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History of Divisions, Courts, Sein Past and Pres- 
ent, and Engravings of the same. 


Roll of Judges, Justices, Supervisors, Commissioners, 
Prosecutors, Clerks and Sherifis. 


' The Struggle of the Land Owners to Locate the County 


Seat on the Property of each “Gentleman 
Justice,” 
Final Triumph of Parkers Town. 


One Chapter From Eventful History. 


BY 
ALVARO I. GIBBENS, u\. M., 
CHARTER MEMBER OF STATE HISTORICAL, SOCIETY. 
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Parkersburg Primitive Village, in 1795. 
The Log Court House at Neal’s Station. 
Permanent Log Court House on Riffle Run. 


The Brick Court House on Publie Square. 


The Fourth Court Building, recently demolished. 


The Fifth Structure, now being built. 
The Old Market Place near. 
The Present Splendid Jail. 
Judge James Monroe Jackson. 
Judge Lewis N. Tavenner. 
Clerk Ben. F. Stewart. 
Clerk Oliver M. Clemens. 
Prosecuting Attorney Jno. F. Laird. 
Judge Kinnard Snodgrass. 
Sheriff Charles A. Wade. 


Edwin S. Butcher, Ex-County Commissioner. 


Jefferson Gibbons, President County Court, 1852. 


The County Commissioners. 
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Newpcrt Village and Block House, 
At Junction of Rivers at Close of Indian War, 1795. 
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— COUNTY FORMATIONS. 


RIOR to the Independence of the United States in 
1776, the popular branch of Coionial legisiation in 
Virginia was titled the ‘‘ House of Burgesses.” By 

its enactments from time to time, under supervision of the 


‘English Crown, was the wilderness territory divided into 


counties, as new settlements increased and the population 

pushed westward beyond the Blue Ridge mountains. 
Many of these political divisions were formed, and again 

subdivided, as the old records frequently state, to aveid 


‘‘difficulties to the inhabitants by reason of passing Cer- - 


tain creeks and rivers to prosecute their suits and attend 
court sittings.” 

In 1654 the Province of Virginia was divided into eight 
shires, which were thereafter ‘‘to be governed as the 
shires in England, with Lieutenants to take care of war 
against the Indians.” From one of these divisions, or 


some combination of them, eventually was formed—just 


when and how the oldest official records do not disclose—- 


the county of Lancaster, which first appears te have. 


recognition on the roll, in 1652, as sending members to 
the Burgesses. Four years later Rappahannock sprang 
from its ancient limits. re 

Among other counties created in 1691 was King and 
Queen, and in 1692 Essex, and King William in 1701. In 
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1720 from parts of these three divisions was formed and 
named Spottsylvania, in honor of Alexander Spottswood, 
who, in 1713, when Lieut.-Governor of the Colony, was 
the first with his troop of horse to cross the then western 
“boundary of civilization—the Blue Ridge. For this dar- 
ing feat, and the discovery of the beautiful Valley of Vir- 
ginia, the English King conferred upon him the reward 
of knighthood, and establisbed the new Transmontaine 
Order of St. George, whose insignia was a golden horse 
shoe, with the engraved motto thereon, Sic jurat transcen- 
dere montes—thus he swears to cross the mountains. To 
each of the troop was given the miniature emblem, a: 1 as 
an inducement to emigration into this western land, any 
one who would accept and pledge a compliance with the 
inscription, was furnished a similar badge, and becaine a 
member of the Pioneer Order. ‘ 

In 1730 Spottsylvania was divided into two parishes, 


_and four years later the one called St. George was re- 


1 


christened Spotsylvania county, and the other, St. Marks, 
to be called Orange, in honor of William, Prince of Orange. 
The limits of the latter county were defined to be ‘‘South- 
ward by the line of Hanover County, and westerly by the 
utmost limits of Virginia,” which meant in a vague way 
all the territory west of the Blue Ridge barrier. 

Such a tide of population from Pennsylvania, Marylaud, 
and the Potomac river counties of Virginia, through 
Harpers Ferry gap, had poured into this section, that in 
1738 the legislature of the Colony restricted the county of 
Orange to that portion of her territory east of the Blue 
Ridge, and created two new ones out of the land beyond, 
named in honor of the Prince and Princess of Wales. 
Frederick comprised the northern part of the great inter- 
moutaine valley with Winchester as its seat, and Augusta 
the southern section and all the remainder of Virginia 
west, with Staunton as its seat of Government. 

In 1754 Hampshire was formed from the Trans-Shenan- 
doah portions of Frederick and Augusta counties. 

In 1770 Boutetourt was created by division from the 
south part of Augusta. 
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DISTRICT OF WEST AUGUSTA. 


From about 1763 to the dawn of the Revolution, settle- 
ments west of the mountains in the territory claimed by 
Augusta county rapidly increased. The land west of the 
Alleghenies was without defined limit, Virginia claiming 
under her royal charters to the Mississippi river. This 
wilderness was considered by the Tide-water inhabitants 
as the unexplored land, and vaguely titled the District of 
West Augusta. ; ‘ 
The settlers of that wilderness were so noted soon for 
robustness of body, steadiness of mind and purpose, and | 
bold patriotism, that Washington was willing to risk 
their valor and courage as a reserve force which all En- 
gland could not intimidate or conquer. 
This district included all the territory from the Ale- 
ghenies westward, and from the Great Kenawha Valley 
on the south to Pennsylvania on the north. At that time 
Fort Pitt and much of southwestern Pennsylvania 
were claimed by Virginia, and their ownership as violently | 
resisted later’ the authorities of Pennsylvania. Militia | 
i 
| 
| 
: 
{ 


—Y 
pose | 


were called two scts of magistrates appointed, and. 
each imprisoned by the power of the other, and a struggle 
and conflict kept up till the storm of the American Rev- 
olution sank the less in the greater, and the question of 
jurisdiction was left to be settled by litigation and com- 
promise, and the extension of Mason and Dixon’s line de- 
fining the northern limits of West Augusta. 

This district was an exception, in having no definite 
limits westward, or any legislation separating it from 
Augusta county, till the Act of October, 1776, by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, then only three months an 
independent state of the new republic. 

It read: ‘‘Whereus it is expedient to ascertain the boun- 
dary between the county of Augusta and the District of ; 
West Augusta, Be it. therefore enacted by the General 
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and it is 
hereby enacted by authority of the same, that the boun- 
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dary between the said district and county shall be as fol- 
lows, to wit: Beginning on the Allegheny mountain be- 
tween the heads of Potowmack, Cheat and Greenbrier 
rivers (said to be Haystack Knob, now at the northeast 
corner of Pocahontas county), thence along the ridge of 
mountains which divides the waters of Cheat river from 
those of Greenbrier, and that branch of the Monongahela 
river called the Tyger’s Valley river to Monongahela 
river, thence up said river and the West Fork thereof to 
Bingermans creek, on the northwest side of said fork, 
thence up the said creek to the head thereof, thence in a 
direct line to the head of Middle Island creek, a branch of 
the Ohio, and thence to the Ohio, including all the said 
waters of said creek in the aforesaid district of West 
Augusta, all that territory lying to the northward of said 
boundary, and to the westward of the State of Pennsy!i- 
vania and Maryland, shall be deemed, and is hereby de- 
clared, to be within the district of West Augusta.” 


MONONGALIA EDICT. 


In another section of this act the three new counties of 
Ohio, Yohogania and Monongalia were created and de- 
fined. The latter included ‘‘all that part of the said Dis- 
trict lying to the northward of the County of Augusta, to 
the westward of, the meridian of the bead fountain of 
the Potowmack, to the southward of the County of Yoho- 
gania, and to the eastward of the County of Ohio, shall 
be one other distinct county. and shall be called and 
known by the name and county of Monongalia.” 

In this tri-partite division of the northern portion West 
Augusta disappeared. Ohio county was created north of 
new Monongalia, and Yohogania in the subsequent fixing 
of state boundaries was merged into other divisions of 
both commonwealths, and became the lost county of the 
Old Dominion. ; 

West Augusta, in 1777 and the following year, was again 
divided and formed into Montgomery and Greenbrier 
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Merchant Tailor, Shirt Maker, 


HATTER AND GENTS FURNISHER, 
307 Market Street, Parkersburg, W. Va. Buckley's Old Stand. 


Successor to Swearingen & Paden, 


Viarine, Hocident 


ice 


Corner Juliana and Fourth Streets. ‘Phone 181. PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 


Asso’n, 
ORGANIZED MAY 1, 1874. 


Office: 306 Juliana Street. 


JOHN W. MATHER, President. J. HEENRY FISCHER, Treasurer. 
GEO. H. GORDON, Vice President. R. ALEXANDER, Secretary. 
W. W. VAN WINKLE, Solicitor. 


# LOANS GRANTED ON 6 AND 12 YEAR PLANS. 
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counties, extending west of the Alleghenies to Big Sandy 
_ river, and down its valley and that of the Great Kenawha 
to the Ohio river. Greenbrier then formed the south- 
western line of Monongalia county. 

In May 1779, there was added to Monongalia, from Au- 
gusta, ‘‘all that part which lies to the northwest of the 
following lines: Beginning at the dividing ridge between 
the running waters of Elk and Little Kenawha rivers, and 
running thence till it intersects the ridge between the 
West Fork of Monongahela and Elk rivers, thence with 
said dividing ridge to the ridge dividing the waters of 
Tyger’s Valley and Buchanan prongs of the Mononga- 
hela, thence with said ridge to the intersection of said 
Tyger’s Vailey Prong, by said ridge, thence with said 
ridge to the old line on the ridge between the waters of 
Tyger’s Valley Prong and those of Cheat river, and 
thence with said ridge that divides Cheat river and the 
waters of Potowmack.” 

In October, 1780, another part of Augusta was added to 
Monongalia, thus described: ‘‘All northwest of the lne 
that divides Augusta from Green Brier on the top of the 
ridge, that divides the waters of Green Brier from those of 
Elk and Tyger’s Valley, and with that ridge to the ridge 
that divides the waters of Potowmack from those of Cheat, 
and with the same to the line that divides Augusta from 
Rockingham.” . 

HARRISON EDICT. 


From Monongalia, to take effect 20th of July, 1784, was 
enacted the formation of Harrison county, named after 
the then Governor. Its territory was thus defined: 

‘By a line to begin on the Maryland line, at the fork 
ford on the Jand of John Goff, thence by a direct course 
down the said creek to Tyger'’s Valley Fork of Monongalia 
river, thence down the same to the mouth of West Fork 
river, thence up the same to the mouth of Biggerman’s 
creek, thence up the said creek to the line of Ohio county, 
and that part of the said county lying south of the said 
line,”’ : 
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The Justices named in the Commission of the Peace 
were to meet at the house of George Jackson, at Bush’s 
Old Fort, on Buchannan river. The new county had a 
frontage on the Ohio river of eighty miles. 

In 1789 the county of Kenawha, named in virtue of the 
principal river that bisects its territory, was created, on 
the South-west of Harrison, by dividing Greenbrier. 


r WOOD COUNTY. 

Ere, in England, Victoria Regina was enjoying her 
honey-moon with her dear Prince Albert, when Washing- 
ton was dying in his picturesque and ever-to-be-enshrined 
Mount Vernon onthe historic Potomac; ere theisle of Blen- 
nerhassett had been recognized by that name, or even 
thought of as the starting point of a great conspiracy, 
and was, like some primeval power, listening to and 
reflecting the eddying chant of the current around its 
sand-embraced shores, the territory which now constitutes 
Wood County, (Pleasants, Jackson, Ritchie and Wirt) had 
recently emerged from the power of the Indian, and was 
in process of establishment as a separate county in Vir- 
ginia. | 

It was to have a renowned and grand future, but unlilxe 
Minerva, did not spring full fledged from the brain of 
Virginia’s legislative Jove, equipped and panoplied for 
instant action. | 

There were two edicts of legislative power, one 21 
December 1798, and the other in 1800, needed to create it. 
The first act is as follows: 

1. Beit enacted by the General Assembly, that all 
that part of the county of Harrison, lying westwardly of 
a line to begin thirty miles from the Ohio river on the 
line dividing the counties of Harrison and Kenawha, 
thence northeasterly to intersect the line of Ohio county 
at twenty-one miles distant from the Ohio river on a 
straight line from that point where the line of Ohio county 


strikes the said river, shall, from and after the Ist day of. 
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May, next, form one distinct county, and be called and 
known by the name of Wood County. 

3. The Justices to be named in the commission of the 
peace for the said County of Wood, shall meet at the 
house of Hugh Phelps in the said county, upon the first 
court day after the said county shall take place, and hav- 
ing taken the oaths prescribed by law, and administered 
the oath of office to, and taken the bond of the sheriff 
according to law, proceed to appoint and qualify a clerk, 
and fix upon a place for holding courts in the said county, 
at or as near the center thereof, as the situation and con- 
venience will admit; and thenceforth the said court shall 
proceed to erect the necessary public buildings at such 
place, and until such buildings be completed, to appoint 
any place for holding courts as they may think proper: 
Provided, always, that the appointment of a place for 
holding courts, and of a clerk, shall not be made unless a 
majority of the Justices of the said County be present; 
(where such majority shall have been prevented from 
attending by bad weather, or their being at the time out 
of the County, in such case the apppointment shall be 


postponed until some court day when a majority shall be 


present.) The Governor shall appoint a person to be sheriff. 
The County shall remain in the same Judicial district as 
Harrison, for which courts are held at Morgantown, 
and to be of the same brigade district, and to be in the 
same Senatorial and Congressional district as Harrison.” 

Addition to its boundary was made 380 Dec. 1800, in the 
following language: ‘‘That all that part of the county of 
Kenawha within the following bounds, to wit: beginning 
at the mouth of Devil’s Hole creek, otherwise called 
Pleasant river, thence eastwardly parallel with the line at 
present dividing the counties of Kenawha and Wood, until 
the back or eastern line of the county of Wood, being 
extended, would intersect the same, shal! be, and it is 
hereby added to and made part of the said county of 
Wood.” 

At this date the county had a boundary of over sixty 
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miles along the Ohio river, and included all the continuous 

rich islands, some of them constituting large farms, 

within the shore limit. Its area was 1223 square miles,» 
its population 1217, and collections from taxes amounted 

to only $1257, an average of over a square mile for every 

person, and a taxation ofa dollar a head. Its area and 
boundaries so remained until 1882. 

In 1804 Kenawha County was separated and Mason con- 
structed, taking in the Great Valley to and up along the 
Ohio river. For years thereafter it was the southwestern 
boundary of Wood. 

Tyler, in 1814, was formed from the south-western part 
of Ohio county, and was then the north-eastern boundary 
for Wood. 

Lewis, in 1816, was constructed from Harrison, and for 
years was the Southern boundary of Wood county. 


TERRITORIAL DECREASE. 


‘The census of 1830 revealed only a population of 6,414 
persons, paying taxes aggregating $4,257. Such a vast 
land area beyond the Ohio was unrolled to the sight of 
emigrants during the previous two decades that the 
increase of Wood county population was slow. Many of 
her own pioneer families were induced to follow the west- 
ward star of empire, and departed, leaving no descendants 
within our borders. Nevertheless the settlements were 
so far apart that new counties, with nearer and more con- 
venient seats of local government were demanded. 

In the consequent and subsequent divisions, Wood 
County lost nearly three fourths of her territory, cutting 
down her area to its present one, of 375 square miles 
‘But her population, as will be seen from the tables, has 
increased beyond the dream of her oldest inhabitant or 
pioneer descendant. 


JACKSON. 


In 1831 was created, from Mason, Kenawha and Wood, 
the first county, named in honor of ‘‘Old Hickory,” Presi- 
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dent Andrew Jackson. About one half of its area was 
obtained by taking from Wood the land southwest of a 
line running from the mouth of Pond Creek on Ohio river, 
in a southerly direction to the northern lmit of Lewis 
county, and Ripley on Mill Creek, was made its seat of 
power. This diminished our river frontage over eleven 
miles. The Northeastern portion of Roane County, origi- 
nally part of Wood, passed away from Jackson subse- 
quently. 


RITCHIE. 


From the eastern portion of Wood, and from Harrison 
and Lewis, in 1844, was constructed Ritchie county, named 
in honor of a noted editor, Thomas Ritchie of Virginia. 
Its seat was Harrisville, on the north fork of Hughes 
river. Subsequent to this date a portion of Wood, which 
was legislated to Ritchie, was separated from it, and now 
forms part of Doddridge county. 

> 


_WIRT. 


From Wood and parts of Jackson originally in Wood, 
was formed a county named in honor of the -celebrated 
orator and statesman, whose eloquence had been heard in 
the famous Burr-Blennerhassett trial, William Wirt. Eliz- 
abeth, the Beauchamp settlement, above Tucker’s creek, 
on the south side of the Little Kenawha river, was chosen 
as the county seat. Eight miles above are the world- 
renowned burning springs, the center of a wonderful oil 
excitement in 1861 and later. 


PLEASANTS.. 


From Wood, taking all the territory between Bull Creek 
and Middle Island on the Ohio, and from parts of Tyler 
and Ritchie, was formed in 1851 a county named from 


James Pleasants, Virginia’s Governor in 1822, St. 
Marys, below the mouth of Middle Island creek, was 


\ 
eh otc th sates ai al nt lias saa att. till eh A i te ett AN lal tla Lia OL a, ite tai | ibe ri stat in. te 0 it es ttt NO CN NON tl tl a et Ni Aah tn Ns li a i tae ln lt 


LE AC OBES SCARE TNE RL Re REE eA Be Pe et A 8 A a Ae en ee ee 


. a ae ne eter ee 


sew aste eti lo Med ono. tuodA.. unc 
« to daeawdisoa baal edt hooW mort; 
‘tevin of dO ce deed) bool to dépom odsm 
eival to dial risihitom at of noiteerts. | 
to tave etl obam esw oleae) 1M ao-yaigitt a yn 
novels 7070 Peninott sevit 0 hedalalinih stg .. eno 
ipivo ytauoD saecoH to moltnoq mretensiiiew ofT 
-seduye noetsal mort yaws Deseret booW io req 


| “xlisoup.- 
AINOTIA ah ae) Se 
, CUE, by 


noatrislH mot baa .booW to aditve¢ mistens 603 more ©. 

” bend yinvoysidoist batowmacon eaw 226! al yaiwod Baw, 

siciedi¥ Yo sidotisl eamodT sotibe boton s lo tomer ar 

2ortyuH to arot dizon erly ao elliveiersH) aw) tepeaal 

doldw ,.booW to noitroq s steb aid? of tnoupeedad sevie 

wor bis di moi beteiaqea eaw tdosit of hotaleigol eew 
NUIMUOD sabinbbod to dtr eeuvol 


“ warw ; | elise 


booW nai ylacigive ooeslogl to eteq base booW mort” . 
betsideles. edj to seaced maf beurten yi M1009 & Dauriot 

af bisod aoed bad sonet pole saodw: oemeaetsie Bae 1018 
sid JaiW oailliW dei doeeadteancol-r10f enomsl ols 
aor etedlouT evods duemeliioe qmadouged od? ,diods f 
eeods asw joviredwaeneA elidit ot to ebie divowaidy po 
Hhiow edt ore evods eeliat toi Joe “Uso off ea” a7 
lio Intwebuow 8 to teimen oft @aninge galaiud orn re 


win ‘t Fenn Sean RE BONIS 
’ ) oe fn 7 = % yy 
x _minaasis PRL ear ae 4) a j F r ie 


joo) Hod aoawted aes odt Tle satis booW mor" 
selyT to eta mo bas ,oidO od’ ao basal olbbilt Baw 
mott bomen yauroo « LAr af bearobeaw eidotish baw 


4@ S86 ai somevon elsinigalV atanaselt geomet 


zesw feo1 brelel elbbiM siipiimnd, ods woled , 


alan Raa i oR tn nD ea na eet te me ee ee 
: * pee a aaa I pecemant be emer erent nett at a iy tL a a I AO me atte AN iat meta ating asset hae 


14 


made the county seat. In this division the Ohio river 
frontage was reduced ten miles, leaving less than thirty- 
five miles of Ohio coast. 
From the foregoing it will be noted that from 1758 to 
1776, 85 years, the county was in the District of West 
: Augusta; from 1776 to 1754, eight years, in Monongalia; 
from 1784 to 1799, fifteen years, in Harrison. The earliest 
settlements made in Wood were during the one and a half 
decades made whilst in Harrison. In 181 it paid into the 
State Treasury a total tax of $52,610.72, and amount for 
commissions paid to its sheriff was 31,855.10, an excess of 
$655.48 over the entire county’s income in 1800. For year 
1898 were raised in the county for all State purposes, in- 
cluding licenses, $61,859.29, and the valuation of real es- 
tate and personal property was 389,527,010. The county 
levy for all purposes for year ending 30 September 1898, 
was $140,146.14. Ninety-eight years before it was only 
$1,109.52. 
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COURT ORGANIZATION, 


COUNTY SEAT LOCATION AND TOWN BUILDING. 


E are apt, in this age of crowded population 
and intense commercial competition and the 


struggle for subsistence and superior wealth, 
to look backward to pioneer days, with their mist 
and uncertainty, and to fancy tbat all was harmony 
and tranquil content; that a sharing of common depriva- 
tions and dangers would prevent a conflict of personal 
interest. Tio some extent this is true. But history only 
shows that man, in the aggregate and as individuals, aims 
in every latitude and age, for personal and local advant- 
age. The question of where the seat of justice, the reposi- 
tory of popular power and concentration should be in Wood 
county was not an exception. The trio of ambitious lead- 
ers, each, planned and labored, and in modern legislative 
vernacular we might say filibustered, to have the court 
building established and erected upon his broad acres. 

Out of the desire grew the platting and legislating for 
the establishment of three different towns, Newport, 
Vienna, and Monroe. Each acquired by act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, power to lay out into squares and strects, 
and sell lots by auction. This divided the commissioned 
Justices in opinion, and doubtless led to all the hesitancy 
and vacillation in the proceedings of the court, during its 
first and formative years. Squire Hugh Phelps’ friends 
advocated Monroe, on the south side of Kanawha river 
near Neal’s Station; Justice Joseph Spencer's adherents 
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urged Vienna; and even ranger Williams, in compromise, 
desired the court of Justice near his plantation; while 
Clerk Stokely, who held the ear of all and the balance of 
power, pushed the claims of Newport, and finally pre- 
vailed, without reaping full benefits in a landed way from 
the location. 

As a fact historical, below is introduced the legislative 
authority for these contending embrio towns: - 


VIENNA. - 


As early as 1, December 1795, was enacted in the follow- 
ing words its creation: 

“That one hundred acres of land, the property of 
Joseph Spencer and Abner Lord, on East bank of the 
Ohio river in the county of Harrison, shall be, and they 
are hereby vested in James Pewtherer, Thomas Lord, 
Eleazer West, Isaac Williams, Samuel Beaumont, George 
Selden, Nehemiah Spencer, Samuel Hally and Asabel 
Grifting, gentlemen, trustees to be by them, or a majority 
of them laid off into lots of half an acre each, with con- 
venient streets. and establish a town of Vienna. 

As soon as one hundred acres shall be laid off into lots 
and streets, the trustees shall sell at public auction, after 
‘previous advertisement for three court days at the Court 
House, and convey the said lots to purchasers in fee, sub- 
ject to the condition of building on each a dwelling house, 
sixteen'feet square at least, with brick or stone chimney, 
to be finished fit for habitation within seven years from 
day of sale, and pay money arising from such sale to said 
Spencer and Lord, or their legal representatives. If the 
purchaser fail to build thereon, then the property is to 
revert to the owners for public sale.”’ 

This charter was partly repealed by an Act, 21 January 
1799, section 2 of which read: 

“That sixty acres of land, the property of Joseph 
Spencer, Abner Lord and Austin Nichols, in the couuty 
of Harrison, as the same are already laid off into lots and 
streets, on the east bank of the Ohio River, shal! be 
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established a town by the name of Vienna, and that 
Thomas Lord, Eleazer West, Samuel Beaumont, George 
Selden, Samuel Hally and Stephen R. Wilson, gentlemen, 
shall be and are hereby constituted Trustees thereof.” 

This amending act had similar conditions as to build- 
ing thereon. 


a a ER eRe ne RA ie ate taremrenheceiiisitee. 


NEW PORT. 


By somewhat similar Act, 6 January 1800, Section 5, 
was established this town as follows: 

“That fifteen acres of land, the property of John 
Stokely, lying at the mouth of The Littl Kenawha 
river, so soon as the same shall be laid off into lots with 
convenient streets, be established a town by the name of 
Newport; and that William Lowther, Jacob Benneit, 
Isaac Williams, James Neal and John G. Henderson, 
gentlemen, shall be, and they are hereby constituted 
trustees thereof.” 


: 
| 
| 
| 


MONROE. 


Section 8 of the foregoing act, ushered into charter 
another rival, named in honor of the President, in the 
following words: 

‘““That twenty-five acres of land, the property of Hugh 
Phelps, lying at the place. known by the name of Neal's. 
Station on the Little Kenawha River, so soon as the saine 
shall be laid off into lots, with convenient streets, be 
established a town by the name of Monroe; and that 
William Lowther, Jacob Bennett, Isaac Williams, James 
Neal and John G. Henderson, gentlemen, shall be, and 
they are hereby constituted trustees thereof.” 

“So soon as the purchaser of any lots. in either of said 
towns, shall have built a dwelling house thereon equal to 
twelve feet square, with a brick or stone chimney, such 
purchaser shall enjoy the same privileges that the free- 
holders and inhabitants of the otber towns not incorpor- 
ated shall hold and enjoy.” 
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Whilst those interested in at least three different tracts 


‘of land were pulling in as many separate paths, effort was 


made to put into effect the enabling act of 21 December, 
1798. From the minutes preserved, and natural inference 
as to the misplaced or unfiled ones, we make extracts. 

The.Justices of Wood County, Hugh Phelps, Jacob 
Bennett, Thomas Pribble, John G. Henderson, Caleb 
Hitchcock, Abner Lord, Joseph Spencer, Thomas Lord 
and Ichabod C, Griffin met on the 12th of August, 1799, at 
the house of Hugh Phelps. The first five of these were 
commissioned under the territory of the mother county 
of Harrison, and the remaining four were named by the 
Governor at the time of the legislative creation of Wood. 
The five old justices objected to the four newly commis- 
sioned participating in the organization, and a motion was 
made to call on an attorney present, naming a Mr. 
Delarey,* whom the record says was ‘‘learned in the law,” 
to direct them in their proceedings, which being the or- 
ganization of the county was an important work. The 
motion prevailed, and Mr. Delarey was called upon by 
the court for an opinion. He first*suggested the appoint- 
ment of a.clerk pro tem. Stephen R. Wilson was named 
by some of the justices, but not being generally approved, 
John Stokely was'‘selected by a majority as the temporary 
officer. 

Counsel Delarey then observed that there appeared an 
additional Commission, and that it was his opinion the 
Governor, neither in equity nor in law, had a right to add 
to the existing number, produced the Constitution of Vir- 
ginia, as well as several other law authorities, to support 
his position, advising the four new magistrates to with- 
draw. The acting members decided this opinion correct, 
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* The records are so indistinet as to leave a doubt who this attorney was. It 
is often spelled in print Delancey. The name nowhere else appears as one of the 
practitioners in Wood County. Im {7st Henry Delarey was a Justice ef the 
Peace. He was alse at this period a:Lieut-Col.in the militia, in the regiment 
of which William Robinson was ‘Major, Benjamin Wilson Colonel and John P. 
Duval County Lieutenant. Inthe Deed Book of Harriscn County in 101, John 
Deulneey is conveyed land on Little Kenawha river, near Samuel Smith’s sur- 
vey, No.8 It is probable he was the counsel called upon by the Court. 
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: 
but the other four refused to recognize this duty, and | 
Abner Lord and Joseph Spencer ‘‘dared any person to | 

. attempt to remove them, but,” says the old record, ‘‘wheu 
William Lowther came forward and offered to swear in as 
sheriff, two of them abandoned the Court House.” 

Thereupon Hugh Phelps and the other old justices pro- 
ceeded to organize the new county of Wood, and the entry 
upon the Minutes appears in these words: 

“Whereas Hugh Phelps, Thomas Pribble, commonly : 
called Thomas Tribble, Jno. G. Henderson, commonly 
called John Henderson, and Jacob Bennett. Gentlemen | 
Justices, in and for the said County of Wood in the State 
of Virginia, agreeably to an Act of the Assembly of said 
State, passed 2ist day of Dec. 1795, did meet at the House 
of Hugh Phelps, on the second Monday of August 1799, : 
and then and there did swear in William Lowther as 
Sheriff in and for said county, and took bond of him 
agreeably to law, the Court having been legally organ- 
ized, appointed John Stokely Clerk in and for said county, 
swore him into office and took Bond agreeably to law. ae 

The Court further proceed and appoint as a seat for the 
Court House and other necessary Public Buildings to be 
fixed at a place well known by the appellation of Neal’s 
Station, on Little Kanawha, upon the lands of Hugh 
Phelps. net 

The Court recommended Robert Triplett as a fit person 
for the oflice of Principal Surveyor of this county. 

The Court recommended John Neal and Peter Misner | 
as fit persons for the office of Coroner, that one of them 
may be commissioned as such for this County. | 

The Court recommended Herman Blennerhassett, Dan- 
icl Kincheloe and Hezekiah Bukey as Gentlemen, quali- 
fied for Justices, that they may be commissioned as such 
in and for this county. 

The Court appoint Johu Shults and William Dearth 
constables in aud for this county. 

| 
: 
| 


The Court order that the Court be continued at the 
House of Hugh Phelps until the necessary Public Build- 
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ings be erected. Ordered that the Court do now ‘adjourn 
until Court in Course.” ; 

This is signed by Hugh Phelps as Presiding, and 
“Tested” by John Stokely as Clerk, W. C. 

The Justices met again 2d September, 1799, and without 
transacting any business, adjourned till 8 o’clock of next 
morning, when the following entry appears: 

‘‘Agreeably to adjournment of yesterday, the Court was 
called at the House of Hugh Phelps, Esq. Justices pres- 
ent, Hugh Phelps, Thos. Pribble, Jacob Bennett and 
John G. Henderson, Gentlemen. The Sheriff made pro- 
clamation and opened Court about the hour of three 
o’clock in the afternoon. The Rev. Robert Manley, of 
the M. E. Church, came into open court, took the oath of 
Fidelity and gave bond agreeably to law for the true and 
- faithful solemnization of Marriages. Ordered that he i 
have a permit accordingly. Ordered that the Court do 
now adjourn until to-morrow at 8 o’clock in the morning.” 

On the 4th of September, 1799, Hugh Phelps, Jacob 
Bennett, Tbomas Prebble and John G. Henderson opened 
court. 

Ordered that notice be forthwith given Thomas Lord, 
Caleb Hitchcock, Ichabod C. Griffin, Abner Lord and 
Joseph Spencer, Justices, or such of them as may conve- 
niently be found, that they may appear at the House of 
Hugh Phelps at the hour of 1 o’clock and take seats in 
Court and hear and determine certain matter and things. 

Agreeably to order of the Court of this day, Sheriff 
gave notice to Jos. Spencer, Abner Lord and Ichabod C. 
Griffin, these being the only Justices that said sheriff ; 
could conveniently notify, who refused to appear. 

The Court conceive it necessary that Herman Blenner- 
hassett, Daniel Kincheloe, Hezekiah Bukey, John Neal, 
and Jacob Beeson be recommended as qualified to execute 
the office of Justice of the Peace.” 

In case of vacancy by death or inability, or the necessity 
of a greater number of magistrates being in commission, 
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Building Association, - 


Of Parkersburg, W. Ua. 


3—_______No. 410 MARKET STREET.’ 


The paid-up stock of this association pays six per cent semi- 


annually and is a safe and rehable investment for your idle money. 


The Installment stock is a good investment for 
your monthly savings. | 


G. A. HIEHLE, « ~ ° = President. 
_ THOS. F. BARRETT, = Vice-President. 
JOHN J. WATTS, - = = Secretary, 
J. M. MITCHELL, = = Treasurer. 
EDWARD McSWEENEY, » - Attorney. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: M. B. Bartlett, W. J. Robinson, 
G. A. Hiehle, S. R. Watts, Chas. Fleming, f. M. — Lysander 
Dudley, J. S. Warnick, Thos. F. Barrett. 
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Established 1869. 
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Py cart Cr Ooceries. 


0 Complete line of the above named goods, 


at Prices as Low eas the Lowest. 2 & 


No. 319 Market Street. 


W. VROOMAN, President. FE. T1. GILKESON, Cashier. JOS. GOOD, Vice-Pres. 


: “Phe Scand National 


OF PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 


Capital i tn the prosuntrovords... Initio case | $156,000. 
Surplus and Undivided Profits,.............. $40,757>21. 


DIRECTORS:—W. Vrooman, Jos. Good, Benj, Nathan, Wm. 
Nolan, Dennis O’Brien, H. S. Wilson, H. P. Dils.. 
Accounts of Every Description Solicited. 
Descounes Daly. 
Designated Depository of the State of West Virginia and City of 


Parkersbury, W. Va. 
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suitable, one of whom he appointed to the place. 

Through the balance of September, October and early 
November, only one or two Justices attending at each, 
adjournments continue, till 11 November 1799, when were 
present Hugh Phelps, Thos. Pribble, Jacob Bennett and 
Jno. G. Henderson, who adjourned till next day, and then 
entered the following order: 


‘here not being a sufficient number of magistrates at 
October Court, no commissioner hath been yet appointed 
for this Court; wherefore the Court taking the earhest 
opportunity to appoint, do now appoint John Stephenson 
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the court, by law, named two persons to the Governor, as | 
as Commissioner of this County.” 


The absentees and adjournments still continued, and 
here there is a hiatus in records, and an attempt to cross 
out preceeding pages. In the mean time, it is tradition 
und inference, there were held sessions of a minority 
Court, of the dissatisfied Justices, at Vienna, and at their 
several convenings, probably the missing ones, the two 
Lords, Hitchcock, Griftin, and Spencer, were passing 
orders. There other Court officers were chosen, and 
among them, Stephen R. Wilson, brother-in-law of Squire 
Joseph Spencer, was made Clerk. Hissubsequent attempt 
by Superior Court action, to secure the position, would 
indicate his plea to be a selection by a County Court not 
mentioned in the presentrecords. In thecase the minutes 
of the Vienna session may have been filed, and there 
remained to burn up in the Court House of Monongalia. 
This part of the Court no doubt selected Vienna, or Wil- 
liamstown as the County seat: 
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The next step was in the Virginia Assembly, 10 January 
1800, by the following quieting enactment: 

‘Whereas, it appears to the present Gencral Assembly, 
that the Justices of the County of Wood have not as yet 
formed a court agreeably tothe terms of the Act entitled 
“An act for dividing the County of Harrison, and that it 
is essential for the good people of the said County of 
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Wood that the said act should now be carried into full 
effect: 

“1, Beit therefore enacted, That the Executive be, 
and they are hereby empowered to commission Four Jus- 
tices of the Peace, who in conjunction with the Justices - 
heretofore commissioned for the said County, a majority 
of the whole number being present, shall, on the second 
Monday of February next, meet at the house of Hugh 
Phelps, and constitute a Court, who are hereby vested 
with all the powers vested in the Justices of the said 
County of Wood. 

2. Provided always, that this act shall not be con- 
strued as affecting the right of any person claiming the 
right to clerkship, or any other appointment made by the 
Justices of the said County of Wood, or any of them, but 
their claim shall remain subject to a decision before the 
Judiciary. And any officer who shall be displaced by the 
Court as established by this law, shall be, and is hereby, 
revested with his appointment whenever a decision shall 
be made in his favor by the Judiciary. All persons who 

may have acted erroneously under color of the said 
recited Act, are hereby indemnified for such transactions, 
so far as the Commonwealth might otherwise have been 
entitled to reparation, but this indemnification shall not 
extend to any case whatsoever of an injury done to any 
_individual under colour thereof, who may take such meas- 
_ures to obtain redress as if this act had never passed.” 
In compliance with this legislative decree, the following 
appears upon the n.inutes, dated 10 March 1800: 
_ “Pursuant to an act of the General Assembly, entitled 
an act concerning the County of Wood, passed the 
eleventh day of January in the year of our Lord 1800, the 
following Justices convened at the House of Hugh Phelps, 
viz: Hugh Phelps, Thomas Pribble, Jno. G. Henderson, 
Hezekiah Bukey, John Stephenson, Daniel Kincheloe, 
William Hannaman, Thomas Lord, Caleb Hitchcock, 
Abner Lord and Ichabod C. Griffin. The said Justices 
having been duly qualified, proceeded, took bunds of and 
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swore in William Lowther, as sheriff, according to law. 
The said William then made proclamation and the Court 
was opened according to law. 

The Court, having been duly organized, proceeded and 
appointed John Stokely Clerk, by a majority of three, for 
the Court of said County, the said John Stokely then 
eave bond and security and was qualitied according to 
law. 

Nathaniel Davidson was made Attorney for the Com- 
monwealth, with salary of 845 for a year from date; 
whereupon Davidson came into Court and made compli- 
ment of twenty dollars to be deducted out of said salary, 
when collected, towards building a Court House. 

This completed the organization of the county, and 
properly dates its beginning, and also terminated the 
question of what justices constituted a legal court. 

The minutes, 14 July 1800, read: ‘‘Agreeably to an 
order of the District Court. held at Monongalia Court 
House, at the last term, the Sheriff summoned the Court 
of Wood County to appear at the next district Court, to 
show cause on the first day of nextterm, why a mandamus 
should not issue to the said Justices directed, commanding 
them to restore Stephen R. Wilson to the office of Clerk 
of Wood County.” The Justices then summoned were 
Pribble, Stephenson, Bukey, Hannaman, Woolf, Beeson, 
Jesse Lowther and John Neal. 

The selected Clerk of the Vienna Justices still con- 
tended for his alleged investiture, as it is recorded in the 
minutes that a Writ of Mandamus was read and delivered 
to the Sheriff, directing the Court to restore this contest- 
ant to the office of Clerk, or show why they do not. The 
suit was finally decided against the applicant, and Stokley 
Was secured in his position. 


_ 


FIXING COURT ROOM. 


In the same March 10 session, the records state, eleven 
Justices being in place: 
“The Court proceeded and appointed the place for fix- 
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ing the Court House and other necessary Buildings at the 
dwelling place of Hugh Phelps, Esquire, or at the place 
known by the appellation of Neal’s Station, or between 
the two said places ou the west side of the Little Kena- 
wha river.” ) 

Ordered that John Stephenson’s vote be entered re- 
specting the fixing of the Court House. His vote was 
that the Court House and other buildings be fixed at the 
House of Hugh Phelps, temporarily or until land can be 
obtained at the point and junction of Ohio and Little 
Kenawha rivers. Said Stevenson voted in the above with 
Thomas Pribble, Jno. G. Henderson, William Hannaman, 
Daniel Kincheloe and Hugh Phelps, for tixing the public 
buildings on the lands of Hugh Phelps, excepting as 
aforesaid. 

Ordered that Daniel Kincheloe, Thos. Pribble and Ab- 
ner Lord be appointed as a committee to lay off the par- 
ticular spot on which the Public Buildings shall be fixed. 
The Court order that the Committee do lay off the said 
spot and report the same to the next Court. 

At the session next day, eleven justices were again 
present, and the Court ‘‘ordered that it be entered that 
Hugh Phelps came into court and made a present of two 
acres of ground to erect the public buildings upon, which 
shall be laid off agreeably to the report of the committee, 
provided, nevertheless, that the dwelling house of the 
said Phelps shall not be comprehended within the said 
two acres. The said Phelps also engages to furnish 5000 
feet of sawed boards for the use of the Public, to be ap- 
plied to erecting said public buildings.” A little later he 
came into court, assuming to have a ferry over the Kana- 
wha river near the room in which the court was then sit- 
ting, and offered to ferry any and all persons across that 
may reside on the upper side of the river, free of charges, 
at all courts and elections. The court accepted the favors 
and returned thanks for the several donations made. 

The exact site of the proposed public building cannot 
now be determined. Many of the older citizens believe it 
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to have been below the mouth of Neal’s Run, in the vicin- 
ity of the old Bradford residence. Others maintain that 
it stood on the banks of the Kenawha, immediately above 
the ravine, near the western line of his lands, and that 
subsequent freshets carried it away along with other log 
cabins of that era which lined the banks at intervals as 
far as the block-house. Not far away, by either supposi- 
‘tion, near the Kanawha river, beautiful in its primitive 
grandeur, stood the military post and cabin-group called 
Neal’s Station, in honor of Capt. James Neal, a Revolu- 
tionary soldier and pioneer. At this period, five years 
after the close of the Indian war, the poplar and syca- 
more canoes lay quiescent upon the placid bosom of the 
Kenawha, moored near the spot, and bow and arrow and 
tomahawk hung unfeared upon the cabin walls over the 
hospitable door of the hunter-rangers, while the deer-hide 
latch-string hung out to invite a pull from any settler or 
caller. 

As Gentleman Justice, Hugh Phelps took his seat upon 
an old puncheon bench or split-bottomed chair and opened 
court. It was an hour of proud independence. The few 
pioneer citizens of that day looked on with awe and rev- 
erence, while the bear, wolf, panther and nimble deer 
might have stared from the dense woods encircling and 
wondered what all this invasion of their ancient domain 
meant. 

Col. Phelps was a large, robust pioneer, endowed with 
great energy and endurance, and he used his position and 
comparative wealth with liberality for the public good. 

Opposite is presented an imaginative drawing, but one 
not far from fact, and in consonance with the log structures 
of that era, the dwelling and court room of the first pre- 
siding officer of our county. The memory of no oldest 
inhabitant in our bovhood could designate the site of it, 
but the records, as has been shown, leave inference it was 
near Neal’s Ryn, and ‘‘in sight of the ancient ferry.” 

There met the Justices Gentlemen in the tirst decade to 
determine legal matters, and exchange views upon the 
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Cot. HUGH PHELPS’ DWELLING--THE First Court House 
Pen Drawing by F. H. Diss Detar. 


capes of subsequent Indian incursions along the trail of 
the elm-bordered Kenawha. 

In their home-made suits of jeans and flax, shaped in 
convenient ranger style of fringed hunting shirts, belted 
short-coats from which hung hunting knives, and in va- ; 
ried head covers of coon-skin caps, felt hats and bear- 
skin turbans, with open countenances, honest faces and 
greetings, they were unique, as this generation would 
view them, stalwart, social, brave and jovial cousins and 
friends, ready to welcome anew settler, swap land war- 
rants, beaver and wild pelts for powder, shot, calicoes or 
flint rifles, or administer law without technical environ- 
ment, on the basis of common sense and unentangled 
equity. They had many virtues; inflexible*integrity, for 
which as descendants we honor their memories and herein 
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conflict of land entries, to barter hatchet -claims, relate 
incidents of the late American Revolution in which many 
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historically inscribe their names. Vanished are their 
dwellings and the cabin court hall, and at the opening of 
this second century even the exact site thereof is not 
only unmarked by stone or tablet, but unknown. 

At the April Term, 1800, the committee authorized to 
fix a proper place for the erection of buildings, made re- 
port, upon which there were six of the bench voting to 
affirm and six opposed. 

There were present at the sitting 13th October, 1800, 
eleven members, as follows: Hugh Phelps, Thomas Prib- 
ble, William Hannaman, Juo. G. Henderson, Abner Lord, 
Hezekiah Bukey, Thos. Lord, Joseph Spencer, Joseph 
Cook, Caleb Hitchcock and Ichabod C. Gritiin. This en- 
try appears: ; 

‘*Whereas, there never has been, under the late act of 
the General Assembly, passed on the 11 day of January, 
1400, a permanent place fixed on and appointed to erect 
the Public Buildings of the County on, It is therefore or- 
dered by the court that the necessary Public Buildings 
for the County be erected on the land of Isaac Williams, 
on the Ohio river opposite to the mouth of Muskingum 
river near where said Williams’ Barn now stands.” 

Ordered that the next court to be held for the county, 
be held at the house of Isaac Williams. Ordered that the 
Court do now adjourn.”’ 

The Court was unanimous, except Joseph Cook, 
respecting the Court House being removed to Isaac Wil- 
liams, as he opposes it. The Court do now adjourn until 
court in course, to the house of Isaac Williams opposite 
the mouth of Muskingum.” 

This was signed by the Justice presiding, Thomas Lord, 
and below on the same page of the minutes was: 

“N. B. The above and foregoing record of the proceed- 
ings of this day is Ironious (erroneous) and not true, 
though wrote according to the order of the then sitting 
Court, particularly the part respecting the removing of 
the Court House, or Seat of Justice, and the minutes was 
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signed without reading or having been previously read. 
This I certify, Oct. 18 1800.” ; 
Teste, | JOHN STOKELY, Clerk W. C. 


Notwithstanding this clerical statement, the Court did 
meet, Nov. 10, at the designated home of pioneer Isaac 
Williams, and the records show that: 


Jno. G. Henderson moved to adjourn Court to the house 


of Hugh Phelps. Those favoring were: Hugh Phelps, 
Daniel Kincheloe, Jacob Beeson, Thos. Pribble, Reece 
Woolf, John Neal, William Hannaman, Jno. G. Hender- 
son, Jesse Lowther and John Stephenson, 19. ‘Those 
opposing said order were: Joseph Spencer, Abner Lord, 
Thomas Lord, Caleb Hitchcock, Hezekiah Bukey and 
Joseph Cook, 6. 

The order is as follows: ‘‘The Court proceded to recon- 
sider the adjournment of the last Court to the house of 
Isaac Williams, which they consider to be a measure very 
injurious to the body of people in this county, embarrass- 
ing to the Judicial Proceedings, inimical to the harmony 
of the people, and adopted with sinister views against the 
interest of the County at large. Thereupon it is ordered 
that Court do now adjourn to the House of Hugh Phelps, 
at 9 o’clock tomorrow.” This was signed by Hugh Phelps 
as presiding Justice. 

Accordingly next day, at a full court assembled at the 
designated house, it was ordered and unanimously agreed 
to, that ‘‘the Point, above the Mouth of the Little 
Kanawha river, at the Union of said Kanawha and Ohio 
rivers, on lands owned by John Stokely, is the proper 
place for the Seat of Justice for said County, and it is 
accordingly ordered that the necessary Public building be 
erected thereon. John Stokely voluntarily agrees to 
give the Court, for use of the county, as muchof said land 
as will be deemed suiiicient for the said purpose by a 
Committee to be appointed by the Court, so as not to 
exceed two acres, and to make a sufficient deed for same 
when required by the Court, with a promise to revert to 
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him, said Stokely, whenever the Seat of Justice is 
removed from his ground. And it is further unanimously 
agreed that they will support the above order, and never 
will raise any objections to the same. It is also agreed, 
and is hereby ordered, that the several donations hereto- 
fore made by Hugh Phelps to the Court for the use of the 
County shall now revert to him, and that the Court relin- 
quish all claims tothe same. Witness our hands. It is 
to be understood that the Justices here subscribed do not 
object to the legality of these orders.” Signed on the 
Minute Book by Hugh Phelps, Jos. Spencer, Jno. G. 
Henderson, Daniel Kincheloe, Caleb Hitchcock, Thomas 
Lord, Jacob Beeson, Ichabod C. Griffin. John Stephenson, 
Jesse Lowther, Reece Woolf, Joseph Cook, William Han- 
naman and Abner Lord, 14 Justices. 

“William Hannaman, Edward Stephenson, and Stephen 
Nt. Wilson were appointed a committee to view and lay oft 
gcrounds suitable for Public Buildings, to be erected upon 
at the mouth of Little Kenawha, and report same to next 
Court. . 

“Ordered that Court do now adjourn to the Point at the 
upper side of the Mouth of the Little Kenawha river until 
Court in course.” This was signed by Justice Phelps act- 
ing for the Court. | 

Deed book No. 1 has the following, as the report of the 
committee on public grounds: 


Agreeable to an order of Wood County Court, made the 
12th day of November 1800, we, Stephen R. Wilson, Will- 
iam Hannaman and Edward Stephenson, have this day 
viewed and laid off the ground most proper for erecting 
the Public Buildings upon for said county, which is situ- 
ate as follows, viz: Beginning at a stake near a marked 
Cherry Stump about three hundred and fifty-five feet 
from the Ohio river and running thence south forty-four 
degrees West 74 feet toa marked White Walnut tree on 
the banks of the Little Kanawha river, North forty-six 
degrees West one hundred and four feet, thence 74 feet to 
the beginning stake. 
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In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands this 
18th day of November, 1800. 
STEPHEN R. WILSON, 
WILLIAM HANNAMAN. Committee. 
EDWARD STEPHENSON. 
Recorded agreeably to the order of the Court.made 
Dee. 8, 1800, 


The Justices Minutes, on the 6 April, 1801, have this 
entry: “Ordered that George D. Avery, John Stokely, 
Stephen R. Wilson, Hezekiah Bukey, Joseph Halley and 
William Enoch be commissioners to promote and receive 
subscriptions for purpose of erecting Public Buildings at 
the mouth of the Kanawha. and report their progress at 
next June Court.” | 

Diligent search failS to reveal among the scant files 
preserved, or upon the records anywhere, the original or 
copy of the report of the building and soliciting commit- 
tee.~ The primitive Temple of Justice was put into exist- 
ence, and as no allowance was made by the court for its 
erection, it is properly to be inferred that the pioneer few 
met the expense from their individual funds. 

These grounds covered two acres, and were along the 
river above and below Juliann street, along whose foot 
the winding Rifle Run, now filled up, passed across First 
street and into the Kanawha current. Over this ravine 
for years rested wide poplar gunwales, a primitive bridge, 
used by lawyers, clients, judges and citizens to and fro 
between court house and clerk s oltice and “The Tavern” 
_at the Point. | 
 -Here, near deep pawpaw thickets which sheltered the 
-horses of witnesses, plaintiffs, defendants, jurors and the 
settlers from sultry summer rays, and in sight of many 
canoes moored at the run’s mouth, under wide-spreading 
elms, was erected the tirst building owned by the. county. 
Hewed logs were to be used for walls and puncbeon 
boards for a floor. 


This primitiv e building is still standing, and the busy 
population of our ity to- day, while rushing across to 
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Pen Drawing by F. H. Diss Debar, 


Fig 4) 
pant 


FIRST PERMANENT COURT BUILDING. 
ON RIFLE RUN, 1800 TO !817. 
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South Parkersburg, upon the Kanawha iron bridgeabove, 
scarcely recognize the structure as one built of hewed 
logs from the near-by forest nearly a hundred years ago. 
It is owned by Mrs. Leonora G. Rex, a descendant of pio- 
neer John Gibbens. Many years ago it was weather- 
boarded and later tinroofed, and since was used by the 
Rex Hardware Company as a warehouse. It is a dilapi- 
dated structure, in the march of improvements neglected 
by the Council, and which should be transferred to the 
City Park, restored to enduring shape, as a souvenir of 
olden days. It might properly be the Museum Hall, 
under charge of a County Historical Society, for the col- 
lection, preservation and exhibit of curios, Indian relics, 
pioneer heir-looms, and antique souvenirs now unseen and 
unprized by descendants of pioneers of Wood County. 

If the old walls could talk, no doubt many interesting 
stories would come to light in which the legal talent of 
pioneer days participated, and in which deteat to plaintiff 
or defendant meant as much in the way of chagrin or dis- 
appointment as do the verdicts of the present day. 

Doubtless the voice of the eloquent Philip Doddridge, 
as well as of Edwin S. Duncan, Jonathan Jackson, Judge 
Lewis Summers, Blennerhassett, Capt. James Neal, 
Lewis Cass, Gen.. Joseph Spencer and Sheriff Thos. 
Tavenner resounded through the open windows into the 
numerous branches of the hugeencircling elm and ghostly 
—sycamores. In front of the court building slaves were 
put up at sale and cried off to satisfy some debt incurred 
by the master or where estates must be settled and a sale 
of the blacks seemed necessary to complete the distribu- 
tion of the assets. Among these is recollected Blenner- 
hassett’s favorite servant, Ransom Reed, who brought the 
trifling sum of thirty-five dollars. 

The minutes show innumerable adjournments from 1800 
to 1815, the completion of the First Court House on Public 
Square. The first year Presiding Justice Phelps had 
the honor at his home below Neal’s Station; Stephen R. 
Wilson in 1801, shared the privilege with him; Caleb Bar- 
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ley and Edward Stephenson in 1802 and 1803; and Bailey 
principally in 1804, receiving therefor $15 for use of 
house; James G. Laidley in 1805; John Stephenson, Phelps 
and Bailey in 1806; Thomas Neale and Lovett Bishop in 
1807; John Neale and Thomas Neale in 1808; John Neale 
in 1810, for which he was allowed the munificent sum of 
one dollar per day; Thomas Neale again in 1811; he and 
in 1812 and others 1813; and Caleb Bailey in 1814, while 
constructing the new court building... 

John Stokely, in 1799 and later, lived in a cabin of logs, 
near what is still called ‘‘Snakeville Spring,” on one of 
his many tracts of forest land, There he kept, taking 
them home with him at the close of each day during the 
Justices courts, the minutes to be entered in a thin, 


leather-backed home-made volume. This primitive build- — 


ing might properly be considered the tirst clerks-oftice of 
the new county. The old site is readily defined by exist- 
ing unhewn stone corners in the old foundation, and 
should be marked by a marble shaft designating it as the 
spot where the clerks office was in the days of disputed 
organization and seat location. The acreage is almost in 
sight of the City Park and Electric-car line, and the im- 
provements of an expanding Parkersburg are rapidly 
approaching the spot. | 

Justice George D. Avery, 3 April 1809, was made super- 
intendent to cause the erection of new steps to the court 
house, and subsequently, in June, Nimrod Saunders, jail 
deputy,: was allowed 824.123 for the building, Jonas 
Beeson $5.20 for pine boards, and Charles Price $5 for 
joists for same. ‘This stairway was on the outside, lead- 
ing from the ground to the upper story or court room. 
Nov. 8, 1810, the same Justice was authorized to purchase 
a stove and pipe for the court use, and glass for the 
repair of the windows, ‘‘should the appropriation for these 
purposes at last court of claims be sutticient.”” So, it is 
easily inferred that the court room, if not the prison 
below, had the sunlight of pioneer days flowing in upon 
the Justices, and that they were honest and economical 
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enough not to exceed the appropriations, even in small 
matters. 16 Sak 4 

The old court house structure and lot was bought of 
Deacon Dana of Belpre, O., by Samuel Rex, is still extant, 
has been covered by weatherboards, and cost him $3500. 
‘The mouth of Rifle Run, which once passed out its current 
into the Kanawha near this cabin, has disappeared in the 
march of improvement, with the poplar gunwale bridge 
spanning it. 

In the session of 1810-11 the delegates from Wood 

county in the popular house of the Virginia Assembly 
were John Neal and Jacob Beeson, sturdy, able, vigilant 
pioneers, and the peers in acumen and integrity of any 
from the Tide-water section. 
'The Richmond Enquirer of that date states that, 
‘‘Agreeably to a resolution of the last session most of the 
members appeared, partly dressed in domestic manufac- 
ture.” 

Among those were our representatives. Doubtless, 
upon their own plantations were raised the sheep and 
spun the wool and woven the Virginia or Kentucky jeans 
which gave them stalwart and impressive personnel as 
they leaped from their steeds of flesh and blood, after a 
protracted journey over the state roads and entered the 
principal tavern or hostelry of Richmond, ready for their 
part of legislative duties. They had left a constituency 
and opponents somewhat distracted and divided on the 
question of county-seat location and court house building. 
The Juntas had held meetings, framed addresses and pe- 
titions, each determined to win. 


Friday, Dec. 7, petition was presented in the house 
from William Robinson, Jr., and sundry citizens from 
Wood county, praying the passage of a law authorizing 
the Justices of the county, when they shall think proper, 
to erect a Court House on the public square, in the town 
now laid off by the name of Parkersburg, and thereafter 
to hold the courts of the county therein.” 

Also petition from William Robinson and Mary, his 
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wife, praying that the taxes assessed upon certain lands 
in the County of Wood may be remitted in favor of the 
petitioners, and that a town as now laid out on said lands 
may be established by the name of Parkersburg. © 


~The Committee to which reference was made, 12 Dec., 
1810, reported as its opinion that ‘‘the petition of Robin- 
son and wife praying that an act be passed exempting 
them from the payment of taxes on certain lands in the 
county of Wood, which they recovered by a final adjudi- 
‘cation in the Superior Court of Law, holden for said 
county at the September term in the present year, of a 
certain John Stokely and Hugh Phelps, which taxes have 
been paid by the said John Stokely and Hugh Phelps, in 
the name of Thomas Thornton, is reasonable.” 


In the House of Delegates, 18 Dec., the commitee re- 
solved, ‘‘as the opinion of this committee that the petition 
of sundry inhabitants of the county of Wood, praying that 
an act may pass establishing the lots and streets as 
already laid off near the town of Newport, including the 
same, into a town by the name of Parkersburg, and au- 
thorizing the Justices of said county, whenever they shall 
think proper to do so, to hold the courts of said county in 


Parkersburg instead of Newport, which is to be added to. 


and made part of the said town of Parkersburg, is reason- 
able.” 


The session of the Assembly in 1811-12 developed more 
agitation and some bitterness among contending factions 
in the county as to the proper location of the seat of 
power. Saturday, 14 Dec., 1511, there was presented in 
the House a petition of the inhabitants of Wood county, 
praying a removal of the seat of justice for the said 
county from the town of Parkersburg, which petition 
being partly read, a motion was made and agreed to by 
the House, that the reading thereof be stopped, as con- 


taining matter highly indecorous and scandalous, reflect- 


ing on the character of a member of this house, and 
couched in terms unworthy of its dignity. 
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The result was that a motion to withdraw the offensive 
petition was granted. 

The influence of Vienna, Monroe, and old Newport 
from the south side of the Kenawha, continued to agitate 
removal for the next two years and longer. The waves 
of discussion from the pioneer taverns at the ‘‘Point,” at 
Neal’s Station, and the cluster of cabins at Bellville and 
the settlement of Williams and above, reflected their force 
into the legislative halls. 


NEW COURT BUILDING. 


The Justices having decided by a majority of votes the 
proper location of a building, entered upon their minutes, 
» Nov., 1811, this record: 

“The Court, taking into consideration the decayed 
state of the Court House of this County, and the great 
inconvenience resulting from the Clerk’s office and Jail 
now building, being at a considerable distance from the 
place of holding the present court, as well as the impro- 
priety of holding courts in a building the title to the lands 
on which it stands being in dispute, 

It is therefore ordered that James G. Laidley, John 
Stephenson and Ichabod C. Griftin be appointed commis- 
‘sioners to let to the lowest bidder the undertaking the 
building a Court House, to be built forty by forty feet 
through the center each way, two stories high, of brick, 
stone, lime, mortar, timbers, plank, nails, glass and iron, 
on such part of the public square in the town of Parkers- 
burg as the said commissioners may fix upon. And the 
said commissioners are authorized and required to take 
bond with good security, payable to the Justices of this 
County, in double the sum agreed upon, conditioned for 
the faithful performance of the contract so entered into, 
according tothe Act of Assembly, entitled an Act to estab- 
lish a Town in the county of Wood, and for other purposes 
passed January 11, 1811. And it is further ordered that 
the Commissioners aforesaid bind the undertaker, or 
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undertakers, to finish and complete said court-house on 
or before 1st August, 1813. And the Court, considering 
that, inasmuch as the whole tax for building the Clerk’s 
Office and Jail aforesaid has not been collected, and it 
would be most convenient to levy a tax for building said 
Court House in three years; It is ordered that one fourth 
of the sum agreed upon for building said Court House, be 
levied and collected in the ensuing year, and the balance 
to be levied and collected one half in the year 1815, and 
the other one half in the year 1814; and that the commis- 
sioners report, January term next, their proceedings.” 

In due time the commissioners reported that, ‘Shaving 
previously made known the day of sale, through the ‘‘Bye- 
Stander,” published in Clarksburg, and the‘‘Western Spec- 
tator,” in Marietta, and other means they had let the 
building of a Court House to Bennett Cook, for the sum 
of $3,168.75; that they have fixed on the center of Court 
Street one foot beyond a line with the Clerk’s office, and 
fronting the Ohio river, as the most eligible spot for the 
court house, and that they have taken Hugh Phelps, Jos. 
Cook, John Neal, Isaac Morris and Jonas Beeson securi- 
ties in the bond for the faithful performance of the con- 
tract. 

This order and contract was rescinded, 12 April, 1812, 
and Isaac Morris, Stephen R. Wilson and Geo. D. Avery 
were made commissioners to let a building, 45 by +45 feet, 
but similar in other respects. These second commission- 
ers to the court of 1 June, 1512, reported that: 

‘*By virtue of an order of the court as directed, passed 
at May term 1812, we have, at public sale at the door of 
the present Court House, sold the undertaking of the 
building of a new court house on the Public Square in the 
Town of Parkersburg, to Caleb Bailey, for $3,950, to be 
finished agreeably to the order of the court; and we have 
also taken hond and security for the performance of the 
same.” 

Isaac MORRIS, 
STEPHEN R. WILSON, 
Geo. D. AVERY. 
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3 A097 A PARKERSBURG, 
; ROX iN its. WEST UA. 
JAMES B. BIDDLESssswmM. F. DOLLM EYER. 


Biddle & Dollmeyer, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN 


eff G te C Fl CS ta 


2619 ANN STREET, 


PARKERSBURG, WEST VA. 
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417 Wiarket Street. 


Headquarters for Fine Watches, Diamonds, Jewelry, Etc. 


Lowest prices. Call andseeus. 
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a We have the best Shoe at this price in town. Made ov all the 

| different toes, Black and Tan, Heavy extension soles—Calf lined i 
Box Cali—Willow Cali—Titan Calf—Carribon Calf and Vici Kid. 

These Shoes are all haud-sewedand will wear as Well as any 5.00 
Shoe. Come to our Store and be fitted. 

| | 

| | 
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We don’t do it that 
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Call arid see the improved methods used in an 
up-to-date Laundry. 


Parkersburg Steam Laundry. 
Deer atest. = SY .,’Phene.J12, 


7S oe, aes / ‘5: a4 D9, 
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Established in 18933. 


 Hotlid day Novelties Arriving Daily. 


More Goods to the square inch than any house in the State, 


128 Third Street. Opposite the Cyclone Store. 
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ROBINSON DEED TO 'THE PUBLIC SQUARE IN 1811. 


This Indenture, made this first day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eleven, Be- 
tween William Robinson Jr. and Mary his wife of Pitts- 
bure in the State of Pennsylvania, of the one part, and 
John G. Henderson, Alexander Henderson, Ezekiel Me- 
Farland, Daniel Kincheloe, Reece Woolf, Thomas Taven- 
ner. Hugh Phelps, John Neal, George D. Avery, Richard 
Neale, Robert Edelen, Peter Anderson, Bennett Cook, 
Joseph Spencer, Ichabod C. Griitin, Hezekiah Bukey, 
John A. Kinnard, Robert Triplett, Thomas Maley, John 
Stokely, and Robert Wells, Gentlemen, Justices of the 
Peace within and for the County of Wood in the State of 
_Virginia of the other part, 

“Witnesseth, that the said William and Mary, for and in 
consideration of one dollar to them in hand paid, have 
bargained and sold and by these presents do grant bar- 
gain and sell and convey to the said Justices and to their 
successors in office, for the use of the County aforesaid, 
the public square in the town of Parkersburg, containing 
exclusive of streets and alleys, one acre and one third of 
an acre, bounded eastwardly by lots No. 70, 71, 87, 86, 
westwardly by the lots No. 72, 785, 84, 85, northwardly by 
William’s Court and southwardly by Phillip’s Court. To 
have and to hold the said public square with its appur- 
tenances to the said Justices and their successors in office, 
forever to and for the uses aforesaid. 

In Testimony whereof the said William and Mary have 
hereunto set their hands and aftixed their seals the day 
aud year above written. | 
William Robinson, Jr. (Seal) 
Mary Robinson. (Seal) 
Signed sealed and delivered in presence of 

Samuel A. Roberts. 
Samuel Roberts. 


Received on the day of the date of the above Instrument 
of Writing of the above mentioned Justices of the Peace 
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for the County of Wood, one dollar lawful Money, being 
the consideration in full above mentioned. 
William Robinson, Jr. 
en Ss: 


(Seal) 


Before me the subscriber, President of the ‘Courts of 
Common Pleas of the fifth Judicial District of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, personally appeared the 
within named William Robinson and Mary his wife, and 
in due form of law acknowledged the within written deed 


to be their act and deed, and as such desired the same ~ 


might be recorded, she the said Mary being of full age and 
being examined separate and apart from her said Hus- 
band declaring that she executed #he same without con- 
straint or coercion of her said husband. 

In Testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal this first day of May, Anno Dom. one thousand eight 
hundred and eleven. 


; 


Samuel Roberts. 


This is followed by certificate under seal of the Pro- 
thonotary of the Court, as to authority and signature of 
the President of the Cour ts, 


PETITIONS TO THE ASSEMBLY. 


In the House of Delegates, 10 Dec. 1813, was presented 

a ‘Petition from a number of the citizens of Wood, repre- 
senting that a difference of opinion exists among the peo- 
ple of that county, with respect to the present seat of 
Justice, and praying that certain persons therein men- 
tioned, be appointed commissioners to fix on the most 
eligible position, having due regard to the local situation 
of the county, as well as the rights and interests of the 
people; also that a law may pass authorizing the court of 
Wood to levy in next levy a sum sufficient to pay said com- 
missioners a reasonable compensation for their trouble. 

The same session and day, was offered adverse petition, 
“of a number of other citizens of the county, objecting to 
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the appointment of the persons proposed as commission- 
ers by the last mentioned petition, suggesting the propri- 
ety of selecting commissioners from the several extremi- 
ties of the County; and observing that a County levy is 
not necessary to make such commissioners’ compensation, 
a sufficient sum having been raised already, by voluntary 
subscription.” 

Another petition in the House was presented, 14 Decem- 
- ber 18138, from Wood, that a law may pass directing 
removal of the seat of Justice of said county, from the 
town of Parkersburg, to some more convenient and cen- 
tral place, and that the collection of monéy levied for the 
present year, intended to defray any part of the expense 
of erecting the new, unnecessary and extravagantly 
expensive Court House, about to be built, be prevented.” 

A bill was passed, 13 Jan. 1814, in one of the branches, 
and ten days later passed both houses, to fix a proper 
place for the Court House, as follows: 


CHANGE OF COURT LOCATION. 
Act of 24 Jan. 1814. 


‘Whereas it is represented to the General Assembly 
that the inhabitants of the County of Wood labor under 
great inconvenience, by being compelled to attend their 
court at the place where it is now holden, 

Be it therefore enacted, that Joseph Martin, and Joseph 
McCoy, of the County of Ohio, John Henderson. John 
McCulla and Thomas Hughes, Sr., of the County of 
Mason, gentlemen, be and they are hereby appointed 
Commissioners—authorized and required to ascertain and 
tix on the most proper place for holding?:courts for said 
County, having regard to the local situation and public 
convenience; and provided the Court of said County shail 
be removed from the place where it is now holden, they 
are to lay off and assess the value of two .acres of land at 
the place ‘so ascertained; whose duty it shall be, after 
having performed the services hereby required, to make 
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report thereof to the court of said County, to be there 
entered of record; and from the time of the return of said 
report, the title of said two acres of land shall be vested 
in said County for use of the same. 

That if said commissioners or a majority of them should 
fix upon any situation other than where the court of said 
County is now holden, * * * that so soonas a suffi- 
cient subscription shall be raised by, and competeut funds © 
‘procured by voluntary contributions, consisting of money, 
labor, or material, for purpose of erecting a court house 
and jail at the place aforesaid, it shall be ‘lawful for Peter 
Anderson, George Creel, Anthony Buckner, Alexander 
Henderson, John A. Kinnard, Ezekiel McFarland, Thomas 
Maley and Adam Deem, any three of whom may act, who 
are hereby required to contract and agree with some per- 
son or persons for undertaking the said buildings consist- 
ing of such dimensions and materials as the said commis- 
sioners* may direct, taking bond and security. 

That so soon as said buildings shall be completed, 
report be made to court and entered of record, and the 
‘said court, at end of the term to which said report shall 
be made, shall adjourn to the Court House at the place so 
fixed, and to the buildings erected thereon in pursuance of 
this act, whereupon the Court of said County of Wood 
shall thereafter be holden at said place. 

That as soon as the said court shall be adjourned as 
aforesaid, the said Commissioners, or a majority of them, 
shall, and they are hereby authorized and required to sell, 
for the best price that can be obtained, and upon such 
. terms as they think best, the public property in the town 
of Parkersburg, giving at least two months previous 
notice of such sale by advertising same at the door of the 
old Court House in said town. That it shall be the duty 
* * * toapply the money produced by such sale toward 
paying the valuation of the two acres of land aforesaid 
and defraying all necessary expenses which may have 
accrued in the buildings aforesaid, in the first place; and 
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*Allowance to the commissioners, 33 per day for time employed. 
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to divide the residue thereof amongst all such persons as 
have voluntarily contributed thereto, in proportion to 
their respective contributions; but sbould the residue 
exceed the sum subscribed, then the surplus shall be 
applied to such county purposes as the Court of said 
County may direct. 


COMMISSIONERS REPORT. 
1 April 1814, 


A report of the Commissioners appointed to ascertain 
and fix the proper place of holding the courts of this 
County was returned in words and figures following, to 
wit; which report is ordered to be recorded: 

To the Worshipful Court of Wood County: 

The undersigned, by an act of the General Assembly of 
Virginia, passed the 24th of January, 1814, entitled an 
act appointing Commissioners to ascertain proper place 
for holding courts in the County of Wood and for other 
purposes, having been appointed Commissioners for the 
purpose aforesaid, and having attentively examined and 
considered the subject matter to us assigned by said act, 
having had due regard for the local situation and public 


convenience of said County, as well from the present. 


as probable population thereof, beg leave to report that 
they are unanimously of the opinion that the public 
square in the Town of Parkersburg as now appointed, is 
the proper and most suitable ree for holding the courts 
of said County. 
: Joseph Martin, 
? J eae McCoy. Gaig founty- 


piened. John Henderson, | . 
John McCulloch, Mason County. 


Thomas Hughes Sr. 
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_ SUIT AGAINST CONTRACTOR BAILEY. 
Upon the court minutes, 2 January 1815, are the words: 
“It appearing to the Courtthat Caleb Bailey, the under- 
taker of the new court house upon the Public Square in 
the town of Parkersburgh, hath failed to comply with his 
said undertaking by building and completing thesaid Court 
House, within the time stipulated in his contract; it is 
therefore ordered that James G. Laidley and Joseph H. 
Samuels institute a suit upon the bond of said Caleb 
Bailey, in the Superior Court of Law of this County.” 
Both at the March and April sessions of 1816, it was 
concluded that the old court building on Kenawha street, 
was ‘‘out of repair and unfit for use,” and an adjournment 
was ordered to the building erected on the Public Square, 
by Caleb Bailey. 
To this, pending a suit, the contractor demurred, and 3 
Feb. 1817, the court entered upon its minutes: © 
‘‘Whereas a contract was entered into by and between 
Caleb Bailey and the Justices of Wood County for the 
building of a Court House, in said County, and 
Whereas, a suit was instituted in the Superior Court of 
said County against said Bailey and his sureties for non- 
performance of contract, which said suit is now pending 
in said court, and 


Whereas it appears to this court that the said Bailey 
has nearly completed his said contract in building said 
Court House, 


It is therefore ordered that the Court doth now receive 
said building, and that the sheriff of the County take 
_ possession thereof, and that the Attorney for the Justices 
of the County dismiss suit against said Bailey and securi- 
ties, at the next term of said Superior Court, at cost of 
said Bailey.on the said pwleg completing the residue of 
the said contract.” 


In June 1817 Isaac Morris, James H. Neal and Joseph 
H. Samuels were authorized to have the Buildings on the 
Public Square enclosed with a suitable fence, and eighty 
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Pen Drawing by F. H. Diss Debar, 
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dollars was appropriated for the expense thereof. The 
fence was one made by swinging iron chains from many 
posts, and having three turn-styles, double ones at front 
and single ones at side approaches near the clerks offices. 
The engraving on opposite page presents a fairly ac-. 
curate picture of the first substantial Court House. In 
front grew up immense locust trees, and at the sides, drop- 
ping at proper season their rustic fragrance, and later 
their leaves over candidates for office, and the deputy sher- 
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Pen Drawing by F. HM, Diss Debar, 

THE VILLAGE MARKET 
iffs, constables and auctioneers who cried-off -personal 
property to the highest bidders on court days, very much 
as they do now, eight tenths of a century ago. 

The court room was fitted up in the plainest style. The 
platform or judicial bench was four feet high and extended 
across one entire end of the building. This was neces- 

_ sary, as there were at quarterly terms often twenty Jus- 
- tices in attendance at once—every magistrate in the county 
being a judge. The jury hall was in the second story, and 
approached by a narrow stairway from one corner of the 
court room below. It was devoted, by assent of the cus- 
todian, to society and committee meetings. The first Ma- 
sonic Lodge, instituted by Judge Summers as Grand Mas- 
ter of Virginia in 1819, held its meetings for years in this 
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tyled chamber, and it is asserted that Ephraim Bee, the 
humorist politician and legislator, in the midnight hour 
oft gathered the dignified and sedate novitiates of local 
prominence and the legal lights of other counties there to 
enjoy the mysteries and deep secrets veiled in the order 
of E. Clampus Vitis, while his solemn voice uttered impe- 
rious-mandate and the victim became the center of mirth 
and laughter. 

In the rear—shown in above separate cut—subsequently 
was erected, at expense of the city, a Market House. The 
Jail was across Market street, on the site of the present 
one, or perhaps a little South-west on the prison lot. It 
was of stone as far as the prisoners quarters, and of brick 
for the family of the Jailor. Itis said that this jail was 
built by Peyton Butcher and‘Charles Price. 

Upon either side of the court edifice were one-story 
brick buildings, used respectively for the County and Cir- 
cuit clerks. The space between the Court House building 
andthe clerks’ offices was about twelve or fifteen feet. 
Just back of these buildings, extending along Market 
street, was located the market house with its brick pillars 
and low roof, eves extending out beyond the pillars, fur- 
nishing a shelter many feet outside of the house proper. 
The space surrounding the building was enclosed by a 
chain fence, consisting of posts from which drooped one 
single line of chain, and here and there a turn-stile, that 
allowed egress and ingress to the then up-to-date lawn, 
and served to prevent the cows from making it a tryst- 
ing place, although the hogs that were loose in the town 
could pass under with ease, but at the risk of being cor- 
nered by some of the idle boys who were ever ready to 
mount their backs and ride at break-neck speed to the 
chain fence, where rider and hog would part company, 
the hog passing under the chain and out into the domain 
of liberty and the boy sliding off onto the ground with a 
heavy thud. Asthe warm days of summer came on and 
work in the clerks’ offices grew slim or the clerks grew 
tired and weary of indoor life, the shady space between 
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the buildings became a place of recreation and games, und 
the clerks, lawyers, editor, and other prominent men of 
the village could be'often found engaged in the game of 
marbles,and the voice of Armstead Moss, James J. Neal, Al- 
exander McD. Sterret, A.G. Clark, Pat Kiger, John R. Mur- 
dock, Cincinnatus J. Neal, the Jackson boys and others, most 
of whom have long since crossed the silent river, could be 
heard using the boyish phrases: ‘‘Knuckle down,” ‘‘No 
hunching,” ‘‘Who picked up my taw?” ‘‘Get back to the 
line.” In the rear of this scene, upon the dirt floor of the 
old market house, could be heard the voices of the 
younger set as they played “Rolla Bola,” or ‘Four hole 
marble,” and Kinnard Snodgrass, A. F.. Gibbens, Ed. P. 
Chancellor, Arthur H. Chevalier, Albert K. Leonard, 
Gordon B. Gibbens, Charlie B. Smith, Jos. B. Neal and 
other boys all hollowing at once: ‘‘My turn next,” ‘‘Stop 
your hunching, you took two spans,” ‘‘You’re out of the 
game.” Back of the old court house and near the market 
house stood the whipping post, and the writer of this has 
pictured in his mind to this day, the appearance of a thief, 
one Bodine, who was sentenced to be publicly whipped 
for robbing the clothesline of one of our citizens, L. P. 
Neal. As the Sheriff, Uncle Tull Cook, with a good strong 
whip, began the execution of this sentence, and as the red 
streak appeared after each stroke of the whip, we were 
convinced that it was an awful bad job to be caught steal- 
ing from a clothesline. 


THE OLD GIVES WAY TO THE NEW. 


The third seat, or first permanent court house, has been 
the place of organization for the Baptist, Methodist, 
Episcopalian, and Presbyterian church societies. There 
elders, deacons, stewards and vestrymen were elected. 
‘**Tts unblessed secular bell summoned all the congrega- 
tions,” in turn, and invited the public to religious wor- 
ship. The great theologian and orator Alex. Campbell 
there frequently delivered his impressive sermons, but 


: oe” a ei oe ® 
banat deni bis Ge engage 
lo sem Jaenimorg vedio bas 
to erie, edt of beairucts fernobs 1 DUO ¢ 
[A lno% L eoniwt ag thintaaned ie ais f 
uM SEdol vested diel DA seat do 
teom ,etedio bas avod voalonl odt lao Lentac 
ad Hlues 1ovid Inolie odt- heezow sonia gaol Neville 
ov’ “wwob eblonn A :eaeaitg deiyod off? gitan f 
add of aad toD" "Sennd yan qu bealoiey ott? sat orud 
sili to seolt muib edd aequ mene eit losaen edd ah, 
oft Ww Belov ont bised ad blweo senor yet bio” 
slod so! 4 "lotl allohl” begulty qoilt ea fez hes prati ; 
~ 4 .DbU eoeddiD .4.A. eestahboae Disaniz boa’ ‘ eldsemt 
fynsotl 2h Prrecil aA: | aoieved) Ht qodss A noleosadD — : 
ban ta old tL ucokh .dtime .& oilvadD ,eneddip. | ohio. , 
ole" haces ord UN? :90n0 1B uaiwollod lis eyed pes 
ocd to Ina or" i yA 4 AALS owad #00! HOY aaidooud 1OY 
hoi at qnee bas vevot TOD hie ed) to lop “oe 
ent eidd lo yetinw odd bas teog yaigaldy ad} boole sgt 
= dd & to oOharnboce qwodd .yab aislt ov burton eiel wi beantoig 
eongefiriwy el ee od of heoneduce exw ody atbodl Nb 
Pi a asesitio suo to eno Te entleadiols off gaiddor 7aR ” 
oie boo, Hes wool {iT ston U Binade ong aA li 
hyo's ons 2p hire onpisoe sid la noltuogse odd aezed ith y 
siow ow. .qidw ett lo slorte dose 193%~e bexgeqge aaomtas, —_ 
-lsota dihguns, od oF do i bed Ivins os esw ti dad? beonivaog,. 


Reiniiieinana oR Mh Bok 


Wan at OF YAR eavi9 quo. at pncben saad ; 
Ci Ie, aT ee 
toed. end adalah i100 panieniineia exit messin faidd oT 
jetbodtoht seisqnd oft wo? soitssiasy1o to’ pri ager 
_oiadT aeltelooe dormdo aeirorydesth bas.,txilaqoosigh iS es 
-betoole etow aooyieoy baw. absewote oooh gpoblo 5 a ' 
-paetgavs ot Hg besormaue [food “glnooe hoaaotdare att oy ard 
“ow enolyior oa vildug adt botivaisbow: rust poirot 
Hacdkyunas) .xolA 4O1gx0, bee naigolooddt 34 
jod anonriee aviaeorqal 4d borovilob y% 


Peep syd 


@ - 
om boul io 


50 


tailed to gather into the fold enough members to form a 
church organization. 

On 1 Dec. 1817 the sum of four hundred dollars was 
appropriated to procure a suitable bell, and David Blair 
commissioned to purchase and put it in place. That 
metalic sounding board had a history interesting to mor- 
alize over. Beneath its space in the cupola of the Temple 
of Justice not only wrangled lawyers, who have become 
distinguished for oratory and legal lore, both in forum, 
and legislature, and the bar of an imperious variable 
public opinion, but divines whose fingers on the sacred 
page pointed erring souls who had fractured superior 
law, to a court more merciful than human judges; and here 
at its signal met the reformers of every phase in religion, 
temperance, politics, exhibitions humorous and minstrel 
and miscellaneous. Whig and Federalist from its ele- 
vated broad platform, discussed the principles of their 
opposing theories, and in forensic discussion urged the 
voters, one to marshal under the banner of ‘‘ Men, not 
Measures,” and the other ‘‘ Measures, not Men.” 


Here, in forum and at the bar, orated and pleaded with 
fervor and magnetism talented and distinguished public 
men of home and distant sections, who have long gone to 
‘their reward. Isaac Morris, terse, independent, renera- 
ble, who went oft by viva-voce suffrage to the Virginia 
Assembly; James G. Laidley, Prosecutor and Capt. ia the 
war of 1812, Joseph H. Samuels, and Joseph Spencer, Dan- 
iel G. Morrell, preacher, teacher, lawyer, and court scribe, 
Gen’] John Jay Jackson who oft from its platform ad- 
dressed the people on fundamental themes and leading is- 
sues to inhabitants west of the mountains; Jacob Beeson 
Blair who later represented the District in Congress when 
Lincoln gave into his hands the parchment of Statehood, 
Peter G. Van Winkle who filled so well a Senatorial seat 
in political storm, Snodgrass, Mayberry, Stephenson all 
gifted and learned in the law, Judge Wm. L. Jackson, Lt. 
Gov. of Virginia, and a host of others, who here and else- 
where won distinction and success, 
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In the process of time, with its historic associations, 
its shaded surroundings, and its pristine architecture, 
like the pioneers who caused its construction, by the 
edict of another generation, and the inexorable law of de- 
cay, the old court building gave way to its successor, the 
recent one, upon the same public square on the soil of 
which Allen had once planted, cut, husked and. garnered 
the maize of the Indian. 

Another step forward in the line of progress,.and the 
command went:forth that a ‘larger, more convenient and 
handsomer structure should take its place. 

Down came the monument of pioneer days and the same 
cry went up from some of our citizens that fills the air to- 
day: ‘“Too expensive, the old one is good enough.” ‘‘We 
don’t need it.” , 

The fourth court house, engraving of which is given on 
opposite page, was ordered to be erected in 1459, and com- 
pleted in 1860. It cost $25,000, and at its completion was 
the finest then in the western part of Virginia. It was 
begun by order of the court and first occupied in Novem- 
ber, 1860, ere the storm of war swept the Nation. 

It is of record in the County Order book, April Term 
1859, page 286: 

“The Justices of the County, having all been summoned 
to attend the court to consider the propriety of erecting a 
new public building for the said county, and a majority of 


said Justices being present, decide to erect said building;’ 


whereupon John R. Murdock, William L. Jackson, James 
Cook, John Hall, Jas. M. Jackson, H. P.:Dils and Josiah 
Shanklin, Gents, are appointed Commissioners ‘to report 
a plan and specifications of said building, together with 
the probable cost of the erection of the same, to the next 
levy Court of this County.” 

On the first day of the June term report was made in 
these words: 


. 


‘To the Justices of Wood County Court: 
The undersigned, appointed at the April term 1859, to 
report plans and specitication of new public buildings to- 
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gether with the.:probable cost of the erection‘of the same, 
beg leave, respectfully to report: 

That they submit herewith ground plans and front ele- 
vation for the Court House to occupy the present site of 
the Jail, and to front on the line of Market street, as ex- 
tended through the public square, the estimated cost of 
which will not, in the opinion of your committee, exceed 
$14,000. 

Your committe recommend the erection of a new jail, 
inasmuch as the present one is both unsafe, and so con- 
structed as to render it difficult, if not impossible to ven- 
tilate, and because your Committee deem the site of the 
same the most suitable for the erection of the new Court 
House. 

Your committee have selected a lot convenient to the 
present Public Square upon which to erect the proposed 
new Jail, having a front upon Court Street of 55 feet, and 
a depth of 170 feet, which can be purchased at the pres- 
ent price of $800, from Beverly Smith, Esq. This lot has, 
in the opinion of your committee, at least two hundred 
dollars in value of spare dirt, which can be used in mak- 
ing the fill in the rear of the new Court House. 

Your Comiittee herewith submit a plan for a new Jail, 
the estimated cost of which will be about 85,000. 

Inasmuch as your committee have selected the present 
site of the Jail as the location of the new Court House, 
they recommend that the new jail be tirst erected, that 
the same be commenced and completed during the pres- 
ent year, and that a levy be made to the amount of $4,000 
for the purpose. 


John Hall, Jas, M. Jackson, 

Jno. R. Murdock, Josiah Shanklin, 

James Cook, Wm. L. Jackson, 
Fak» aus. 


‘Whereupon,’ continues the record, ‘James M. Steph- 
enson appeared, and moved in court to postpone the con- 
sideration of the subject of the public building until the 
next levy term of the Court, which motion being argued 
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and considered, is overruled by a vote of eleven to seven. 
And thereupon the plan of the Court House presented 
by the Committee is unanimously adopted. And the ques- 
tion of locality of said Court House being considered, then 
between the location fixed by said committee in their 
report—namely, the site of the present Jail—-and a point 
commencing on the North West side of Market street, and 
running toward the present Court House—the Court, with 
one dissentient only, determined on the latter point as the 
locality of the said new Court House.” 


‘It is, therefore, ordered that John R. Murdoch, James 
Cook, Jas. M. Jackson, Wm. L. Jackson, and Edward 
Tracewell, Gents, be and they are hereby constituted and 
appointed a Committee to contract for. the construction 
and erection, and to superintend the building of the new 
Court House of this county, and the repairs to be made 
to the present Jail, with power to said committee to contract 
for the waking brick and building the said Court House, 
and to purchase the necessary lumber and timbers for the 
same, and generally to exercise their own judgment in all 
things pertaining to the erection of said Court House. 
And it is ordered that the sum of $200 be levied, at the 
present term, and placed under the control of the said 
Committee for the purpose of making the repairs afore- 
said, to the said Jail. And it is further ordered that the 


sum of $3,500 be levied at the present Term, and placed | 


under the control of said Committee for the purpose of 
buying brick, lumber, and timbers for the said new Court 
House.” 


The next day, W. L. Jackson came into court, and 
declined to act as a commissioner, and Robert S. Smith 
was, in his stead, appointed on the Building Committee. 

The Justices sitting then were: H. P. Dils, Pres’t., 
George Page, James Stephens, Ed. D. Stage, Jesse Mur- 
dough, E. P. Dye, Lemuel Cooper, Joseph Johnston, W. 
A. M. Reed, Robert Buckner, Benj. R. Pennybacker, 
Edward Tracewell, Jacob Cork, Mathew Mayhew, Geo. 
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56 
W. Henderson, Robert S. Smith, Levi Hopkins and Geo. 
W. Lott. 

At the February Term, 1860, the court adjourned, to 
meetin Hutchinson’s Brick Building, at the northwest 
corner of Court and Juliann streets, where the Prager 
building now stands, and there continued its sessions till: 
completion of the new structure. The contractor was 
Lysander Dudley, an expert in his line of work. 

The Court, at its October Term, 1860, ordered that, 
‘‘the books and records of the Court be removed to the 
office prepared in the new Court House, and ‘that said 
Court House be the place of meeting from and after 7th 
of November next.” 

In April 1863 the Court appointed James Cook, William 
Burke and John Hall a committee to report plans and cost 
for iron railing to be placed around the Court House yard. 
It was not deemed best, subsequently, vith the Court to 
enclose the area. 


For over one generation, more thana third of a century, 
aye, for nearly four decades, stood and was used for pub- 
lic purposes, this substantial structure. During the period 
rapid advancement was made in population, wealth, social 
and political freedom. Nearly 50,000 persons were added 
to our population, basing the growth within the past ten 
years upon the proportion of increase for preceding thirty; 
the valuation of assessable property increased from $3, 261, - 
876, and taxes paid thereon to the State, from $20,760 to 
present values, respectively,and the shackles fell from four 
million slaves, and the inhabitants west of the Mountains 
were freed from theslavery of unequal taxation and rep- 
resentation imposed by despotic rulers of Tide-water, 
Virginia. 

Within its walls, in calm logic ei honest fervor, spoke 
the National patriotism of our citizenship, and originated 
steps for restoration of civil grovernment and the creation 
of the new State of West Virginia. Forth from its legal 
bar emerged during thestorm, one who became our safe 
leader in counsel, our State’s Executive and Senator in 
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the halls of an eventful Congress, Arthur I. Boreman., 
From beneath its protecting roof passed into responsibility 
and renown, two Governors, Wm. E.Stevensonand Jacob 
B. Jackson, whose dust now reposes in the same River 
View Cemetery. 


From its walls, but trained within the preceding temple 


of justice, stepped into Presidential commission, one who 
for nearly four decades has honorably filled the seat of 
United States Judge for the District of West Virginia. It 
was the arena of giant debates between Governor William 
Smith, known as ‘‘extra Billy,” of Virginia, and General 
John Jay Jackson, his peer in argument; of John J. Davis 
and William L. Wilson; of General N. Goff and the author 
of the Wilson Tariff bill. 


Some of the brightest intellects of the country voiced 
their opinions under its roof. Chief Justice Chase held a 
term of the United States Court there. James G. Blaine, 
from its steps, eloquently addressed the multitude; Ben- 
jamin Butler, in behalf of the Greenback party advocated 
the enunciations of their platform. Governor, now Pres- 
dent Wm. McKinley, from its pillared portico, uttered the 
creed that put his political friends in control of the govern- 
ment of our Nation. Therein were cast thirteen votes for 
Abraham Lincoln in 1860, when amid the intense political 
excitement only the bravest dared to stem the tide of Vir- 
ginia opinion. 

Even the substantial and historic edifice failed to ex- 
pand, by repairs andimprovements, with the growth of 
our legal and fiscal necessities and the vast stride made in 
population and official demands. By decree, swinging 
under the ax of Time, it passed from sight. 


The County clerk, 19 June 1898 moved records and of- 
fice appurtenances to the basement of the Citizens National 
Bank building, on 4th and Market streets. The Circuit 
clerk and Commissioners: rooms, sheriff's apartments and 
States attorney having location in secoud and third stories. 

The first blow that was the beginning of the end of the 
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old court house was struck at an early hour Friday morn- 
ing, July 7, by Hubert Dickel’s gang of roofers. 

Thirty-nine years ago from that day, the building was 
under course of construction. Thirteen years ago, the 
lightning laid a heavy hand on the old temple. 

The stones that formed the base for the old Grecian 
columns in front were the largest that had ever been used 
in Parkersburg at the time, and were hauled by Hugo 
Heydenreich, then a teamster under the supervision of 
the elder Lysander Dudly, now on the other side of the 
Great Divide. 

Among the most intensely interesting trials ever held 
in the old court room, were the Schaefer and the Boice-— 
Grogan and Gibbony murders. The former was executed 
in the field adjoining the old Dils graveyard on the North 
Western Pike. The old oak tree from which he was hung 
still stands. Boice, Gibbony and Grogan were executed 
on Fort Boreman. 

At the latter, multitudes from every adjoining county, 
travelled day and night, to be in time to witness the most 
noted hanging which ever took place in Wood county. 
Pieces of the rope used in the execution are still kept by 
many citizens as keepsakes of the occasion. 

The last case to be tried in the old criminal court room 

ras that of a saloon keeper charged with selling liquor to 
minors, The jury which rendered a verdict of ‘‘not 
guilty,’ was composed of C. A. Alexander, Jno. W. Kin- 
nard, P. C. Barrett, Jr., M. W. Farrell, M. Clark, H. O. 
Nicholas, J. A. Montgomery. J. B. Jackson, M. Atkinson, 
I. Henthorne, W. S. Reynolds, and James Farnsworth. 

The plans of the new structure for County uses, and 
which will begin the second century of its existence call 
for a building, 43x99 feet. It is to be of stone and in the 
Romanesque style ofarchitecture, which insures a building 
of beauty and suhstantial appearance. It will be of abso- 
lute fire-proof construction, nothing but iron and steel go- 
ing into the frame work, while the floors will be of terra 
cotta. 
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H. L. CASWELL, President, FRANK E. WATERMAN, Cashier, 
EDWARD NELLY, Assistant Cashier. 


BMTTAL do, . BODOO 
Surplus and Profits, . eS ICD, 


Wood County Bank. 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 


DEPOSITORY OF THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 


Safety Deposit Boxes for Rent. . 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits. 
Accounts of Firms and Individuals Solicited. 


DIRECTORS: H. L. Caswell, L. B. Dellicker, Joe. Keller, A. B. Whits, B. 
S. Pope, Wm. Bentiey, Joel Beckwith, E. C. Gerwig. 


WILL GO ON YOUR BOND 


AEN ASS SAI ACW WSS." 


The Citizens Trust and Gu laranty CO. of West Virginia 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 
PAID UP CAPITAL, - - -* $250,000.00. 


'J.M. JACKSON, Jr., President. S.D°CAMDEN; - } 
J.B. FINLEY, Secretary and Treasurer. F.S. LANDSTREET,}Vice Presidents, 
V. B. ARCHER, General Counsel. H. B. SEITH, J 
DIRECTORS—J. M. Jackson. jr... F. S. Landstreet, S. D. Camden, C. H. Shat- 


tuck, John T. McGraw, A. B. Fieming, T. Moore Jackson, David E. Johnston, 
Warren Miller, Geo. A. Burt, N. B. Scott, Harrison B. Smith, W. P. Habbard, I. C. 
White, J‘ R* Finley. 


WE-- ee ee RS et ee ea 


- Act as Receivers. 
Buy and sell bonds. 
Rent saiety deposit vaults. 
‘ Become sole surety on bonds of all kinds, 
Make loans on collateral and real estate. 
Collect incomes, rents, interests and dividends. 
Manage sinking funds for corporations and municipalities, 
Manage estates, real or personal, for you or your children, 
Act as trustee uuder mortgages, assignments and 
trust. 
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The Gld Reliable Liquor Dealer. 

Nos. 125, 127, and 129 ANN STREET. 
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Fine Old Whiskies, Wines, Beer and Alcohol. All 


mailorders given prompt attention. Jugging and 
Bottling a specialty. 
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Tin and [ron Roofing a Specialty. 
Importers of Fine Pappy and hang 
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Jdobbers of Hardware. . | 
413 Market Street. 
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Weare not One Hundred Years Old. But weare 
old enough and have been in busineas in Parkers- 
burg long enough to establish a reputation for hon- 
est dealing. Comeandseeus, we carry everything 
pertaining to the jewelry business, and have one of 
the best repairing departments in the city. 


w#& OLIN V. NEAL, vt 


416 Market St, Parkersburg, W. Va. 
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~In the rooms where there is to be much walling or 
standing the terra cotta will have board floor laid over it. 
The corridors and some of the public rooms wiil have the 
tile floors of a handsome design. The building will have 
equal entrances on Third and Market streets to the first 
floor, and will have east and west entrances. 

Through the building, from the main entrances, will be 
a seventeen foot corridor. In the center of the building 
there is to be a rotunda 80x48 feet, to the full height of 
the building, and out of this the stairway will rise from 
each side to the second floor. The stairs will be of orna- 
mental iron. | 

The building wilt have three stories and a basement un- 
der all. In the southwest corner of the basement will be 
an assembly room for public meetings, 314x514, feet in 
size. It will have a twelve foot ceiling and will be six 
feet above ground, so that it will be of great worth and 
convenience. 

The heating and ventilating plants, will also be located 
in the basement. 

On the first floor the county and circuit clerk’s offices 
‘will be located, in the same relative positions that they 
were in the old building. Each will have a public room, 
work room and private office, besides vaults 174xs2 feet 
in size. | 

The vaults will be equipped conveniently for those 
working among the records. 

The county commissioners will have apartments 
located relatively where the sheriff’s office was in the old 
building, They will have a public and private room, a 
work room and connection to the county clerk’s vault. 

The sheriff's offices, which are of the same size and 
plan as the commissioners, will be in the northwest 
corner. Just inside the building, at the Market street 
entrances, there will be toilet rooms for ladies and gentle- 
men. 

The two clerks’ officés will be equipped with private 
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toilet rooms. All the first floor rooms are to have four- 
teen-foot ceilings. | 

On the second floor the er iminal: and circuit court rooms 
will be located, the criminal on the Third street side and 
the circuit on the Market street side. The criminal court 
room will be 834x474 feet and the circuit court 29x54 feet. 

On the east side of the criminal court room the prose- 
cuting attorney will have a public and private office, and 
in the rear of it will be a men’s witness room and law 
library. On the west side of the building will be public 
and private rooms for judges of the courts, and a 
ladies’ witness room. On the third floor will be the jury 
rooms, with private connections to the court rooms. 
There will be five large offices on the third floor. 

The criminal court room will be lighted from a big sky- 
light, as will also the rotunda in the center of the building. 

Over the Third street entrance to the building will rise 
a graceful tower, which will stand 150 feet from the pave- 
ment. Atthefour corners of the building there will belarge 
turrets over the east and west entrances. Over the Mar- 
ket street entrance there will be a larger and more elab- 
orate turret. 


"CLERKS OFFICES, JAILS AND PUNISHMENTS, 


While the court of the county of Wood, through long 
years, seems from the records, to have no abiding place, 
but was peripatetic, yet there were law violators sen- 
tenced and a prison was at once necessary. 

’ The Justice’s minutes of April 15, 1800, shows: 

“On motion of Jno. G. Henderson that a jail should be 
erected agreeably to theorder of the court appointing a 

place for erecting public buildings, and that it be sold to 
_ the lowest bidder at next court, the sheriff to be reim- 
--bursed at the expense of the court, when the levy can be 
collected by law.” 

The session of May 12, 180), has record, that the sheriff 
came into court, and upon an order to commit to his cos: 


aad ov eager 4 
” atom +o Meee 
viene hel ¥- pets Ri ae 

amoor aos tisotio bus laniminy, volt hh 17 at 

bas »bia JeovebritT odt no lassiussixo. ovis. 6 Soh anc ol od Ly 
too laaimit edT. | obie tovita tartieM pdt mite 
jest b&x0° dauoo disp sis odt bits toot t indit Moot 

ORT] adt moot sito. laaiaits otto shige teno 4 it 20 

bas ,soiffo otaving bun ailsog B avast fliw coriolis % tid 

"el bum moot 2a: = a'nou 6 ad lfiw ti Yo 1091 | od? n a 

sildug od iw geiblind, odd to shia tesw edt 20 Ulan 

& boas alto od to eyebul rot emoot alsving 1B 

win aft ad [iw noo bid) od} nO .mo007 aaoutty "aside 

moot sioo oft of anoltysnaos staviiq. Ati (amoor 
tool built edd ao esofito opial ovit ad iw stedT 

Vie gid riety iideil od Hiv moot tudo Lsniatht ofT Pa: 

saihlind adi ' bores’ yodt at abautot ond oals tw aa digit 

ait Ui 5 eaten, ad! of sonettie teeta bridT dt revO © Lae ae 

areq ot, sii to01 O€! bawta liiw dotdw sewot Intesarg a “4 

agialod Lliw oxedt yaiblind od? lo exeaioo io0tedts tA tem 

sl odt xevO  2eonkies tasw bite tesd af teve deme ht 
isis otom baa t9918l a od [iw oted? sone ine jsese jou = 
| sort o1a10 
sa 


' oe ; . : 
BTMIMHAIMDT CMA BILAL 2AOFIIO eXAEIO ue Me 


=| 


) _ 
a 4 q : 
b & © 


® 
® 


of davomlt .bool to Yinsoo sdt te too oii oli oe 
goals ‘anibide on ovad ot abyrro: et edt cootl anyvase Z1BOY cai 
-coa atoteloly wal stow onodh toy Olt gtaqitog age tad ig 
“pisaeo eR 990 te aaw aoaitg © bag, begat 
‘ewoda ,OOKL 31 liaqA to.eotusimm 2 ‘poltenl ¢ oT “ae. 
ad biueda liat.s- sada soamebuall +) osbio soitoat ne » ‘, 
8 Ruudnioggs, t109 edt to tohbs0 9d? ob yidasootpa. be 997 
of Bloe od ti ted? bas. agniblisd sildacy yithiog19 1 hes | 
-iet $d .ot Titeda odd tinoo ixedt 36 tobbid peat 
ed uso yvolodt aadw ,tiso9 > ond to ‘Sanoqxo orf? jab 
kc. ee id ot siiod 
fixode odt ted) ,broo07 end Oar, ft yal to noiaesa ¢ ~ Vine 


EO% ail a iegairo9 vd ha sb mB p nog bate hoct are ont: a 
i ee dias ioe. 


ee 


GIweD 


ee 


eb me 


pe 


eet a 


t 


THE FIFTH COURT HOUSE. 
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tody some criminal, ‘‘protested that the jail’—which must 
have been one only on paper—‘‘was insufficient.” 

Whereupon it was ordered that ‘‘a jail be built of square 
hewed logs, 16x29 feet, 9 feet between floors, and that the 
floors be made of like hewed timber, with asufticient door 
and window, and a good shingle roof, the logs to be at 
least 10 inches square, to be dowelled well, and to be 
finished on or before the second Monday in August next, 
and to be sold this evening by the sheriff to the lowest 
bidder.”’ 

The contract was so auctioned off, and sold to Andrew 
Vanvlare, for 3279, and it was confirmed by the Court. 

April 6, 1401, John Stephenson, Jesse Bartlett and John 
Bagdley were commissioned to view the jail and report 
whether it had been built agreeably to contract. It was 
favorably reported upon, and July 6, 1801, accepted and 
put into use. | 

This was probably one of the cabins at Neal’s Station, 
near where the Court held its earliest session. 

For Feb. 1, 1502, the minutes read: 

Ordered that a jail stocks and pillory be built at the 
point of the Kenawha on the ground laid off for that pur- 


-pose, and that Joseph Cook, John Stephenson and 


Thomas Lord, Esq., be appointed commissioners to sup- 
erintend the business and carry the same into effect, and 
that the same be finished by June Court next. And that 
the jail donot exceed thirty feet in length, and twenty 
feet in breadth, and not less than twenty-five feet in 
Jength, and eighteen feet in breadth. And to be nine feet 
from the lower floor to the upper floor, with convenient 
doors and windows, with a partition through the same. 
In May, 1892, an allowance was made by the ‘‘Gentle- 


men Justices” for building this jail, $527. 


There is no doubt that the first permanent court house 
was just below Rifle Run, on Stokely property, in 
“Springville” or Newport, and was a two story log house. 
The second story was to be used for the sessions of the 
court, and was approached by a flight of stairs. It was 


ne nl tn ii las lst sti ill talc i aia att tN RIL Lilt lt ORE MOLLE ALAR EEL LA PLE RP cee le a ee ae ee A Th nn a Ro El LNA RTA IR AGIA AB 


osaupe to tind od 


end dadd bow 2100 
sooh taoisiives div sodmit bowed adil to ob oa i. 
jn od Of egol edt toon olgaide boos s baa j i‘ 


* 
a. te 


od of bas lew belleovbb od of oxsupnaenels aa tex Pa ie 
txou davguA si yabooM haosse silt eroled 10 20° bedeint — 
teowol ot ot Bihnede ods yd peters eids peabe ted a 


_ 7 : 
aes 3 a) 


waibnA ot bloa baa Ro beaoltove oe saw joatinos edT : 
tinod act vd boomAinos eaw tt bos OT&% 102 .osalvneV 
ailol bre diel oeeol .coendiqot@ adol, 108! 0 Tiagé 


dtoqet brs list edt wolvy of hesoiselmmeos sisw volbys@ 
apw al ao sealaos od ‘vidseerize tind cod bad it tedtedw sd 
bas boi: yoos 1081: 6 yiob bee toy betioqet ylides st ic 
=a 
aan otal oq 


Holista e’laeKk ta anideo edt Yo ono yidedorq eaw aldT ~ 
_ .woieees tapilies ati bled tis0D od? grodw teem 

ch ‘hoot eatunio ods Oar , i dat 104 
adt de one { nol Disa er Hat ao dase -emees 


bite honsaibles ‘nd@u deeb dqoeol far bad , . | 
qua o¢ eienoleetcrnros beiniogqa ed ,.peul dior te is i 
bia ,todtte ofel emee ont yries bus eeonlend ef) bostnite- < | 
beds bath .txen J1009 onl yd betaiah od omee orlt $e > om ay 
yinow? Doe vit¢pcol si toot ytd? besoxe tomob list eff | 
ui loo? evityinow? sadd eeol tom bas albaaad Se pet, © 
joot enix od ot bak .dibeord af toot neetiyie hae ie 
tovinevacs diiw ,roolt 19qqu odd of took oneal wont aot 
ise edt denord noitiniuc & din ewobmiv 
olson)” ott: vd Sbeie es oonsvolla ae SOAS - oe rae i 
| TS68 dist edd anibliod rk" eaoitest Meer 
sasiod. ixn00 tponored tesit ont tec! Iduoh.oa ai. 
ai usagi. yisdole ao wel “ohit wolnd $ 
oevod gol yoke owl» enw bar Propet 40 “ollivautt 2 
od to atioieane odd 101 hoen ed d3 Baw yrole b Tor a2 & fd 
eaw il tine. to eee a yd re 


j 
bi ¥ wy © 
YO. ATSaE4 et 


+e 


64 


too small to be comfortable, hence the justices adjourned 
first to one tavern, or ordinary, and then to another for 
several years. The first story was constructed for and 
used as a jail till the new one was built in 1815 of stone, 
on the public square. 

In the minutes of 7th of September, of that year, the 
entry reads: 

‘Ordered, That Thos. Pribble, Andrew Davisson, John 
Stokely and Jacob Deem be appointed to examine the jail 
of this county and report to this court, whether the same 
is built agreeable to the order of this court, at February 
court last, for building the same,” who made their report 
as follows, to-wit: 

‘‘We the subscribers, having been first sworn, have 
viewed said jail, find the same insufficient, both in the body 
and roof, and are further of the opinion that the said work 
is not done by the undertaker according to the contract 
between him and the commissioners who were appointed 
by an order of said February court to superintend the 
same. 

‘‘Witness our hands this 7th day of September, 1802. 

Thomas Pribble, 
Andrew Davisson, 
John Stokeley, 
Jacob Deem,” 

It is stated that, subsequently to 1801, a hewed log jail, 
25x18 feet, with nine foot story, and divided into two 

‘rooms, was erected on the two acres located on the alley 
and Kenawha street, west of the court cabin. 

The county jail was constructed of square logs, notched 
down and laid close together. In it were two cells occupy- 
ing half the building, and separated from the other half 
and from each other by square log walls and covered and 
floored with the same material. The walls, floors and 
ceiling of both were lined with two-inch oak planks, 
spiked firmly tothe logs. One of these cells was for debt- 

ors, the other for criminals. The latter was badly venti- 
lated, having neither light nor air, except what was ad- 
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mitted through a very small window and the grating of the 
iron door, which opened into a narrow hall, separating 
the cells from the jailor’s apartment. This consisted of 
two small rooms—one of which was kitchen, dining and 
sitting room for the jailor and his family, the other their 
sleeping room. 

The salary of the jailor, in 1806, was $10. In August of 
that year Geo. D. Avery, after whom one of Parkers- 
burg’s streets was named, was allowed ‘‘further time, to 
the October Court next, to furnish another lock for the 
jail,” and in September it was ordered that ‘‘the guard who 
stood over Peter Misner, a prisoner in the jail, be allowed 
one dollar and a half for a day and night, and after de- 
ducting what the State allows, the balance to be paid by 
the county out of the next levy.” 

The Jailor was then, as now, one of the Sheriff's depu- 
ties and appointees, and as soon as the county owued iis 
prison building, he resided therein. Among those serv- 
ing thus in early days are: Adam Ruble, 1800; William 
Enoch, 1807; Joel Wolfe, 1815; James Foley, 1518; Nim- 
rod Saunders, 1819; David Thomas, 1822; Allen Davis, 
1825, who hung ‘‘Old Jack;” James Minear, 1525; Adam 
Ruble, 1827 to 1831; William Pool, 1842. 

In the allowances of the Justices, 3 June 1511, John 
Dils, auctioneer, was granted ‘‘one dollar for crying bids 
on Jail and clerk’s ottice,” and Thomas Neale, contractor, 
was allowed one half of his 8784 on Jail construction and 
_one half of 8267, 99 for clerk’s office erection. 

The commissioners of Clerk’s office construction, in 
their final report, suggest an additional window; the court 
approves and orders the document to be filed. 

James G. Laidley, George D. Avery, Isaac Morris and 
Joseph H. Samuels, commissioners, in June 1512 reported 
that ‘‘Thomas Neale had fulfilled his contract for the con- 
struction of the Clerks Offices, and moved that they be 
received.” 

And 4 Aug. following, the same commissioners reported 
that they had examined the Jail built on the Public Square 
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by Thomas Neale, and ‘‘are of opinion that it should be 
received also.” The Court therefore ordered ‘‘that the 
same be used and considered the Public Jail of the County, 
and that the Sheriff use the same accordingly.” ‘To this 
sheriff Wolfe files an exception, protests against the suf- 
ficiency of the new Jail, and prays that the same be en- 
tered accordingly.” 

_A plat and description of the boundaries of the Prison 
Rules as laid down around the new Jail was ordered to be 
recorded. 7 
_ Nearly every year of the first and second decades the 
Sheriff ‘‘protested against the safety and suificiency of 
the jail. On the 4th Aug. 1817 sheriff John G. Hender- 
son is quite emphatic in relation thereto. 

On the 22 June 1541 Jno. G. Stringer, Jno. Stephenson, 
William Tefft, David Hopkins and Jno. M. Prince were 
appointed Commissioners to report the condition of the 
Jail. On that report the Justices decide a new one nec- 
essary, and authorized this committee to report plans, 

- cost and site. | er. 
.. Tuesday 20 July 1841 the entry reads: 

“Hour of the Commissioners appointed at last term of 
the Court to recommend a site and submit plans for a new 
jail this day presented their report, which is approved by 
the Court, and thereuponitis ordered that Jno. G. Stringer, 
Wm. Tefft, and Bennett Cook be appointed a Committee to 
prepare a plan and minute specification of the work upon 
the plan indicated in said report, and also to advertise for 
and receive sealed proposals for the work, until the first 
day of August Term next, after which time they are au- 
thorized to contract with such of the bidders as they may 
judge best, without reference to the bids. The work to 
be completed inone year from the date of contract, and 
bond with approved security to be given by the Contrac- 
tor or contractors for the faithful completion of the work 
within the said period, with penalty of 35,000. The said 
Commissioners are also appointed to superintend the work 
during its progress. One thousand dollars on account of 
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the contract to be paid by the Sheriff to the Contractor, 
on the order of the Commissioners, on the Ist day of No- 
vember next and the residue in two equal annual pay- 
ments from that period.” : 

George Thorp became the contractor, and in the levy 
for 1843 June Term was allowed to him as second pay- 
ment $1725, and June next year $175.60 for stone work 
beyond contract price. This would make the contract 
price $3450, and by adding allowance for extra stone 
work, a total cost of $3,822.60. : 

The order of the Court 11 July 1767, was: ‘‘Inasmuch 
as this Board is satisfied that the present Jail of this 
county is wholly insufficient for the safe keeking of pris- 
oners, it is therefore ordered, $10,000 be levied this year 
for the purpose of building a new jail on the same site of 
the present one, and that L. Dudley, F. C. Boggs, W. H. 
Mattingly, and Geo. K. Leonard be commissioners to con- 
tract for and superintent said work.” 


PRISON BOUNDS—WHIPPING POST. 


Strangely enough, in those primitive days, legislatures 
and courts believed that prisoners should sometimes have 
fresh air of an open court yard, and limits to promenade 
within a 10 acre area, whose boundaries were often not 
even a ‘‘bull-strong, horse high, or pig-tight” fence. 

So, under requirementsof State law, the Court ordered: 

“That the prison rules of this county be laid off as fol- 
lows: to include the Public Grounds, and to extend with 
the North or Northeast line thereof to the Ohio river 
bank, and so extend with said bank and the course thereof 
across little Kenawha river, and eight rodsfrom Kenawha 
in the same direction, these to extend up Kenawha, south 
45, east until a crossing line will include 10 acres of land 
to be laid off and marked.” 

“That prison bounds be altered and limited to the 
upper side of the mouth of the Little Kenawha river, to 
be bounded by the Ohio water in its common channel, at 
the north end by the little K. river, on south or west side 
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still in its common channel, to extend up little K. river 60 
poles, and back from L. K. river an equal distance from 
its mouth, and from the 60 pole station, so as to include 
10 acres to be laid off by the Surveyor, and that he erect 
sufficient bounds.” 

In 1807 the prison rules were three acres on the south 
side of Little Kenawha river to include tan-yard and 
dwelling of Caleb Bailey. 

In Feb. 1810 rules were changed to ‘‘ begin opposite the 
house of Lovett Bishop, then to extend across Little 
Kenawha river 6 rods wide, also to lay off 3 acres adjoin- 
ing thereto, so as toinclude the tan yard and dwelling of 
Caleb Bailey, the remainder of the 10 acres, as prescribed 
by law, be laid off on the upper side of the Little Kena- 
wha river.” 


The Prison Bounds established Aug. 7, 1817, were: 

‘Beginning at junction of Julian and Harriet streets— 
now southeast corner of Fourth—including Harriet street, 
to the junction of the same with Avery; thence including 
said street to its junction with Neal—now Second—thence 
with said Neal to the junction of same with Juliann street 
and to the beginning, including said street.”’ 

In 1818 the Prison Rules were extended to include the 
house occupied by James Henderson. The bounds were 
extended Sept. 5, 1420, from the corner of Dr. Riggs’ lot 
with the street to Ann, and on the south side of said street 
to Littleton; thence with the line thereof, 40 feet unto 
Our Lot No. 4, and by a line parallel with said street 
through said lot to the West line thereof; thence to Martin 
Bailey’s corner; thence with the First street with the 
bounds heretofore laid off.” 

Debtors, while being under sheriff's surveillance when 
unable to pay, were nevertheless to some extent privileged 
prisoners. For their convenience, and it must be said by 
individual partiality, the prison bounds, as the records 
show, were often modified and extended constructively to 
include, if prominent pioneers, their dwellings, even miles 
away to the utmost limits of the then broad county. In 
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one case an Ohio river farm, twenty miles from the prison 
was included, so as to permit the debtor to conduct his 
extenstve acreage and live comfortaby and unguarded 
with his family. 

The following incident is related by an old pioneer of 
the county, aged 90 years. who now resides in Ohio:* 

When the first court room was the upper story of a 
cabin, and the prison the lower one, the building facing 
the current of the Kenawha, one of the subordinate ofti- 
cials of the county, whose name began with W., had been 
put in confinement for some trivial offense and upon doubt- 
ful evidence. He wasa jolly bachelor, inclined to fre- 
quent sprees, a great favorite and not watched very closely 
in his quarters, Having grown tired of restraint, a few 
days after incarceration he observed to a triend who was 
permitted to look in upon him, that ‘if he was furnished a 
saw he would break camp.’ 

The next day by the intrigue of another visitor to whom 
the wish had been communicated, the saw—a short one 
and exceedingly dull—was received and hidden away, 
save in deep midnight hour, when, as noone of the depu- 
ties slept about the court-cabin, it could be readily used. 
The saw-teeth from constant use having lost their edge 
needed a resetting, and the prisoner at the beginning 
found it hard labor. But the donor had anticipated this 
and to lighten the efforts held a cake of mutton tallow on 
the outside to grease the blade as it was pushed to and fro. 
The work at once became so easy that the surprised W. 
exclaimed in a suppressed voice, ‘‘Who in Tarnation Hali- 
fax is greasing my saw?” Ere long his release through 
the opening nade enabled him to know the cause and 
thank his benefactor. 

June 6, 1803, James G. Laidley was appointed by the 


Justices to contract for the erection of stock, pillory and 
whipping post on or near east corner of the public 
grounds, to be completed before the August court. 

At the September term Andrew Davisson was allowed 
$24 for the erection of these means of punishment. 


* Thomas Leach. 
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RELICT OF ENGLISH LAWS. — 


In 1661 the Virginia Colony decreed, ‘‘that in every 
county there should be erected a pillory, a pair of stocks 
and a whipping post, neere the court house, and a duck- 
ing stool, in such place as they shall think convenient, 
that such offenders as by the laws are to suffer by any of 
them, may be punished according to their demerits. 
Courts not so erecting within six mouths after date of the 
act; Shall be fined 5000 pounds of Tobacco.” 

With more leniency perhaps,.one and a half centuries 
after this British decree, these articles existed. 

Near the jail, generally in public view and uncovered 
from storm or chill, were erected the inventions used for 
the punishment of those who were convicted of certain 
misdemeanors and petty infractions of law or custom. 
As in this enlightened age we look back upon these meth- 
ods which seem to be cruel, it is a matter of gratulation 
that no court decree inflicts these penalties upon even the 
guilty. As no citizen of this generation has had oppor- 
tunity to see either whipping post or pillory and stocks, a 
description as given by a pioneer writer of 1803, will be of 
interest: 

‘‘A section of the trunk of an oak tree hewed and 
dressed off octagonally, some sixteen inches in diameter, 
was set perpendicularly and firmly in the ground, and 
standing fifteen feet or more above the surface. This was 
the whipping post. Around it was erected a platform of 
boards, laid upon timbers, elevated twelve inches from 
the ground, and being ten feet square, leaving the whip- 
ping post in the center. Just above the platform a ver- 
tical slit, of two and a half inches wide and twenty inches 
high was mortised through the center of the _ post. 
Through this slit were passed two ‘oak boards ten feet 
long, eight inches wide and two inches thick; the edge of 
the upper one resting on the edge of the lower, both 
joined to fit close together, and the lower board being 
made fast. Through these boards, at the joint, were cut 
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or bored four holes, about the diameter of three inches, 
one-half of each being cut in the lower board, and the 
other half in the upper-—two on each side of the post, and 
about fifteen inches apart. These boards were the stocks. 
About eight feet above this platform was erected another 
of like dimensions, laid upon timbers mortised through 
the post. At the distance of some three feet above this 
latter platform, another slit was fitted with two boards 
exactly corresponding with -those above described. 


Through these boards, at the joint, were cut three holes _ 


on each side of the post, The central hole of each set of 
the three was large enough to receive the ueck of a man, 
and the other two twelve inches from this, were of a 
diameter corresponding with a man’s wrists. The plat- 
form and pair of boards constituted the pillory, 

‘‘When a prisoner was sentenced to receive thirty-nine 
lashes, more or less on his bare back, he was forthwith 
brought to the whipping post, his body stripped to the 
waist, his arms drawn closely around the post and bound 
firmly together at the wrists, to prevent his moving. In 
this humiliating position the culprit received, on his 
naked back, at the hands of the sheriff or some other 
officer of the law, the prescribed number of stripes ‘ well 


. laid on,’ with a heavy cow-hide, every lash parting the 


skin, while the blood trickled down his lacerated back. 
‘‘In the punishment of the stocks the evil-doer who was 
sentenced to this mode of expiation was seated upon the 
lower platform at the whipping post, the upper of the 
two oak boards, before described raised up, the prisoner’s 
feet passed between the boards, with his legs, just above 
the ankles, placed in two adjacent holes, while the upper 
board is placed down upon the legs and keyed fast with 
a wedge driven into the slit over it. Im this position the 
prisoner sits the length of time specitied in his sentence. 
‘‘When a transgressor of the law was condemned to 
stand in the pillory he was made to ascend by a ladder to 
the upper platform, when the upper board was raised so 
as to admit his head through one of the larger central 
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holes, and his hands through the smaller ones on each side 
of it. On being thus placed, the upper board was let 
down upon his neck and wrists, and keyed fast by a_ 
wedge. Inthis unpleasant fix he was not unfrequently 
greeted by those below with rotten eggs and other mis- 
siles thrown in his face.” 

In explanation of the often severe punishments inflicted 
on the settlers convicted of minor offenses. which seem to 
us in this advanced age even cruel, it is necessary to keep 
in mind that the laws thus enforced were of English origin, 
in use under the Crown, and that it took more than a half 
century after our independence as a Colony to release .our 
‘statutes from this imposition and encumbrance. The hu- 
manity and kind nature of our freemen gradually modi- 
fied and softened the rigor of such enactments, which now 
seem in direct contrast with the known tenderness of 
heart which our ancestral pioneers possessed. 

The minutes of the Gentlemen Justices, signed by pre- 
siding member, Robert Edelen, read: 


**At a Court of Oyer and Terminer, held 14 Aug. 1799, 
to try Harvey a negro slave, the property of Thomazon 
EK. Turner, charged with feloniously stealing, taking and 
_carrying away nineteen yards of linen cloth and one bed 
quilt, the property of Jonathan Prentiss, of the value of 
ten dollars, the case was fully heard, the prisoner de- 
fended by Counsel, and upon consideration, It is the opin- 
ion of the Court that the prisoner is guilty, in the manner 
and form as in the indictment charged, and that he be 
therefor burnt in the hand and have ten lashes on his bare 
back, which was accordingly done.” 

In 1808 the order of the ‘‘gentle” Justices was ‘‘that 
Richard Lee be put by the Hign Sheritf two hours into the 
public Pillory at the Court House, and also that his ears 
be nailed thereto, and at expiration of two hours his ears 
be cut loose from the nails. From this cruel order he ap- 
pealed to a higher court of the District of Monongalia. 
The explanatory tradition connected with this is, that the 
party did not belong to the estimable family of that name 
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of valued hunters and rangers who so nobly defended the 
settlements near, but was a predatory tramp, who was so 
threatened and suffered to run away while the appeal was 
pending. 

June 7 1809 ‘‘ Bill,” a negro man of Thomas Neale’s was 
charged with burglary. He was convicted of larceny, 
and the order was ‘“‘that he be burnt in a hand, and re- 
ceive 39 lashes well-laid on his bare back at the public 
whipping post.” 

Whether constant use, or severe cathe: or the pioneer 
whittlers who hovered near and traded horses and hounds, 
“wore away these implements of punishment, does not ap- 
pear. But 3 June 1817 James J. Laidley was made su- 
perintendant to contract for building public stocks and 
pillory of the county on the public square. 


_ The last post used for this infliction upon law violators 
was one of the brick pillars of the old market house, 
which was located just behind the first brick court house, 
and about where the rear walls of the new building will 
rest. : 

The court minutes 2 Dec. 1816 state that Henry Clark 
was an absconding debtor. The law then and till long 
-years after allowed the creditor to force his debtor into 
prison from which he could obtain release only through 
the clemency of the party to whom"he was under obliga- 
tions, or by delivering a schedule under oath of his prop- 
erty showing his inability to ever pay. This was called 
‘Swearing out of jail,’’ and was considered a disgrace in 
the community. A special room, called the ‘‘Debtor,” 
was provided for such prisoners, and they fared better 
than others. It is related of one of the ‘‘Gentleman Jus- 
tices’ before whom on one occasion an unfortunate and 
indolent pioneer was brought to take the release oath, 
that in administering the same, he said, ‘‘Do you solemnly 
swear that you are not at this moment worth a single dol- 
lar by which to pay your just debts, and especially the 
debt of your friend B-chn-r?” ‘Nota red cent, but——” 
“There go, Cll, without any hesitation, swear to the rest, 
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that you novor will be worth a penny or a fip-ne-bit so 
long as you stay .on God’s green earth, and the sooner 
you go the better for your friends, Never mind the two 
bits for cussing you.” 


JUDICIAL HISTORY. 


eg 

The courts, in 1774-5, for Augusta county, Virginia, 
were held alternately at Staunton and.at Fort Pitt, then 
considered as belonging to the Old Dominion, and as such 
in the indefinable county of Augusta. 

The territory of Wood in 1784, was included in Harrison 
County, and for judicial purposes that county with Monon- 
galjia, Ohio and Randolph, constituted the Tenth District, 
the Superior Court of which held its earliest session at the 
Court House in Morgans-Town, Monday, May 4, 1789. 

Toeach of the two sessions, or terms as they were 


called, in May and September each year, two Judges were 


allotted. The order book of the District Court from 1789 
to 1808, shows the following Judges to have sat upon the 
bench: 

. Joseph Prentiss, 6. Joseph Jones, 

2. Cuthbert Bullett, 7. Spencer Roane, 
3. James Mercer, 8. Henry Tazwell, 

4, Richard Parker, 9. William Nelson, 


— 


- §. St. George Tucker, _ 10. James Henry. 

11. John Tyler, ; 15. Archibald Stuart, 
12. Paul Carrington, 16. Robert White, Jr., 
18. Robert White, 17. William Nelson,  Jr., 
14. Edmund Winston, — 18. Francis T. Brooke, 


19. Hugh Holmes, ° = 
In forming the county in 1799, the Act placed Wood 
county in the same Judicial district with Monongalia and 
Harrison, parent counties. 
By Act of 25 January, 1802, the State was divided into 


three judicial districts for the holding of Superior Courts 


of Chancery. Wood county was in the First, and the 
court convened in Staunton on the Ist of July and the 
15th of November in each year. The remote distance 
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Depository of the United States and State of 
West Virginia. | 
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Eo nk ode ke «pln se Be one dah <eenaed in $100,000 00 
SURPLUS RESOURCES, after providing for deposits,350,000 OO 
J. N. CAMDEN, President. wt!’ MOSS «Cashier. 
WoONSCRANCELBOR, Vice Presideut.” We ARMSTRONG. Ass’t Cashier, 
DIRECTORS—J. N.. Camden, W. N. Chancellor, W. W. VanWinkle, Dr. T. B. 
Camden, G. E. Smith, W.T. Wiant, Thomas E. Davis. George M. Whitesearver. C. 
C. Martin. 
The accounts of Corporations and Firms and Individuals received upon the most 
favorable terms eGnsistceut wath safe and consnrvative banking 
P. H. MOSS, Cashier. 
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Dare & Carney’s 


For latest styles and lowest prices in 


Furniture, Carpets, Lace Curtains, Etc. 


“PREMIUM STAMPS.” 


Building Association... 
OF PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 
Has over $600,000 invested Capital, and loans 


money anywhere in West Va. on 6 per cent. int. 


OFFICE: No. 503 MARKET STREET, 
City Building. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: . 


W. H. WOLFE, President, TP. BUTCHER, Secretary. 
H,S. WILSON, Vice-President. Gr. BL. GIBBENS, Treasurer. 
Wait NOLAN . B FSSTEWART, tA WHELRERELL, WN. MILGER, 


SA see is WEENAN 6 « SFORN OP. WAED, RY Bev TAM Re o Jie DOWD, 
JNO. S. MecKOWN, F. P. MOATS, Solicitor. 
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from the Ohio river counties prevented, along with other 
causes, many appeals being made to this court. 

By an act, 1 Feb., 1808, there were in the State 12 Ju- 
dicial circuits of the General Court and Superior Court of 
Law and Chancery, with two terms each year. The sher- 
iff and clerk of each county were to be also like ofticers for 
the Superior Courts. Commouwealth Attorneys were to 
receive five dollars per day for actual services, not to ex- 
ceed fifty dollars per year, the Judge to certify to its 
necessity and strict performance, and the Court was to 
take the place of the District Court of Law. 

With Harrison, Monongalia and others, from the year 
1809, Wood was in the Eleventh Circuit, presided over by 
Hugh Nelson, and then in 1812 by Daniel Smith. The 
latter wearer of ermine, has been described as a man of 
attractive appearance, six foot in height, face full and 
round, hair black, and graced with an open, pleasant 
countenance. 

From 24 February, 1819, with Harrison, Lewis, Mason, 
Cabell and Kenawha, Wood constituted the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit, the courts convening upon the tirst Mon- 
day in April and September at Parkersburg. Judge 
Lewis Summers, distinguished for his ability, integrity, 
and legal acumen, presided. 

In 1823 the district embraced with Wood, also Lewis 
and Randolph counties. 

Under the revised Constitution of 1830, Lewis Summers 
was elected, by joint ballot of the Legislature, Judge of 
the Nineteenth Circuit, Tenth District of the Superior 
Court, which embraced Wood county with several others. 
The district was composed: 


' Nineteenth Circuit.—Wood, Mason, Jackson, Cabell, 
Logan and Kenawha. 


20th Circuit—Preston, Monongalia, Tyler, Brooke and 
Ohio. 3 


The Judges were to serve during good behavior, For 


: 
| 


ut St otmt@ ols ker 
lo xvod s0hieq0@ bits nth ©) orls tc 
4sod2odT 169% ineetakeed Lie Ie nae hing Wa, 
101 ereoito od il celn et ded | ere am 
of oon ayenioltl dilnew mod thor Ay 
-29 0 Jon ,aadiv ied lantos ‘40 ia 184 ernilob avi 8 a 
ati o} yiitves of oxbul off wey toq ateliob tt bo00 
oj aaw dod od3 baa Ssogsarteised Jorie bra 


wel Yo digo) soinrent anit Yo 98iq | odat 


ipoy odf-morl wiodto bag cilagaouoll oat aE 
vd isvo bobizorq dino) daaevelld oui ot aby booW 
ofT time leiaed yd SI6L ot medi bap Joel %, dguH 
jo cont we ah bedivseob good esd utero lo rotaow tonal. 
ben (iv? soat tovied at Joot xia Sonatas evitoatita rs) 
insesolg pweqo ga ditw heoa'ta bas dloald tiad presen 
SONBMIEIOD 

moasM jziwal ,woratsH dir fel sande) 48 mort. 
dinesitid ed? hetuiitanos bhooW .edwenea bas fieda! 
0M tent oft coqurepinevires emues odj dineriD leisibul 
oubil <widerottad t5 tedmoeiqod, bite SitqA oi yeb~ 
Viitteoiat ~yiilids 2id sof betleiiranitaib ‘eromimnua aiwal 

, -bebieeiq moanms is 
ai wot oats | ‘hooW dita fiedend oe isinded’ ‘ody @SAL: 
| woitanes dqiobassA bos 
etammue aiweal &Al to noitetieioD beaver edt teba Na 
to ovbol. oanieleived edt satan ee ee . 
nohequd edt Yo Ioicteld dias’? a jas 
e1oilo lyrevsg Aika Wanoe booW boowidans f idw ; : ; 
Ifedsd owalout oan {oo itinerf Passes ie 


fe arn 


‘she 


adyened lower 
bis oloonth ai T ‘dicouneae eR 
| : O90 aan 3 


Load sai re Og 


78 


the next six years, decisions in Wood county were: 
66 suits in 1831 189 suits in 1854 
(Oo “PF pao TSSR NB ay oy oy SS TSS 
ion, ee, eae fo..." poe 

In the six years, 695 cases, or an average of less than 
(116 each year. Leisure and oratory of the Bar might be 
alleged as the cause of such tardiness. 

Judge Summers having died, 27 Aug. 18438, David Mce- 
Comas, able, eccentric, diligent and devoted to his pro- 
fession, succeeded him in 1844. For the year 1846, in the 
entire circuit were reported: 783 suits at law commenced; 
821 pending; 695 decided; 7 removed to other courts; 123 
Chancery suits commenced; 419 pending; 99 Interlocutory 
decrees; 86 final decrees; 195 prosecutions pending; 77 de- 
cided; 86 days in Fall session; 70 in Spring; 6 intermedi- 
ate; and the Judge hud traveled to general court—mainly 
on horse back—640 miles, in the circuit 412, equalling a 
total of 1052 miles. 

In 1847 Wood, Ritchie and Gilmer composed the circuit, 
and the Judge was Mathew Edmiston. 

By the constitution of 1850-1, the Ninth district.covered 
the 14th and 19th circuits, and for it one term was to be 
held at Parkersburg each year in December. The Judges 
were elective and for an eight year term of service.  In- 
stead of the Circuit and Superior Court of Law and Chan- 
cery, it was designated the ‘‘Circuit Court,” and under 
this title has continued. In the Nineteenth circuit, having 
court sessions on the first Monday in April and Septem- 
ber, were, along with Wood, the counties of Wayne, Cab- 
ell, Mason, Jackson, Putnam and Kenawha. 

At the election in 1860 prior to the opening of the civil 
war, Wilham L. Jackson had been chosen Judge of the 
Cireuit Court for this district. He was a man of tine per- 
sonel, great dignity of manner, and popular among many 
friends. He abandoned the circuit to take military posi- 
tion in the Confederate service. He was once Lieutenant 
Governor of the undivided Virginia; became General in 
the southern army,and was knownas ‘‘Mud-wall” in contra- 
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Established 1869. 2% .% & % Daily and Weekly 


? 
Parkersburg, Gest Va. 


Second to no other ee in the State in point of Influence, 
Circulation and Popularity. % 
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Class Jewelry Store. 
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G.E. Smith & Sons, The Pioneer House 
Estaulished 1852. PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 


H.-F. HARNISH. ABRAM SMITH. A. N. HARNISH. 
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No. 234 South Side Court Square, 
Parkersburg. W. Va 


HAND-MADE HARNESS A SPECIALTY. # 


Established 1889, tf | gt Jt Incorporated 1892. 


Vfountain State Business College 


Parkersburg, @. Va. 
COURSES: Bookkeeping, Arithmetic, Banking, 
Penmanship, Shorthand, Typewriting. 


No vacations. Elegant rooms. Thorough and practical courses. Capatle 
and experienced [nstructors. Catalogue free. 


ALBERT G. SINE, President. 
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distinction to “Stonewall” his relative, also once resident 
in Wood county. 

Under the constitution of the new State of West Nati: 
ginia, Wood, Wirt, Calhoun, Roane, Jackson, and Clay 
constituted the Sixth Judicial circuit. George Loomis 
-was first elected Judge for the term ending 31 Dec. 1865, 
and was re-elected, serving to 381 Dec. 1868. Then the 
district was changed to the Ninth Circuit, and was con- 
stituted by the counties of Wood, Wirt and Pleasants, and 
Loomis was elected to serve six years, but by the new 
constitution of 1872, the offices were vacated with the end 
of that year, and Wood passed into the Fifth Circuit,along 
with Tyler, Pleasants, Ritchie, Wirt and Calhoun. 

James Monroe Jackson was elected to serve eight years. 
The vote was a close one, and contest was made by his 
opponent, Judge Loomis. The Governor appointed a 
Special Court in the case, Benj. H. Smith, Robert S. 
Brown and Samuel Woods, who on an examination of the 
evidence presented, dismissed the petition of Loomis. 

From January 1, 1531, to the present, Wirt, Wood and 
Pleasants have formed the Fifth Circuit. James M. Jack- 
son was re-elected for the eight-year term, but 15th Aug., 
1588, he resigned, to enter the race for Congress, and 
John G. McCluer was, by the Governor, appointed to the 
vacancy, serving until Ist January, 1889. 

For the term of eight vears, beginning 1st January, 1889, 
Arthur I. Boreman, who had served as Governor and as 
U. S. Senator, was elected Judge. The report of the 
Clerk for the year ending 80 September, 1891, shows: 

Number of suits commenced, 252 


és oo Penne, - 200 

of « ** decided, - - 180 

Days of session, - - - - 135 

- Average hours daily, - - - 8 

For the year ending 30th September, 1892: 
Suits commenced, - - - Idd 

* pending, - - - - - 499 

iemeciaed, - <« - -  - 142 

Days of session, - - - - 148 


Average hours daily - - 8 
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Judge Boreman died 19th April, 1596, and the Governor 
appointed Lewis N. Tavenner to the vacancy, and at the 
Fall election in 1896 he was elected by the people to serve 
for the term of six years from 1st of January, 1897. 

The increase of population and commercial needs, 
caused the legislature to provide for a division of judicial 
labor, and aseparate tribunal was created for Wood county 
to be called the Criminal court, confining jurisdiction to 
criminal cases, and tothe limitsof the county. To this court 
James Monroe Jackson was appointed. The first session 
of the court opened in June, 1891. . 

In Nov., 1898, he was re-elected to serve till January, 
1907, receiving 3,460 votes against 3,065 for Samuel L. 
Stapleton, Republican nominee. 


SUPERIOR AND CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES. 


Hugh: Nelson -| etn - Prom 1800 to 2 April 1811; 
Daniel Smith. - - corre! to 2 Aprils; 
Lewis Summers - - ‘¢ 1819 to 8 July 1843; 
Davis McComas . = ot RAS to 10: Sept. 1852; 
Mathew Edmiston - - “, 165240 8 June 1860 
Wm. L. Jackson - : « .1860 to 5 Nov. 1861;* 
Arthur I. Boreman a tee ‘* 1861 to 13 Mar. 1863: 
George Loomis - <1 See te. Oe) 2572; 
James Monroe Jackson - ‘¢ 1873 to 15 Aug. 1888;+ 
John G. McCluer - - Pe 1885.-to 1. Janm.! 1889; 
Arthur I. Boreman - - *¢ 1889 to 19 April 1896; 
Lewis N. Tavenner -——- ~ . “© 1896to. Jan, 1903. 


CLERKS OF THE SUPERIOR AND CIRCUIT COURTS. 


Till the new Constitution of 1850-1, the clerks were 
appointed by the Judge thereof. 


James Henry Neal - - - 1800 to Mareh 1850 
{James John Neal - - 1850 to 1862 From 1 July 


* Elected, but never held court in Wood County. Gideon D. Camden, Judge of 
the 2ist Circuit, appearing to have signed the court records to the date of Bore- 
man’s appointment. 

+ Resigned, 


% Commissioned 15 June 152 by Judge Lewis Summers, 19th Judicial district 
as clerk of Circuit and Superior Courts of Law and Chancery for Wood County 
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JAMES MONROE JACKSON, 
Judge of the Criminal Court of Wood Couuty, t June tat to Dee. 31, tue. 
He servedas Judge of the Fifth Circuit. in which Wood County was, from 1 Jan'y 
Is73 to Sept. 1, Isss, when he resigned. 
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William Dils - : - 1862 to 20 June 1863 
Wm. Henry Hatcher . - - 1863 to 1 Jan. 1869 
Lawrence Perry Neal - - 1871 to 1879 
Oliver M. Clemens - - 1879 to 1903 


GENTLEMEN JUSTICES. 


A distinguished Virginian Barrister and author, Joseph 
Mayo, titles the county courts ‘‘the most useful body of 
agents in the State.” 

Certainly in early days they were wisely selected, and 
their character and dignity and unsalaried services enti- 
tled them, along with an occasional outburst of humor and 
flow of soul, to the gratitude of their generation, and the 
distinction which went into the records, ‘Justices, Gen- 
tlemen.’”’ 

The term ‘‘gentlemen” by the early colonists of Vir- 
-ginia, ‘‘did not imply any assumption of superiority,” 
says a learned writer. ‘‘All: who were entitled to coat- 
armor, or whose ancestors had been freemen were in- 
eluded in the word. It was applied to those not having 
any title of honor yet were to be distinguished from the 
ignoble or plebean.” * 


The office was originally unknown to the common law. 
Till the reign of Edward, the Third, mere conservators of 
the peace were elected by the freeholders, but in the first 
year of his rule he made them subject to appointment by 
_the crown, or highest authority, and later conferred upon 
them other powers and increased dignity, and made them 
Justices. 

In early colonial history there were certain persons 
designated to exercise partly the functions of justices. 
At first they were called ‘‘masters of the plantations,” 
next ‘‘commissioners of monthly courts,” and then ‘‘com- 
missioners.” As their responsibilities were extended, 
just before the American Revolution, they were named 
Justices of the Peace, and commissioned such by the Gov- 
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ernor of the colonies and commonwealths, and had con- 
trol of their respective counties. 

In 1861, the number in each county was limited to eight, 
four of these constituting a court, the act declaring that 
“the great number of commissioners in each county hath 
rendered the place contemptible, and raised factions 
among themselves rather than preserved the peace of the 
_ people.” ‘ 7 

As a court in control of county affairs and appointed by 
the Executive, they so continued in Virginia until the new 
Constitution of 1850 became operative in 1852, when their 
selection was restored to the people. Thence their term 
of service was four years, commissioned by the Governor, 
and four were selected from each of the five magisterial 
divisions. The others were to be classified so as to have at 
least three in conjunction with the President, and not 
over five at each court sitting, making a full bench at 
Quarterly and special terms, of twenty. They chose one 
of their number to preside. 

In 1868, under the new jurisdiction of West Virginia, 
the Court of Justices was abolished, the entire system 
changed, responsibilities and duties divided, and a Board 
of County Supervisors substituted, consisting of one from 
each Township, elected annually, making ten for Wood 
County. The Board were to.have control of fiscal,and the 
individual Justices elected for their several Townships 
were therein to administer judicial affairs. From the 
Supervisors, one wasannually made President, and a clerk 
appointed. This board existed from 10th Dec., 1563 to 
25th Dec,, 1872, when, by the amended Constitution, it 
was superseded, and the old county court virtually re-es- 
tablished, and two from each:district elected. The Presi- 
dent was chosen by the people of the entire county. 

In 1880, a Constitutional amendment again substituted 
a board of commissioners, only three in number, for the 
Justices Court. In the interim, justices were elected in 
and for each magisterial district for judicial purposes, 
_ reserving to the county ofticials control of tiscal affairs, 


a 


= 


lal 

a 
7 ans ® 
> , 


'» . . co _ 3 ) ae Lf : 
. , | .) = ye an ve nS a: 


=P 


jdyio of beticil aaw ytavos abo teh ate 
ted) pairelosb jon od? tio. 8 
ited yinioo dogs of eronoieaiaaos to sodeatre 
anvitos? beast bit oldqaiainde? evalq oft f 
edt to soneq ad} beviezeiq sacl) vodlion soslomner: 


wd betaioqes bas evita Wnded to foritoo at q109 & 
wee odt {ites sintert¥ of beguitnoo oe Yous evade 
tiarlt Co w G81 ai oviieteqo omaogd OC8I To noid a 
arto! ated? sanedT .siqoog ony Of besorest enw noligelea ve 
tone ey ads vd hegoizalonmiod 2 1asy, sot enw 9oi716e8 Yo" 
lsirten eimant ovit sti! to dase mort betooled o19w 1Wo0t bas 
tg cred of es O2 boftiezsls od of sow etedio efT: anoiatvibf , 
ton hoe tosbieetd oft diiw sooaujaoo al eaitt tesol 
te domed [ict » yak ism uittia doo “dose te oh 19vO 
90 #20 to youl? ‘inems 10 ,20rted [giosge ARC BULLS 
Raat ot 19dmun tied} to 


0 a 


bao s has boblvib eoiinb ye ie court 4 Nie bow 
mott ano lo palteienoo ,betaigedue atoaly19que waned to 
hooW 102 mot vation ,vileomas hetools qifedwoT dose 
odd bag {sori lo lomtdoo oved of ot6w brsotiedT yianeD | 
eqidanwoT Is'tovoe xi9dt “ot betoefe aepifait (eubtvibai 
adi mot" .ztisila Inioibot stainiaba of siowdt 4 

Atolo 8 bare . duebieosT obasr yanons apy 90" “ar0Rt 


. 


Pee 
> & ee isa ; 


¥ net, aw 


a5 @ i- A 


a 


or 8841 ,.50 MOL dott hotaixe biased aidT ‘bottiogge = 
ti tolutiteroD bebrome oft yd .wodw Sver oad ddée eee fede! 


29-91 ulssiiv t1009 Yinsoo flo edt baw bobostoque aaw 
ivoiodT .botsele torfetb'dows stothow? bis bedeildet ae 
Vinnos otis SH to alqosq' odd yd nseods eewtaeb 
botutitedve alane toowbrone lanolinttedod a Paral ; 
ad) 10% isda ol oo4dt yoo Soar gantepersele | 4 
ui hotoole oxew gootaut strobe 6 al dio! 3 a 
oepiug, Lsisthu, tot sotxtat [nits . 
tists lesel Yo fosteroo einkait | 


. hae 


; 
‘ eo af 
a tan ees 
I » i 
| 


4 
; 


niin FO= 


Pr ios 


te 
Pee = 


wat 


: 
ate . HM 
. Piste 7m 
pa oheabet: Ss vee u rt 
ea ¢ 


2 yo ag 
Diab genset aes sc pieaie 


OLIVER M. CLEMENS, 
Clerk of Circuit Court for Wood County, 1879 to 1903, 
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Under Monongalia the Justices Courts convened ‘at the 
seat in Morgans-Town, and the journey from Ohio river 
borders was quite a lengthy one on horseback. The act 
of May 1783 enabled the Justices of Monongalia County 
to sit elsewhere than the old cabin location, and ‘‘the 
court house having fallen into Pennsylvania by extension 
of Mason and Dixon’s line, is to be holden at the house 
of Zackwell Morgan. | 

Clarksburg, under Harrison period, was the Court 
' place, and thither till 1800, were our suitors and witnesses 
and attorneys compelled to ride over 80 miles, some of 
them, to meet the Justices.. Who those were, if any, from 
the river frontier during these six years, does not appear 
on the minutes of either county. The presumption is they 
were the two Lords, Hitchcock and Spencer. 


ali de hansvaoo 
code aide: pant Speen “SneE IO 
jos odT ° 2losdsetod go ono ‘pd sol n't wk va ao od 
yinnoD silagcroneM Yo esnitent ont 19 BET aot -10 
edt'' bas ,noitsool nidss bio ot ‘ails we elo tiaor 
noiznotts yd sisevlyenue. otai aollat nana poche 09 
exuod edt is woblod ed ot al onil a'nozid py. o ks 
| at tA rahe ‘ = if aa pap 
11000 od? enw ,botioq soebral sebaw avndestralO i ee 
eseeontiw bas erctiue io s1ew O08 Lid toltid? Daw oth i. 
to emoz 2elia: 08 aevo sbit of belleqatoo ayerions Biss ; om 
motl vos li asew eeodt od W eooianl edt isont of =.wordt — ism 
te5qqs ton a90b 2teey xie seed? galtisb teisott t9vis od? i. 
~ gest el noitqmgeosg ouT inwoo tedsie Yo estinia eft 10° 
sisoueg@ bas dasoodoti eh10d omy = o10W . 


bd 
a - 
ey 
Me 
; 
’ 
. 
i » 
7 ‘ 
- 
ee OR 
* 
vy j 
vf mae ~— 
} < 
x : 
ay | — 
F i 
‘ f a 
= 
“iss 


& 
- 
<€ 
<< a —_> 
al > 7 
* BP : , » = 
ae 44) ao pr “’ 


a : we f 
te; hy aD 


‘) 
a . 
5 a facie > 
™ 
Jl 
ml - =| bq ra 
- ¥ a 
; ‘ “ut x -— 
6 7 wad oo 
‘ es P : 2 j 
; j , 
K =* 4 ; (<r q » 
* i oe at ‘ 
ee Aas bi ee 


88 
1800 to 1852.—JUSTICES ROLL. 


The minutes of the Justices Court do not uniformly in- 
dicate the recommendations made for new members needed 
by removal, death or other causes, and where the names 
of those recommended occur, two and three at a time, it is 
not readily and surely ascertained which one the Governor 
designated should receive the honor of a commission. 

‘The Act of 10 Jan. 1800 authorized the Governor to ap- 
point four additional Justices, who in connection with 
those of previous commissions, a majority being present, 
shall on the second Monday of February next, meet at the 
house of Hugh Phelps, and constitute a court, and be in- 
vested with all the powers of Justices of Wood County. 

The following, however, appear to be acting at the pre- 
liminary organization attempted in 1799, and subsequently 
till the Constitution of 1850 made them elective by ponu- 
lar vote. 


RESIGNATION, ETC. 


Date of Cot. 

pire or Qualif’n. | 
Caleb. Hitchcock, ...... 13 Aug. 1799. | 
Hien Bielps,...26,. 02... 10 Mar. 1800.|Resigned 7 July 1806, not ac- 

cepted. 

Jacob Bennett, ........ Died Dec. 1799. ~ 
Thomas Pribble,....... 10 Mar. 1800.) Resigned Nov. 1806. 
John G. Henderson, ...| ** ‘‘ ‘* {Re-comm’d Aug. 1817. 
We ia 010) 49 Dee re eae ‘¢ |Resigned 5 May, 1802. 
Joseph Spencer,........ a 5 ‘¢ |Resigned 7 Oct. 1816. 
Pilati Voc) oS cc ii 
Ichabod C. Griffin,..... nae ee . 
Hezekiah Bukey, ...... le. 4 “ {Resigned 22 June, 1807. 


Also 8 June, 1820. 
William Hannaman,...}10 Mar. 1800.) Resigned 7 May, 1804. 


John Stephenson,...... 5 Nov. 1811.,|Qualified 18 Feb., 1839. 
rr 1 ian ireaatiges ae li Jan. 1839. 

Daniel Kincheloe,..... Qualified 7 May, 1804. 

Jacob Beeson, ..... ...| 5July 1808./Qualitied 4 Nov. 1806. (?) 

Jesse Lowther, ........ | |Resigned 4 Oct., 1802. 

Josep Cog, o.oo |12 May 1800.| Resigned 8 Oct., 1806, 

Beece: W Geil a, 4... a ee Penal 

FIED, ROR MN ie so i «ee in: (13 May 1800.'Resigned 16 May, 1816. 

William Lowther, ..... [Resigned 4 Oct. 1802. 

Geo,..D; Avery, ........ ' 1 June 1801.) 


* On the 5th of June, 1809, Phelps, Edelin, Kincheloe and Tavenner, Justices, 
protest to the Governor “that from custom, and usage, Reece Woolf, Senior 
Justice should be recommended for Sherilf,”’ 
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| Date of Com. | i) 9 
NAME. | or Quatif'n. | RESIGNATION, ETC, 
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Robert Wells, 0. so... 9 Mar. 1801.| 
BEG hoy 01515, Ca a are | 3. Aug. 1803.) 
Peter Anderson........ | a “| From Kenawha. 
Thomas Tavenner..... ‘11 Dec. 1806.' Resigned. 
2. fe li Jan. 1839. Qualified 18 Feb. 1839. 
Alexander Henderson, 2 Feb.  1807.! 
of Alexander, !.’...”.. eh ead ce ae | 
Yates §. Conwell,...... AE oy ae aig OO 
GOO Orca ST! ibe le ee | 
Thomas Hector, .)...'.. ie. ee ee eee 
Robert Triplett, .......(156 Jan. 1808.| 
Boneh Marni... ** | Qualified 22 Feb. 1808. 
Bennett Cook, Sr....... | 6 Jan. 1808.) Died 9 Oct. 1845. 
Ezekiel McFarland,....' 6 Aug. 1810.: 
Ritiare NN Cale eset oo: 
Jol Buoreley tT .. | 7 Jan. 1811.| 
Thomas Mealey,...... ., 3 Apr. 1809. Resigned 6 Aug. 1811. 
Henry Steed, ie ree ent 3 June 1811., Wirt Co. 
Benj. Mayberry, ....... ee las oe aise: |? 
Jno mannered... | 7 Oct. 1811.) Resigned 5 June 1816. 
16 Jan. 1828., Re-appointed. 
Robert Kincheloe,..... | 2 Mar. ‘1612. 
JOHge DeesOM....ck’.’, 112 Avpr. 4812.) 
Jno. P. Mayberry, .....| 6 July. 1814.! 
Jas. ta Mitchell, «2... .- | 9 Sept. 1814. 
Lewis Beckwith,....._. |'7 Nov. 1814. 
PB gc: ipa aaa | 5 June 1815.| 
James Henderson, ..... | 6 Nov. 1815.| 
Derrick Pennybacker,..' 4 June 1816.! 
Herman Blennerhaset, rian f ba ae i Named 4 Sept. 1799, but not 
2 | | commissioned. 
Samuel Jackson,....... pie eter aay | Appointed 7 May 1811,but not 
allowed to qualify, having 
| previously declined to act. 
Isaae Williams, : 3s. | Se LN ae ' Appointed, but declined; Eli- 
| jah Bachus commissioned, 
: but not a resident. 
William Holliday, ..... ' 4 June 1816, 
Francis Keene, ........ !-6Jan. 1817. 
Mathew Cashell,....... [ae t - 
games Hiett,...0...... ens ig 
George Reger, .. .ah0.4 | 7 Apr. 1817.| 
Jos. Tomlinson, ... 2... | 9 Nov. 1816. Qualified 7 April, 181%. 
Jone Taglar. 5 ae. | 2 Mar. 1818.: Resigned. 
ie “i 11 Jan. 1839. Qualified 18 Feb., 1839. 
Jeptha Kincheloe,.....| 2 Mar. 1818.; 
James Foley ,...... WE Se a 
JOM GAVHCCL bs ecs sss — - | Resigned 5 July 1819. 
David Blair,..... bod Tek ot er 
Davie. Opec oka. a! oo ae ae 
Peter “Aniderson, 7..." hina . 
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NAME, 


Benjamin: Webb, ...... 
Mason Wooley, .-....-- 4: 
Mathias Chapman, 


28 Feb. 


. 16 Jan. 


Presley Woodyard,..... | 


Charles becior,”......". 9 July 1823., Qualified 1 Dec. 1823, Wirt Co. 
Barnes Beckwick,...... 28 Feb. | 1822.; 2 April 1822. 
CHAS. Fa ASAE y Ws eos pers 1830. | 
HL, Prentiss... 1832. | 
John Barris.) 00. 2) ‘Resigned 16 March 1832. 
Wilham. Dyer. . yr. .m . - | fe. | 
Daniel Haymond,. 1830. | 
Sam’1 S. Spencer, ...... 1832. | 
David Hoplins,.....:.. | 3 Nov. 1832. Qualified 21 Jan. gt 
William Tefft,.........'23 An@irmega| 4 16 Sept. 183: 
dno. G. Stringer, ......4 1836. | 
Thomas Dawkins, ... .! 3 Nov. 1834.: Qualified 19 Jan. 1835, 
William Maley, os... te ing eilloes 
J0bn. BeCPrimce,\... . 13 Nov. 1835.; Qualified 21 December, 1835 
| | Pleasants County. 
Luther Edgerton, ..... ¥ “| 
Robert S. Smith, ...... eG 
John Kincheloe........11 Jan. 1839.’ Qualified 17 June 1859, 
Wart Bo. Dockart,: 7.7% 2 Feb 18iL Qu: uli’d 17 Mar. 1841, Wirt Co 
Jno. MeFarland,....... cepa es Qualified 22 June 1841. 
| | Died before 1845. 
Jefferson Gibbens, ......13 Dec. 1842. Qualified 16 J an 1843. 
Wm. S. Gardner, ...... eas) lish Pe = 
Win Po MOOTer, 5 oe ds Lhe “| rs 7 jae eg 
Geo. W. Henderson, .. |: 119 Aug. 1850. 
Alex ry He Crtelyn.~..... 19 Aug. 1850. Pleasants Co. 


John Hannaman....... 
Samuel Hammett . 
Wm P. Rathbone, 
Daniel R. Neal, 
Wm. Logan, 
Edward Tracewell, 
RAGGINCORE sat ck 
Alfred, L. Kinnaird, 
Daniel’ W ilkinson, 


ene 


Alfred Beauchamp..... 


—- 


1852. 


ZJ1A pr. 


Let 68 
ae ey 
ee Sa 
i 4 Nov. 
ibe 66 
ote. a sé 
a Nov. 


1852 to 1864—ELECTIVE JUSTICES. 
Under the Constitution of 1851-2 the magistrates were 
chosen by popular vote, to serve four years from 1 July 
At the election 27 May 1852, 


recorded the following: 


Jefferson Gibbens, Benj. R. Pennybacker, W ashington 


RESIGNATION, ETC, 


———— 


- Qualified : June iit 
1830.1 


1846. Qualitied 18 May 1846. 
‘“¢ 117 Aug, Pleasants Co. 
¢ 415 June, 1846, Wirt Co. 
“119 Oct. 1846. 
1846., 16 Noy. 1546. 
iad | 66 ee 
siete 'Q’d 16 Nov. 1846, Vacated. 
1846. Qualified 16 Nov. 1846, Res. 
1847. Qualitied 16 Nov. Wirt Co. 
“s | Wirt Co. 


at organization were 


Berry, Edward S. McGuire, Geo. W. Henderson, William 
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Johnson, George Thorpe, Richard Arnold, Benjamin F. 
Reeder, William H. Taylor, William McKinney, Thomas 
Chancellor, Samuel Dewey, Wm. R. Black, Zachariah 
Hickman, Edward Roe, Wilson Franklin, John Smith, Wil- 
liam Fought, John Hannaman. 
Jefferson Gibbens, President. 

At Sept. term 1553 appear on the rollalso Jno. W. Moss, 
Jno. A. Stephens, Henderson Deen, Alex’r C. McKensie, 
and Edward Tracewell; and disappear names of George 
Thorpe, B. F. Reeder, Edward Roe, Wilson Franklin, and 
Willam Fought. 


AUGUST TERM 1856. 


B. R. Pennybacker, Edward Tracewell, Geo. K. Leon- 
ard, W. A. M. Reed, James Stephens, Mathew Mahew, 
Geo. W. Henderson, Jesse Murdough, Jacob Cork, Elijah 
P. Dye, Robert Buckner, Geo. W. Lott, Mich’l S. Ander- 
son, Hugh P. Dils, Edw’d D. Stagg, Marcellus Clark, John 
Rhine, George Page, Lemuel Cooper. 

H. P. Dils, Presiding. 


1856—JULY TERM. 


B. R. Pennybacker elected Ist Dist. 

Ed’w. Tracewell elected 2d Dist. 

Jesse Murdough elected 3d Dist. ; 

For the full year 1855 only $96.00 was claimed by and 
paid to the President of the court, as per diem. 


JUNE TERM 1858. 


At the June term 1858, the following classification was 
made: | 

Presiding Justice, H. P, Dils. 

1. George ‘W. Lott, W. A.M. Reed, Mathew Mayhew 
and Marcellus Clark. 

2. Joseph Johnston, Jesse Murdough, and James 
Stephens. 

3. Ben. R. Pennybacker, George Page, and Edward 
Tracewell. 
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4. Geo. W. Henderson, M. S. Anderson and Robert 
Buckner. 

5. Jacob Cork, Lemuel Cooper and Edward D. Stage. 

6. Robert S, Smith, E. P. Dye and LeviStephens. 


JULY TERM 1860. 
Elected 24 May Last. 


Henry Swindler, 
Joseph Marlow. | 
Hugh P. Dils,. , 
Barnett H. Foley, eh a: : 
John W. Moss, 5 hy 
John W. Mitchell.:. 


) 
~ 


_ Geo. W. Henderson, 
Wm. E. Stevenson, 
Alex’r C. McKinsie, 
Parkinson Reed. 


Thomas C. Byrd, 

John S. McGuire, ee, Pe 
M. P. Schoeck,-. . [Distse +. 
Robert Buckner. ee 


{Disec 3. 


oie i. A ] as 
m Peo ee | ee Cree 
ee tent Digeriey a 
Thomas Stephens. | 

August term John W. Moss chosen Presiding Justice. 

In Sept. 1861, Swindler and Marlow of District 1, 
resign and a new election is ordered. But in Nov. of that 
year reconstruction is necessary and the Governor ap- 
~ points to vacancies: Thompson Devaughn, Geo. W. Lott, 
Lawrence A. Beckwith, Josiah Shanklin, John House, 
Thos. D. Wilson, Edward Tracewell. 


FEBRUARY TERM. 


The minutes of Feb. Term 1862 have this entry: ‘It . 
appearing to the satisfaction of the Court that all the Jus- 
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JEFFERSON GIBBENS, 
Presiding Justice of Wood County, 
1852 to 1856. 
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tices of this County, who have resigned, or whose offices 
have otherwise become vacant, have been served with a 
copy of the order of the Court, November term last, re- 
quiring them to return to the clerk of the Court copies of 
the Code of Virginia, Mayo’s Guide, and such acts of the 
Assembly as they have respectively received and receipted 
for. And it also appearing to the Court that Thompson 
C. Byrd, Barnett H. Foley and John Wigal, Justices, 
whose offices have become vacant, have failed and refused 
to deliver the said books pursuant to the said order; it is 
ordered that the said Thompson C. Byrd, Barnett H. Fo- 
ley and John Wigal be severally summoned to appear 
here on the first day of March Term next to show cause, 
if any they or either of them can, why they shall not be 
severally attached for a contempt in failing and refusing 
to obey the order aforesaid.” 

All places were made vacant by legislative enactment. 
and in Nov. 1861 the Governor appointed as Justices from 
the Ist district, Geo. W. Lott and Lawrence A. Beckwith; 
from the 2d, Josiah Shanklin, Thos. D. Wilson and Ed- 
ward Tracewell; from the 4th, Thompson Devaughn and 
John House. 


“APRIL TERM, 1862: CLASSIFICATION. 


1, John Flinn, Levi Stephens, Edw’d Tracewell and 
A. C. McKensie. 


2. Pres. Jus. and John House, G. W. Lott and Josiah 
Shanklin. 


3. P. J. and W. Stevenson, Thompson Devaughn and 
James M. Leach. 

4. P. J. and H. B. Deem, Thos. D. Wilson and P. Reed. 

5. P. J. and Robert Buckner, Thos. Step and J. S. 
Keever, | 


GPad. Sand: M)-P. Schock)’ L.’ A. Beckwith, H. P. 
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96 
1864 TO 1873.—JUSTICES FOR THEIR SEVERAL DISTRICTS. 


Election 30th January, 1864. is 
Parkersburg, - Robert S. Smith, (1) 
“s - - Wilson Franklin, * 
Williams, - - - = Parkinson Reed’ 
Union, - - - Hubbard M.’ Prince, (2) 
Clay, ies, - Zack Hickman, (3) 
' Harris, - - - | J. 8S. Keever 
Iubeck, -- - - Edward Tracewell 
Walker, - - - Jno. W. Mussetter (4) 
Slate, . - Henderson Deem, (5) 
Steele, . oe * Gee. WW. Tits 
Tygart, - - - . Adam Laughlin, (6) 
JUSTICES. 


Election 12 May, 1867. 


_——-— ~ 


Parkersburg, - - . William Dils 
mE me - Geo. W. Taggart 
Williams, - - - Walter Athey. (7) 
" Alex. C. McKensie, (1869 addit’l) 
Union, = ia eo ears V. A. Dunbar 
: - W. A. M. Reed, (8 Nov. 1870) 


* At an election, 9 May, 1865, were chosen to fill vacancies: 

Clay—Jas. M. Robinson in place of Hickman. (3) 

Parkersburg—Samuel Smith in place of Wilson Franklin. * 

Union—V. A. Dunbar in place of H. M. Prince. (2) 

Tygart—Ralph Black in place of Adam Laughlin. (6) 

10 Aug. 1866, Jno. Hannaman appointed for Clay in place of Rob- 
inson; he declined and C. W. Taggart instead. (3) 

21 Dec. 1866, Mussetter of Walker resigned, and 8. M. Peterson in 
place. (4) 2 

10 Nov. 1869, R. D. Petty of Tygart, resigned and W. R. Black in 
place. (6) 

(1) Dee’d, and 24 Jan. 1867, G. W. Taggart in place. 

(5) Deem of Slate, 5 June, 1866, resigned and EK. P. Dye, in place. 

(7) Morgan Henrie, 4 Jan, 1870, i placeof Athey. ; 
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Lubeck, 
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TP. 


Tygart, 
¢é 


Steele, 


$¢ 


Slate, 


Geo. 


Election 26 Oct. 1 


Parkersburg, 


6é 
Williams, 

¢¢ 
Clay, 


Harris, 
¢é 


-Lubeck, 


6¢ 


Walker, 


66 


Slate, 
Steele, 


¢¢ 
Tygart, 
Union, 


¢é 


(2) Taylor resigned, ‘16 Noy. 1 
1870, Black resigned and The 


( 
(2) Succeeds by election in 
(3) 
(4) 


C.W. Taggart 


J. S. Keever 
Leavitt, (Dec. 1869 addit’l) 
L. A. Beckwith 

James Brown 
Thompson Devaughn 


Geo. P. Sergeant, (appears later) 


- Wm. H. Taylor, (2) 
George Cox 
W. ‘Lott, (in 1869, addition) 
K. P. Dye 


871, Serving Through 1872. 


Jno. W. Mitchell 
George W. Neal 
Morgan Henrie 
D. P. Wigal 
Jas. M. Robinson 
Whitten Wells 
W. W. Foughty, (1) 
Edward Tracewell 
J. H. Miller 

Jno. S. McGuire 
Geo. P. Sergeant 
Henderson Deem 
Levi Stephens, (2) 
J. H. Judkins, (3) 
John Foley, (4) 
W. A. M. Reed 
Va Ay Dunbar 


1868, and R. D. ‘Petty in place: April 
S. Stephenson in place. 


1) Foughty succeds in 1872; by election in 1871, Leavitt in Fflarris. 


1871, for 1s7z, Lott in Steele. 


Suceeds Geo. Cox of Steele. 
4) Succeeds J, M. Leach of Tygart for 1872, by election in 1871, 
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93. 
1864 TO 1873—BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 


To the Board of Supervisors, one from each magis- 
terial district, was con.mitted the financial affairs of the 
county, from 1864 to 1873, while in each of the said dis- 
tricts for that period, were elected Justices of the 
Peace, who administered the law. 

By the first election, 30 Jan. 1864, were chosen: 

Lysander Dudley, Ozias Stephens, Harrison Buckley, 
Sam’l S. Spencer, Edwin S. Butcher, Thompson De- 
vaughn, William T. Cook, John W. Davis, Thos. H. Bart- 
lett and Lawrence Beckwith. : 

At their first meeting, 11 Feb., Lysander Dudley was 
made President, and continued to 20 June 1864, and Sam’ 
S. Spencer thereafter. John Hall, County Treasurer, 
and Geo. K. Leonard Clerk of the Board. 

At the election, Fourth Thursday in April 1864 the same 
Supervisors were chosen to serve one year from 20 June 
1894, who selected the same Clerk and President. 


+ 


Supervisors Election 9 May, 1865, 


Parkersburg - - - Lysander Dudley 
Williams - - - Samn’l S. Spencer 
Union - - = John W. Davis 
Lubeck - - sa L. A. Beckwith 
Clay - - : - George Harris 
Walker - et - Thompson Devaughn 
Slate ae - 2 Edwin S. Butcher 
Steele - - - Ozias Stephens 
Tygart - - - Wm. T. Cook 
Harris - - - H. W. Buckley (1) 


Sam’1 8S. Speacer Pres’t from 20 June 1865, to 5 May 
1866, when he resigned, and Joshua Stapleton in place as 
member. Dudley Pres’t from Jan. 1866; Geo. K. Leonard, 
Clerk, John Hall, Treasurer, (2) 


(1) 20 Dee., 1865, Wm, Beckett in place of H. W. Buckley, in Harris. 
2) Died in Dec. 1865, and Thompson Leach in place. 
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ELECTION 24 MAY 1866, 


Parkersburg a . Lysander Dudley 
“Willams : : ; Enoch Rector 
Union : ; John W. Davis 
Lubeck 3 . L. A. Beckwith 
Clay . George Harris 
Walker , . Thompson Devaughn 
Slate , , . Washington Berry 
Steele Jacob Deem (the 3d) 
Tygart .... . ; Wm. T. Cook 
Harris ; .  W. A. Cooper 


Ly sander Dudley, President. 
Geo. kK. Leonard, Clerk. 
Milton P. Amiss, Treasurer. (1) 


ELECTION 12 MAY 1867. 


Parkersburg : Lysander Dudley 
Williams : . Enoch Rector 
Union : John W. Davis 
Lubeck , : William Maywood 
Clay wit : Wm. O. Fought 
Walker , es . Robert A. Byrd 
Slate pnOon £ . Edwin 8. Butcher 
Steele Jacob Deem (the 3d) 
Tygarts . ; : ro, Hh’. C. Boge 


Harris ; .  W. A. Cooper 
recto ee Dudley, President. 
Geo. K. Leonard, Clerk. 
W. H. Hunter, Treasurer. 


ELECTION, 4th THURSDAY IN OCT. 1868. 


. Parkersburg . W. H. Smith 
Williams : . Enoch Rector 
Union : Jno. W. Davis 
Lubeck — , J. ‘iP. Tr acewell 


~- ~ phe erin tetanic ty cae = i 


(ay: M. P, Amiss, in Oct. 1865 was elec otal Treasurer, but refused toe quality. 
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Wm. O. Fought 
Walker . J. W. Mussetter 
Slate H. B. Deem 
Steel o. TI. Rial 
Tygart . W. T. Cook 
Harris W. A. Cooper 


Lysander Dudley President to Dec. 31, 1868. 
Enoch Rector, President to Dec. 31, 1869. 
Geo. K. Leonard, Clerk, to Jan. 1869. 

J. W. Davis, Clerk from Jan. 1869. 

W. H. Hunter, Treasurer. 


ELECTION 28 OCT. 1869. 


Parkersburg W. H. Smith 
Williams Selden S. Stone 
Union A. R. Rolston 
oo) ee a>. . Wee. 0. Mought 
Walker Robert A. Byrd 
Slate Edwin S. Butcher 
Steele Peter Sellers 
Lubeck J. B. Tracewell 
Tygart James Cooper 
Harris W.C. Keever 


Enoch Rector,:President 1869. 
Selden S. Stone, President 1870. 
. John W. Davis, Clerk. 


ELECTION 27 OCT. 1870. 


Parkersburg George Dent 
Williams ; ; Selden S. Stone 
Union a apa ; A. R. Rolston 
Clay — W. O. Fought 
Walker Robt. A. Byrd 
Slate John A. Page 
Steele Peter Sellers 
Lubeck Geo. W. Coffer 
Tygart ye : Thos. A. Tavenner 
Harris A. G, Congrove 
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Wrs. FS. Hidwwolks 


Jtas the Largest Up-to-Date Wpillinery 

Pp Store in the City, hor JF Patterns are Perfect 
f Copys, Direct from the Importer. 

I/O Vparket Street. 


THOS. G. SMITH, President. : J. W. LEESE, Cashier. 
CHAS. A. BUKEY, Ass't Cashier. 


Business and in= 


The Parkers purge ese Reatnig 


Solicited 
National Bank, 
Parkersburg, West Va. 


eet RB ie ae i | GA GD OD 


Surplus, . BS os aah a te cio ; ‘ > Se 100,000.00. » 


DIRECTORS : Thos. G. Smith, Andrew G. Clark, H. C. Hen- 
derson, C. A. Wade, C. Nelly, H. L. Caswell, B. F. Tracewell. 


"Drafts Issued On All Foreign Countries, Payable At Sight, 


Handling of Engines, Boilers and Oil Well Tools a Speciality 


Parkersburg Transfer Co., 


J. W. WOLFE, Manager. 


. General Transfer and Storage. 
Office and Milverduris, Mos. 101,103,105,111 Ann St. ‘Phone 46. 
HACKS TO AND FROM ALL TRAINS. 


fay We ore agents forthe Diebold Sxfe and Lock Co., of Canton, QO. 
ras Also Agents*for the Milburn Wagon Campany, 
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Wrs. FES. Kidwell 
Flas the Largest Up-to-Date Willinery 

oP Store in the City, her Patterns are Perfect 


Copys, Direct from the Importer. 
I/O Warker Strect, 


THOS. G. SMITH, President. J. W. LEESE, Cashier. 
CHAS. A. BUKEY, Ass’t Cashier. 


Business and in- 


The Parkersburg gues" 
National Bank, 
Parkersburg, West Va. 


Be ee a a ee ee, ~$460,000.00. 
BEES oe oie ER c RT... 100,000.00. 


DIRECTORS > Thos. G. Smith, Andrew. G.,Clark, H.C. Hen- 
derson, C. A. Wade, C. Nelly, H. L. Caswell, B. F. Tracewell. 


"Drafts Issued On All Foreign Countries, Payable At Sight, 


— 


Handling of Engines, Boilers and Oil Well Tools a Specialty 


Parkersburg Transier Co., 


J. W. WOLFE, Manager. 
. General Transfer and Storage. 


Office and Warditare=. Nos. 101,103,105,111 Ann St. ’'Phone 46. 
HACKS TO AND FROM ALL TRAINS. 


par-We are agents fordhe Diebold Safe and Lock Co., of Canton, O. 
Tar Also Agents for the Milburn Wagon Company. 
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Selden S. Stone, President to 31 Dec. 1870. 
George Dent, President to 81 Dec, 1871. 
Jno. W. Davis, Clerk, 1870. 

Stephen C. Shaw, Clerk, 1871. 


ELECTION 26 OCT. 1871 


Parkersburg . : W. H. Stahiman 
Williams . é . Kinnard Snodgrass 
Union ) : ; Jno. W. Davis 
Clay i j : William O. Fought 
Walker ; ; ; T. B. Parker 
Slate : , Geo. M. Riddle 
Steele : ; ‘ J. A. Woodyard 
Lubeck : ’ , Geo. W. Coffer 
Tygart ‘ : Thos. Stephens 
Harris : : A. C. Congrove. 


Wm. O. Fought, President, 1872. 
Stephen C. Shaw, Clerk. : 

The Board, 31 Dec. 1872, adjourned by expiration, and 
John W. Davis made an able valedictory for the Super- 
visors. 

1873 to 1881—JUSTICES COURT. 

Under the new Constitution, by an election 22 Aug. 1872, 
Justices were chosen in each district, to constitute the 
County Court, and by vote over the several districts a 
Judge to preside. Their term was four years. The vote 
for the highest two stood: 

Parkersburg—Geo. W. Neale, and W. P. Rathbone. 

~ Williams—Morgan Henrie, 157; D. P. Wigal, 182. 

Union—Jno. W. Davis, 110; W. A. M. Reed, 106. 

Clay—Wm. Devaughn, 132; J. P. McCardle, 105. 

Walker—Jno. S. McGuire, 226; G. P. Sergeant. 196. 

Slate—Andrew J. Price, 59; Elijah P. Dyer, 57. 

Steele—Jared Florence, 166; S. P. Moore, 165. 

Harris—Jno. R. Leachman, 171; Whitten Wells, 166. 

Lubeck—John Cook, 162; James Romine, 147. 

Tygart—Wm. T. Cook, 90; Jno. H. Foley, 82. 

Cyrus Hall, President. 
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JUSTICES, JANUARY TERM 1873. 


W. P. Rathbone, Geo. W. Neale, Morgan Henrie, W. 
A. M. Reed, S. P. Moore, Jno. S. McGuire, James Ro- 
mine, D. P. Wigal, W. T. Cook, Jared Florence, Wm. De- 
vaughn, John Cook, Jno, R. Leachman, Whitten Wells, 
Jno. W. Davis, Geo. P. Sargeant, Andrew J. Price. 

Cyrus Hall, President to Jan. 1877. 

Samuel Chubbuck, 13 Oct. 1874 appears as Justice, and 
J. P. Cardell, in Mar. 1876. © 24 Mar. 1874 Sergeant re- 
signed. In 1874 Devaughn removed from the District. 


JUSTICES JAN. 1877. 


Sam. L. Addison, F. C. Boees, Whitten Wells, D. L.. 
Davis, Jno. W. Davis, Jos. Johnston, John Wharton, J. 
R. Leachman, J. H. Cooper, S. P. Moore, D. P. Wigal, 
Geo. M. Riddle, W. Wm. Devaughn, J. P. Tracewell, Jno. 
Hickman, Jared Florence, T. B. Parker. 

| Kinnard Snodgrass, 
Pres’t from Jan 1877 to 31 Dee. 1880. 


_ The last meeting of the County Court, as constituted by 
the Justices, was held in December of 1880. It was an 
occasion of parting and regret by bar and court members. 
The minute book, 4 pages 265 and 266, Dec. 17, has the 
following resolutions thereon: A 
‘Whereas, By the ratification of the amendment to the 
8th article of the Constitution, on the 12th day of October, 
1880, the people of the State of West Virginia, have seen 
fit to abolish the present system of the County Court, 
And 
Whereas, this will be the last session of the County 
Court as now constituted, And 
Whereas, the present system has received the confi- 
dence, the patronage and support of such distinguished 
citizens of the old State, (Virginia), as Washington, Jef- 
ferson, Monroe, Madisou and Chief Justice Marshall, And 
Whereas, the bench in the days. of the past, has been 
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KINNARD SNODGRASS, 
Judge of Wood County Court. 
‘1877 to 1581, 
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occupied by such distinguished and respectable men of 
our County, as Herman Blennerhassett, Alexander H. 
Creel, George W. Henderson, Hugh P. Dils, Jefferson 
Gibbens, John W. Moss, B. H. Foley and* Daniel R. Neal, 
And 
Whereas, we, the members of this bar, have ever re- 
ceived the kindest and most considerate treatment at the 
hands of this Court, and have only met in its members, 
honest, high-toned, and courteous gentlemen, dealing 
Justice to all fairly and impartially, ; 
Be it resolved by us, the members and ex-members of 
the bar of Wood County, that we take this public manner 
of expressing our thanks for the many acts of kindness 
and universal courtesy received at the hands of this Court 
from all the members thereof, and especially from Kin- 
nard Snodgrass, the President of this Court. 
That we request the Court now sitting to allow these 
‘ resolutions to be spread upon the record and made a part 
of the proceedings of this Court. 
James M. Jackson, 
Jacob B. Jackson. 
Geo. W. Neale, 
W. W. VanWinkle, 
Walter S. Sands, 
Chas. T. Caldwell, 
: Talbot O. Bullock, 
J. G. McCluer, 
R. Heber Smith, 


D. H. Leonard, 
John A. Hutchinson. 


JUSTICES—1881 TO 1900. 
Election, 12 October 1880. 


Geo. K. Leonard .~ |. . Parkersburg 
De. L. Davis ; : ¥ is 
Hezekiah B. McKinney : Williams 
John W. Snodgrass 1 3 

M. B. Johnson : : y Union 
Joseph Y. Smith ; ‘ rr 


John C. Flinn . ; ; a | Harris 
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N. N. Crook : ; ‘ sare 
James L. Bailey } F | Clay 
Wm. H. Bickel , : ” 
N.S. Clark : : ; Lubeck 
Geo. W. Coffer : : ue 
James M. Leach , Tygart (2) 
su Prickett : : " 
S. P. Moore Steele 
H. C. Masters ‘ ‘*(3) 
John B. Badger ama ** (4) 
T. B. Parker : : Walker 
B. FE. Mount » : ; in 
J. Bo Badever , Slate 
JUSTICES. 


Election 14 October, 1884. 
‘Thomas P. Butcher. : Parkersburg, (Oct. 1882.) 


De L. Davis ‘ 2 : ing 

Morgan Henrie ' ; . Williams 

L. T. Prettyman : : ; Bis 

William A. Adams : : . Union 

Thomas Meadlee ; : , ss 

James H. Buckley , : N Harris 

J. A. Carp : : eS | ” (in 1882.) 
C. A. Ware : , : “i 

S. T. Boggess : : Clay (5) 

James M. Leach ie pat re me 

Marion J. Bickel an ; ee 

Charles A. Pahl Lubeck 

J. P. Tracewell ‘ is (in 1882.) 


R. C. Tracewell ‘ t ; ee 


(1) Crook of Harris resigned, 13. Apr. 1882, and John EB. Mayhew 
in place. 


(2) Tygart appears to have two Justices after Jan. 1881, by order 
of 4 Aug. i880, 


(3) Badger, Masters and Moore are all recorded as qualifying in 
this district. und Badger in Slate also. 


(4). Masters of Steele, removed from district, 13 Apr. 1882, and 
Jared Florence in place. 


(0) Boggess resigned, 6 Apr. 1885, and E. D. Stagg in place. 
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Thomas Leach , . Tygart 
EK. W. Deem : ; oft 
EK. M. Ramsey . ‘os ' S$teele 
Hiram D. Poweli ; ; ‘ : i 
Alben Swearingen Pu aatiite Walker 
Charles M. Magill 2 : ee 
BoP Maubtsl ily... ae (in 
John B. Badger : : aaa Slate 
JUSTICE.—Election 6 Nov. 1888. 
Bea, T. Stapleton, ‘ Parkersburg 
Thoe we auigher: i)’. . “e 
Monroe Uhl, : .~. Willams 
Mathew Mayhew, Be ‘6 
Clauson P. Corbitt, : ) ; Union 
Richard E. Fisher, : j : mt 
James H. Owings, : : . Harris 
John H. Buckley, : : me 
James A. Anderson, : ; Clay 
C. S. Murphy, ' ; cs 
Jacob P. Kesterson, ; ' Lubeck 
Geo. W Coffer, ~ . aie, ; oe 
Wm. A. Ruble, : Tygart 
Edw’d W. Deem, ; Q f ig 
Jared Florence, 4 Wa -aati 2 Steele 
Geo. W. McVey, Sal Sh ee th 4s 
Chas. M. Magill, . , : : Walker 
Benj. F. Mounts, ! ; . : rd 
Jno. B. Badger, . : ; Slate. (1) 


JUSTICES.—Election 8 Nov. 1892. 


D. J. Jones, : . Parkersburg district 


A. B. Beckwith, . ; i 
O. D. Way, ; ; : ; Williams 
Monroe Uhl, , , . 2 


(1) Left the County, and in place Dr. A. K. Ross. 


1882. ) 


ee 


one RL tL IRS e Ree ES tt NAA RACINE es ire a ASS At ei saa indice vthsociniocnnsisieastras cee 


i? 


(. 2881 of) 4 . , , 
otelA e ° ° 


{ volt 8 solteelt—F0ITRUL 


rdervan tral ‘ é Hotsiqnta ‘T «me 
Po | edo ,L 2odT 
wmaiilive =. , Jil eowroll 
mo TS cwedienM wedisht 
soiat) , Aid .F noatalD 
ay. i . setter bisdoift 
aritah ‘ i) ae ; meen vO sé 2omet—" e 
(eablevd A mdot 
yalD "ope bl TA dou 
" eo eS 
Hood mJ ; aad foetal «J doost ' ; 7 


ae 
lag v4 
= . * 


- is on 7 a4 aon? W OFO ° - = 
f eget : r ; Nw A aise s Rs aes 7 j 
- ‘ a mood WB whoo” ~°> aa 
olen . : PM19ILF Hots oe) 


; woValt WY loed 

1agleW a / + iitgaiM eed o> 
“ . at ue einuoM Tj 7 
(1) ome. yg Lew eg bee eh dng ‘7 2 


. 

) 
——. ¢ 

— 


S081 vou a rokteel— exOITeUE d « $7 in 


roiataih, winds Sibattcadty: = igi en Ld 
ideale Peo “dtretoo aA 

anneilliw ee ee Ss 
ve mg a ses eee bo oe 


ee ered, NL LE CE CA et 


” 200 A oA ad soul al bos ow wa ftor i 


~ rs 7 u 
a > 


md 2 = 
a ‘ 
va 7k. 
AL 


108 


hk... Fisher,  . ; . ‘Union, (1) 


_§. T. Boggess, , ; : se 

Jas. H. Owings, ; : ied Harris — 
a. i. outlier, ~ : ; : : iS 
M. T. Devaughn, . urate) 6 
Henry L. Farson, , ‘ : i os 
D. B. Lally, ; : ; Lubeck ) ;5 
Geo. W.sCoiter, 4 ; “z (4) 
William Kirk, ; : Tygart 
W. H. Ruble, : : % m 
Geo. W. McVey, : Steele 
Jared Florence, pov ; pom a 
A. Swearingen, : : se Walker 


A. J. Devaughn, e : , ; ay 
Homer G. Merrill, ; ; : . Slate 


JUSTICES.—Election 10 Nov. 1896. 
| (To take office in Jan. 1897.) 


_ Parkersburg—D. J. Jones, 1738. 
i G. A. Drennan 1696. 
Williams—W. P. Beeson, 219. 
ae Benj. Chancellor, 219. (1.) 
Union—A. L. Cross, 294. 
Bo, Poe bitty B00, 
' Harris—W. O. Butler, 286. 
a Sam N. Proffitt, 289. 
Clay—Jas. A. Anderson, 287. 
‘« Henry Ff’. Stanley, 255. 
Lubeck—Jos. M. Johnston, 306. (2.) 
7 J. R, Leachman, 297. 
Tygart—Wm. Kirk, 233. 
a W.H. Ruble, 237. 
Steele—D. P. Coe, 282. 


(1) Resigned 7 Jan. 1895, and C. P. Corbitt in place. 

(2) Elected 6 Noy. 1894 W. FE. Truslow and J. P. Hesterson. 
(1.) J. W. Chichester, 22 July 1897, appointed till election. 
(2.) Resigned in March and Elisha I’. Wilson in place. 
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EDWIN SAMUEL BUTCHER, 
President of County Commissioners, 
1884 to 1887. 
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3 S. P. Moore, 285. 
Walker—W. H. Lenhart, 250, (38.) 
a L. Miracle, 269. 
Slate—Wm. Melrose, 84. 
‘¢ ~ Homer G. Merrell, 120. 


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 
1881-1900. 


From 1881 the fiscal affairs of the county have been 
managed by three commissioners, elected in the preceding 
Fall by the people, while the Magistrates, chosen by the 
voters of each District, formed the local judiciary. They 
were and are: 

1831-2. 


Sam’l S. Spencer, 2 years; W. C. Stiles, Jr., 4 years; 
E. S. Butcher, 6 years. Samuel S. Spencer, Pres’t for 
1881 and 1882. 
; 1883-4. ) 

A. A. Kellar, W. C. Stiles, E.S. Butcher. Stiles 
Pres’t for 1883.* E. S. Butcher Pres’t 1884. 


1885-6. 


A. A. Kellar, W. A. McCosh, E. S. Butcher. Butcher 
Pres’t in 1885 and 1886. 
1887-8. 


A. A. Kellar, W. A. McCosh, Levi Stephens, Jr. 
McCosh Pres’t in 1887. Kellar Pres’t in 1588. 


1889-1890. 


W. A. McCosh, Levi Stephens, Jr., R. N. Corbitt. Me- 
Cosh resigned in April 1889, and A. B. Beckwith in place. 

MecCosh Pres’t to May, 1889; Beckwith balance of term. 

(3.) D. L. Davis qualified also. 

* Resigned and W. A. MeCosh appointed to fill vacancy, and 
elected in 1884 for full term. 
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1891-2. 

Ed. P. Chancellor, R. N. Corbitt, R. Levi Stephens, Jr.; 

R. N. Corbitt Pres’t 1892-1891. 
1893-4. 

Ed. P. Chancellor, R. N. Corbitt, Ransom Rector; 
Chancellor Pres’t to 1894, May 1, when he * resigned, and 
P. D. Gambrill in place. Corbitt Pres’t balance of 1894. 

1895-6. 

Fred. Stahlman, Ransom Rector, W. A McKensie, 
Rector Pres’t 1895; W. A. McKensie, Ransom Rector, 
Fred. Stablman, Stahlman Pres’t 1896. 

| 1897-8. 

Fred. Stahlman, Ransom Rector, W. A. McKenzie, 
McKenzie Pres’t in 1897; Rector Pres’t in 1898. 

1899-1900. 

Fred Stahlman, W. A. McKensie, Otto Schultz, Stahl- 

man, Pres’t in 1599. 


CLERKS OF THE COUNTY COURT. 


ag 


NAMES Time of Service REMARKS 


John Stokeley,....... 1799 to 1806) Resigned 1 Septemb’r 
James H. Neal . - 1806 to 1831) Septem’r to Septem’r 
. John Stephenson, Jr..j1432 to 1838) 14 June. 


eae ep Patra feempaewenteree tite ntnneaenineeneipeaptaesnaomrymtnnsaeeti 


John R. Murdock, ..../1838 to 1452, To 16 August. 
Henry H Dils, ........|1892 to 1558) 18 June. 
Wilt-Hatcher, <=. ..5.. 11858 to 1863; 20 May. 


TITLE CHANGED TO RECORDER, 


George K. Leonard, ...1863 to 1866! 10 Jul. 68 to 15 Oct.’66 
Edw’d Moore Hoit,.... 1567 to 1871) 


Win,.8 en, ee 1871 to 1873: To 31 December 1872 
Will Hatcher, ........ 1873 to 1877: To31 December 1876, 
‘ies Gorsmith~ i... 1877 “tor 189) 


Benjamin F. Stewart, 1591 to 1903 


* Resigned to accept Supervisor of Inspec tor of ‘Steam Vesse Is 
for7 Dist. 
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BENJ. B. STEWART, 
Wood County Clerk. 
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COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEYS. 


At the opening of the County Court of ‘‘ Gentlemen 
Justices,” an attorney present, Mr. Delavey, was called 
upon for advice, and thus became the protem or first 
officer in county formation. The first regular attorney 
was paid $45 for his entire year’s services. 


Nathaniel Davidson . 1800 to 1805, March 
Maxwell Armstrong . 1805 to 1806 - 
James G. Laidley . 1807 to 1820 

Joseph H. Samuels . 1521 to 1826 

John Jay Jackson . . 1826 to 1852 


James M. Jackson. . 856 to LX61, Aug. 
M. P. Amiss . . 1861 to 1864, July 
John A. Hutchinson . 1864 to 1869 
Jacob B. Jackson pid LOActoe77 


David H. Leonard. . 1877 to 1881 Jan. 
John G. McCluer . . = 1881 to 1888 to Aug. 
RK. Heber Smith ..».. 1888 to 1888 to Nov. 
Charles T. Caldwell . 1888 to 1891 

Walter McDougle . . 1891 to 1897 

John F.. Laird sndry 189%t01 1901 


EARLY JURORS AND INCIDENTS. 


John Stokely, clerk of the Justices Court, 9 June 1800, 
mentioned ‘‘that as yet he had not obtained any copy of 
the laws, and as he might be lable to penalties in his of- 
ficial capacity, merely thro’ lack of information, the Court 
ordered that it be entered as their opinion that the said 
Clerk ought not to be blamed for such mistakes as has, 
will or may occur with said clerk for the lack of such lit- 
eral information, to-wit, by a lack of a copy of that part 
of the laws of Virginia commonly called the Revised 
Code.” 

Notwithstanding this immunity, the Court, 29 Sept. 
1807 enters, ‘‘that Sheriff shall sell contract to lowest bid- 


der for completion of records which Clerk Stokely should | 


have done, and report.” James G. Laidley purchased the 
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job for $104, and was allowed to take the books ont of the 
Court house to-his residence-to copy. And 29 Sept. 1409 
James G. Laidley was directed to ‘‘institute suit against 
John Stokely, late Clerk, for failure to bring up the rec- 
ords of the proceedings of the Court.” ; 

The Justices Court, 4 May 1801, to-wit: Thomas Prib- 
ble, John Stephenson, John Neal, Hezekiah Bukey, Reece 
Wolfe, Hugh Phelps, and Jacob Beeson, have maturely 
‘gonsidered the tenor of the Governor's letter, dated 23 
Mar. 1801, it is ordered that the Clerk of this County, do 
certify to the Hon. James. Monroe, Governor, as follows: 
that 24 persons have been commissioned as Justices of the 
Peace in and for this County, one of whom, to-wit, Elijah 
Barchus, is not nor has not been a resident of this County, 
since the County of Wood existed; one other, Isaac Wil- 
liams, hath refused to swear into office, one other, Geo. 
D. Avery has not been sworn in; one other, Caleb Hitch- 
cock, we sincerely think unworthy of that office, on ac- 
count of his ma/ conduct both in and out of Court. He 
lately refused to sign the Journals, when he was acting as 
Senior magistrate of the Court, and hath refused to do 
the duty of a Justice, at sundry other times when re- 
quired thereto, as we are well-informed, when out of 
court. Moreover the said Caleb is very subject to intoxi- 
cation. And as to the distribution of the magistrates of 
this County, we shall observe that since the late commis- 
sions have been issued, the Justices of our county are 
distributed tolerably well. This was the unanimous opin- 
ion of the Court.” : | ; 

At its session, 8 Mar. 1811, the County Court enters of 
record: » ‘“[he following to be made and considered as a 
rule of practice in this County Court: But two counsel 
will be allowed to argue one side of any cause without 
leave of the Court, which may never be asked for unless 
a case of importance and difficulty.” 

Tbe records of 8 Mar. 1811 states: ‘Samuel Jackson, 
named in the Commission of the Peace for this County, 
came into court and oifered to qualify into oifice, which 
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was reiused by the Court, conceiving that as he had here- 
tofore refused to qualify when called upon by tbe Court, 
he cannot be admitted at this time. To which John Stoke- 
ley, one of the sitting Justices protests.” 

Grand Juries were considered the ‘‘ eyes of the people,” 
the sieve through which were sifted the reports that 
might discover infactors of law and good order. The 
courts in early days, were accustomed to appoint for these 
duties, citizens of integrity, honor and discreetness as 
well as those fearless and conscientious. They were in- 
tended to not only reveal crime and the perpetrators 
thereof, but to shield the citizen as well, when suspicion 
unfounded over-shadowed his pathway. 

The session of the Justices court, 12 May 1800, formed 
the first Grand Jury of the county, as follows: 

Richard Sparrow, Foreman; James Gibson, George 
Armstrong, Benjamin Badgeley, Peter Hannaman, John 
Bibby, Charles Howard,-John Gard, Jeremiah Sergeant, 
Hamilton Morrison, Jesse Jackson, Adam Mires, Josiah 
Nally, Samuel Halley, James Gillispie, Peter McCall, 
William Enoch, Joel Lowther, and William Powell, 19. 

The next Grand Jury empanneled 3 Aug. 1801, were: 

Nehemiah Spencer, Jedediah Darley, Adam Miener, 
Jacob Truinble, Luke Misner, William Prince, Epbraim 
Gard, Peter Hannaman, Charles Rockhold, Thomas 
Thornton, Daniel Rowell, George Foutty, John Dixon, 
Peter McCall, Eleazer West, Sylvester Barnes, John 
Lockhart, William Ratcliffe, Richard Lee, and Jobn 
Dean, 20. 

On the 5 Nov. 1810, the ‘‘body of the County,” as often 
called, consisted of Moses Pilcher, Foreman; Alexander 
White, Isaac Staats, Henry L. Prentiss, Peter Hannaman, 
Reuben Dye, John Caplinger, John Kittle, Henry Lloyd, 
Adam Vanoleara, Jedediah Darley, John Barnett, Mason 
Foley, John Sergeant, James White, Samuel Barrett, 
William Hill, David Lee, Ezekiel Barnes Jr., Oliver 
Hutcinson, David Owl (Uhl), and David Deem. 

The following order follows upon the court records: 
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‘Manlove Beauchamp, having been summoned toattend 
this court as a Grand Juror, and being solemnly called 
failed to appear. It is therefore ordered that for his 
non-attendance he male his fine with John Tyler, Esq., 
Governor, or Chief Magistrate of this Commonwealth for 
the time being, or his successor in office, for the use of 
the said Commonwealth, by the payment of eight dollars, 
unless good cause be shown for such failure, at or before 
the next Quarterly Term.” 

‘‘ Also, it being suggested that —— Jennings, an 
orphan under the age of 21 years, hath been bound to 
Manlove Beauchamp of this county, and that the said 
orphan is illy treated by his master, it is therefore ordered 
that the said Manly Beauchamp be summoned to appear 
here, at the next term to show cause why the indentures 
should not be cancelled, and the said apprentice be bound 
over to another person.” 

The Grand Jury for the June Term, 1818, was com- 
posed of: | 

Bartlett Leach, Foreman; Samuel’Coe, John Pugh, 
James Riggs, Noah Ogden, Absolom Ogden, David 
Thomas, John Dils, William Renick, John Phelps, Hedg- 


_man Simpson, Walter Coe, Jr., George Leach, Abraham 


Vandiver, Scarlet G. Foley, Hugh Phelps, Jr., George 
Parker, James Creel, Edward Johnson, Jacob Uhl and 


Elias Kincheloe. 


About the year 1819, in the month of June, the Gentle- 
men Justices began to feel very poor and economic, and 
‘ordered that twenty-five dollars heretofore appropriated 
for the purpose of procuring a County Seal, and now in 
the hands of James H. Neal, be applied to payment of 
two stoves and pipes for the use of the Court House, or as 
much thereof as shall be found necessary.” 

In 1818, Isaac Morris, a practicing attorney, so irritated 
the Justices in Court, as to be fined 83 cents, to go to the 
Literary Fund. These tines upon members of the bar 
appear of frequent record, followed next day by a release 
upon explanation or apology. 
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In 1820, one of the Grand Juries had enrolled, John 
Neal, Foreman; Nathaniel Morebead, Jas. D. Morehead, 
David Spencer, John Spencer, Jr., Wm. O. Fought, Jonas 


Lewis, Mason Foley, Hedgeman Simpson, William Skin- » 


ner, Samuel Allen, Abraham Pribble, John Barrett, 
Hector R. Eskridge, Henry Dils, William Renick and 
Samuel Barrett. 

At the August Term, 1852, the following constituted the 
Grand Jury: 

Albert G. Leonard, Foreman; John Hill, William 
Deems, George Cummins, Wm. T. McClintick, Mark A. 
Melrose, Henry Cooper, Levi Stephens, Wyatt Lewis, 
Jonathan B. Beckwith, Henry H. Harper, Abraham F. 
Ingram, Owen Owens, Alferd Neale, Edward Johnson, 
Elisha Whitlach, Ludwick Mott, John Dare, Thomas W. 
Locker and James Melrose. 


HIGH SHERIFFALTY. 


In early day this was a commanding position among 
the yeomanry. The ‘“‘saddle-bags” of the county, as it is 
often styled, still remains an important lever in political 
affairs. Promotion, for years, of unsalaried service, as 
the reward, led from the seat of Justice upon the county 
bench, toit. And yet, as now according to individual 
taste, it was sometimes so undesirable, that a fine was 
imposed for not accepting the office tendered. 

The office in 1634 was elective, and in 1642 limited to 
a year term. In 1655 appointment was by the Governor 
and council, from three persons named by the commis- 
sioners of the county. In 1660 it was conferred on the 
oldest Justice in commission, and in 1705 that the Gov- 
ernor might commission either of the three nominated, 
and the selected one to hold oftice for two years. <A_ pen- 
alty was added in 1710 for refusal to accept, and in 1779 
power of appointment was delegated to the county courts. 
The constitution of 1776 revived the custom of appoint- 
ment by the Governor, and recommendation by the courts. 
An act of 1792 directs that the court should annually nomi- 


ee ce ee et li lt i i te ce A td: i Ath SNE AOE el SPL EEE Rc RAT A NNER PO 


on brod via of east 
any escitent batenigon ot to. 
alli svitutooxa ainhytl¥ odd Yo jssen08 
-ot suoizivorg seodT .c1n9y owt ot bobaaty: eery 
nottitei0D hsetvor odd It vHeattonng shah 
-joola omamed eofito odi seodw wovtarsqo opt tir I . 
to oitutitenc off a mey owt te boxit arrefedd peer ° 
eriet oft hexh ,268l at emigst¥ seul to otet@ won oft 
to coltotrtect ort dit ,asmntiaos oa tt bre ,e189y, 10! es 
ooiteels vd oeyve ootyide HYindeev09 #01 yiilidinifout 
viragorgren vbotewo ot goiqoorl sot Dowdliaeeter on 
hon wou viegraive abaros ah ony Tol moisexe sebos 
* [eaw 
Yade how evlaws.. woo :2ines TI serod 10% ,FORL aqe@ at 
aitios Tt oreen ;atdes 8 ,qeede 40 eaton jetnme9 
aod 10 eltdxo cetaeo 8 olin io/eetod 10) OLED eant ol 
ties bE evele jeinas 0 H8OR no qoede emae 
\ 


eTDasHe HOH 


a 


jie sob 2. nilygaonoM soba \OVTL .. ne 
pe dive y | hy aed ‘ek Vee a 
youtwol opihliW, « petted pink OTL. % 
qgoevtobaA aomal bea eee se etl 
noerebias. aostg | he sai Me QOS ee 
sJnoqtaO eslodosia ~. 6 MM  Ayeye 


sotsaieO enlodniVi! 6.0% eM BIE 
noanidosl ee cil, OR: ce heer 
noe siden mutl iY aba 
Vis oh adot. int ey we Per ht ae — 
yiaOohl. ode) ae idee peta bere 
dissthstol. ee) ee ee 
noemidonA jane 
noapidost <p hit 
vies det we 
pale spmodT 5: eet ye, 
buotl encrod'? ; | 
sopton kt dol ‘a’ 


24 


P2341 


CHARLES AMOS WADE, 
. Sheriff of Wood County, 


1897 to 1901. 
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WOOD COUNTY SHERIFFS. 


The first appointment for the new county was William 
- Lowther, who had been a Militia Lieutenant for Harrison 
county during the Indian wars of 1785 to 1794. 
commissioned by James Monroe, 27 January, 1800, and 
Hugh Phelps and John Neal became sureties on his 
The bonds were four, two of ten thous- 
and each, one of thirty thousand, and another of six 


official bonds. 


thousand dollars penalty. 


1800, William Lowther, 
1801, Hugh Phelps, 
1803, Thos Prible. 

1805, Ichabod C. Griittin, 
1807, John Neal, 

1809, Robert Wells, 
1812, Reece Woolfe, 
1814, Joseph Spencer, 
1815, Peter Anderson, 
1817, John G. Henderson, 
1819, Daniel Kincheloe, 
1821, Thomas Tavenner, 
1825, Rob’t Triplett, 
1825, Robert Edelen, 
1827, Bennett Cook, 
1830, Henry Steed, 
1831, Jno. Stephenson, 
1883, Jonas Beeson, 


WOOD COUNTY CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 
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1836, Joseph Tomlinson, 


He was 


1838, Jeptha Kincheloe, 
1841, Barnes Beckwith, 
1844, Mason Foley, 

1846, C. Rector, 

1848, J. A. Kinnaird, 
1851, Matthias Chapman, 
1853, T. Ve Cook; 

1857, Geo. L. Harwood, 
1861, Henry H. Dils, 
1865, Wm. H. Mattingly, 
1869, Wm. Jared Hill, (?) 
1877, Charles H. Shattuck. 
1881, Chas. B. Smith, 
1885, Samuel Stewart. 
1885, Jas. L. Buckley, 
1893, Jno. W. Dudiey, 
1897, Chas. A. Wade. 


1799-1899. 


The several meetings of citizens of Parkersburg, inter- 
ested in a proper celebration of the Centennial Anniver- 
sary of the Formation of Wood County, resulted in the 
Selection of the following gentlemen to constitute an 
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Kixecutive Committee with power to arrange for and 
‘carry out appropriate exercises: 

Alvaro FE. Gibbens, Prest., 

Harry P. Moss, Sec’y, 

Capt. E. P. Chancellor, Treasurer. 
J. Ff. Partridge, Jno. S. Camden, 
Sydney F. Shaw, G. B. Gibbens, 
H. B. Stout, J. B. Finley, 
S. B. Baker’ | Edward McCreary, 
T. M. Silcott, Chas. H. Turner. 


Auxiliary Comiittees. 


The Press: 
Wood County. 


State Journal, | : C. B. Smith, Jr. 
Parkersburg Sentinel, _ Hugh F. Kyle, 
Daily News, D. M. O’Bleness. 


Gumi eindes.. a. 2. sede. ti out... 0 haamine M. Smith 
Parkersburg Gazette ../,....... ......Merton B. Gibbens 
Methodist oe UE Sd ty, cca Brieseichgpacw ce D, A. Denton 


WIRT COUNTY. 
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Historical and Commemorative Exercises. 
Alvaro F.. Gibbens : g 4 : : Chairman 


: Archeeolgical Display. 
Prof. Henry Stahl ; ; d : Chairman 


Pioneer Daughters, 


Miss Kinnie EF. Smith, Chairman. 
Mrs. W. M. Straus, Assistant. 
Mrs. Clara V. Leonard, Secretary. 
Mrs. Jno. W. Dudley, 
Mrs. C. W. Archibald, 
Mrs. W. W. Van Winkle, 
Miss Mary C. Tavenner, 
Mrs. J. B. Jackson, 
Mrs. Julia Hopkins, 
Miss Jennie D. Steers. 


Mrs. A. I. Boreman, 
Miss Lillie I. Jackson, 
Miss Alice E. Shaw, 
Mrs. M. V. Blackford, 
Miss Allena L. Rex, 
Mrs. J. N. Camden, 
Mrs. Thos. P. Butcher, 
Miss Laura Tracewell, Mrs. Alma Montgomery. 
Mrs. Alexander Laird, Miss Reta Laird, 
Mrs. Spencer 8S. Cook, Mrs. Will H. Smith, 
Miss Jennie Smith, Miss Blanche R. Braidon, 
Mrs. Ann Rk. Henderson, Mrs. H. B. McKinney, 
_Mrs. Geo. Hunter, Miss Margaret Coffer, 
Miss Lucy Smith, Mrs. G. W. Berry, 
Mrs. N. L. Upson, Miss Carrie Shrewsbury, 
Mrs. Thos. J. Wetherell, Mrs. 8. L. Farley, 
Mrs. Betsy Ann Hutchinson, Miss Anna I. Bickel, 

Mrs. H. C. Jackson. 


Soliciting Committee. 
E. P. Chancellor, Chairman. 


Jno. S. Camden, 
Ben. F. Stewart, 
M. "T. Hall, 

W. H. Wolfe, 


S. S. Hazen, 
H. B. Stout, 
Jno, F. Laird, 
W.N. Miller. 


Committee on Invitation for Grand Parade, 


iJ. F. Partridge, 


G. B. Gibbens, 


‘HK. O. Heible. 
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Committee on Decorating and Illuminating. 


Z. T. Taylor, Chairman. 


E. C. Gerwig, 
Geo. Stout, 


Leon Epstein, 
T. M: Silcott, 


Printing and Advertising Committee. 
Edward McCreary Chairman. 


H. P. Moss, 


W. EH. Kemery. 


Transportation Committee. 


J. F. Partridge, Chairman. 


W. E.Skirvin, 


. W. Hupp. 


Band and Music Committee. 
W. Clay Leonard, Chairman. 


J. C. Arnold, 


W. H. Fredrick. 


Committee on Amusements. 


H. F. Kyle, 


| W. EK. Kemery, 
W. C. Leonard. 


Committee on Indian Scenes. 
Capt. Sydney F. Shaw. 


Trades Display. 


List of Marshals. 


Dr. H. B. Stout, Chief Marshal. 


J. F. Partridge 
Jordon McKee 
W. F. Dollmeyer 
G. B. Gibbens 
E. O. Heihle 
W.R. Neal 

L. T. Prettyman 
R. N. Corbett 

P. H. Bibbee 
Levi Skidmore 
iH. H. Pennybaker 
W. T. Cook 


Clay Leonard 
A. T. Barrett 
Leon Epstein 
C. B. Morrison 
Simon Bradford 
A. A. Kellar 
A. L. Cross 
M. T. Devaughn 
C. S. Murphy 
A. C. Farnsworth 
K. D. Hupp 
t. H. Butcher 

J. H. Reeder 
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Military and Civic Parade, 


Grand Marshal: 
Col. J. F. Partridge. 
Chief Staff: 
Major C. W. Morrison, U. S. N. 

Aides-de-Camp: 
Gen. J. W. Mather Dr. H. B. Stout 
Col. E. F. Lathrope Capt. W. E. Skirvin 
Capt. Oscar Heihle Capt. Jesse L. Cramer 


Ut. C.D. Forrer, U. S.'N. T. M. Silcott 
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PROGRAMME 


For Wood County Centennial Celebration. 
Opening Tuesday Morning, Third of October, 1899. 


Ringing of City bells, firing of salutes from Ft. Bore- 
man, and blowing of factory and steamer whistles, 7 
o’clock. 


Commemmorative Historical Exercises, at City Park, 


9A. M. 
Music by the Band. 


Meeting called to order by President of the Executive 
Committee, with gavel made from walnut railing of Judge's 
Bench in the former Court House, and to again be used 
next Centennial Anniversary. 

Invocation Prayer by Bishop Cyrus D. Foss, D.D. LL.D., 
of the Methodist Episcopal Conference in session. 

Opening Welcome by Alvaro F. Gibbens, President of 
the Centennial Executive Committee, to visitors and pio- 
neer decendants. 

Music by Band. 


Welcome address upon part of County Commissioners 
by Prosecuting Attorney, Jno. F’. Laird. 

Welcome by Mayor Chas. H. Turner, upon part of the 
City of Parkersburg. 

| Responses. 

For Ritchie County, by Homer B. Woods of Harrisville. 

For Wirt County, by Frank C. Copen of Elizabeth. 

For Jackson, by Holly G. Armstrong of Ripley. 

For Pleasants, by W. 8S. Allen of St. Mary’s. 

Music by Band. 


Historical addresses by Hon. Lawrence T. Neal and by 
Hon. J. N. Candem and others. 
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Voluntary remarks by pioneers who may be present. 

Trades Display with Historical Floats, 3 to 5 in the 
afternoon. 

Indian Scenes of 100 years ago. Settlers defending their 
homes. Sham battle, 8to10 p.m. Stephneson’s Grove. 


Second Day. 
Morning. 
Vaudeville Street Shows. 


Band Concerts. 


Night. 
Pain’s Spectacular Fireworks beginning at 8:30 P, M. 
At City Park. 


Third Day. 
Morning. 
Vaudville Street Shows. 


‘Band Concerts 


Afternoon. 
Grand Civic Parade and laying of Cornerstone of 
new Court House at 3 P. M. 


Night. 
Imp. Drill by Parkersburg ee ante 
Nod. ie R. K..of P. | 


During the three days of the Centennial, the valuable 
Archeological Collection of Prof. Henry Stahl, and 
extensive variety of ancient relics gathered by the 
Pioneer Daughters will be on exhibition in the Banquet 
Room of the City Building. This display will be free to 
the public during each day. 
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You have this one Chapter; You should 
have all. 


The Only History of the County Ever Printed. 


A Century's Progress, 


FROM PINE KNOTS 
TO ELECTRIC LIGHTS. 


WOOD COUNTY ANNALS, 


ce 5 pone 


. ALVARO F. GIBBENS, A. M., 


Charter Member of State Historical, Society. 


“The Formation of Wood County ”’ is one Chapter from the above 
named ‘‘ History’? now ready for the Press. In the volume every 
citizen of the Ohio Valley, as wel! as every dweller in Wood County 
should be interested. It will be a recital of Historical Facts, In- 
dian Scenes, Pioneer Hardships, Biography of Early Settlers, their 
Family Histories, Humor and Valor, and will illustrate the growth 
and resources of a most important section of our Mountain State. 
Correspondence and orders solicited. 


THE EDITION WILL BE LIMITED. 
SEND IN YOUR ORDERS AT ONCE. 


ONE COPY BOUND IN CLOTH - - - - FIVE DOLLARS. 
“ MOROCCO - - SEVEN DOLLARS. 


SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY. CANVASSING AGENTS WANTED: 


——s 


213 Ann Street, Parkersburg, W, Va. 
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